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PREFACE 


THE  following  work  contains  an  impar- 
tial, unprejudiced,  and  complete  ace 
of  the  late  Rev  James  H.erv  EY,collectec 
all  who  have  written  concerning  him  ;  together 
with  a  feleclion  of  the  moral  and  defcriptive 
beauties  of  his  elegant,  ingenious  ^and  devout 
writings,  which  have  beenfo  well  received  by 
the  public  in  general,  and  continue  to  be  read 
with  pleafure  (as  doubtless  they  ever  wilt  be  J 
by  the  ferious,  difcerning  and  ingenious  of  all 
denominations.  In  his  life  and  character,  the 
reader  will  find '  fever al  anecdotes,  vjhicfrare 
not  mentioned  by  the  editor  of  his  Letters,  but 
are  properly  auth  nticated  by  fever  a  I  of  his 
intimate  friends ,  now  living,  and  ferite  to  illus- 
trate that  genuine  piety,  humility  and  bene- 
volence, for  which  he  was  fo  jujtly  admired^ 
and  defervedly  ejieemed. 
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In  the  extracts  from  his  works*,  the  mojl 
pleafing  piclurefque,  and  inftruclive  paffages 
arefelecled,for  the  rational  entertainment  of 
perfons  of  all  agest  (as  the  utile  dulci  of  the 
ancients  was)  to  improve  the  under/landing, 
excite  to  the  love,  and  ajjlfl  in  the  praclice  of 
virtue  and  true  piety,  arrayed  in  all  the  enga- 
ging charms  a  lively  fancy,  folia]  judgment  and 
moft  fertile  genius  can  imagine  or  def cribs. 

*  The  extracts  are  not  placed  alphabetical- 
ly, but  m  they  follow  on  in  perufal. 
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OF       THE       LATE 

i 

Rev.   Mr.  JAMES  HER  VET,   M.  Ao 

Rector   oj  Weston-Favell,  in  Nortk- 
amptonshire^ 


TH  E  Reverend  Mr.  James  Hervey 
was  born  on  Friday  the  26  th  of  Fe- 
brnary,  17 13- 14,  at  Hardingftone,  a  vil- 
lage about  a  mile  from  Northampton  j  his 
mother  taught  him  to  read,  and  kept  him 
at  home  till  he  was  (even  years  old,  when 
he  was  fent  as  a  day  fcholar  to  the  free 
grammar  fchool  at  Northampton;  there  he 
continued  under  .the  tuition  of  a  Mr.  Clarke, 
matter  of  the  fchool,  and  vicar  of  St.  Se- 
pulchre's in  that  pariih,  till  he  was  {even- 
teen,  learning  the  Latin  and  Greek  languag- 
es, in  which  he  wfculd  have  made  a  much 
earlier  progrefs,  had  he  not  been  kept  back 
by  his  mailer,  who  (out  of  a  blind  pater- 
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nal  affection  and  partiality)  would  fu'ffer- 
none  of  his  fcholars  to  learn  fafter  than  his 
own  fon. 

In  the  year  173 1  he  was  fent  by  his  fa- 
ther to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  enMfv* 
ed  a  Fellow  of  Lincoln  College,  wherene 
refided  feven  years,  and  took  his  degree  of 
Batchelor  of  Arts*  ;  during  his  continuance 
here,  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Dr.  Keil's 
Anatomy,  Dr.  Derham's  Phyflco  and  Af- 
tro-Theology,  ,and  Spectacle  de  la  Nature, 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Humphrey's,  which  lafl 
work  he  read  with  peculiar  pleafure ;  nor 
was  he  lefs  delighted  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Spence's  Effay  on  Pope's  Odyfiey,  to  which 
he  often  acknowledged  himlelf  greatly  in- 
debted for  his  improvement  in  flile  and 
compofition. 

He  entered  into  holy  orders  as  foon  as 
his  age  and  the  cannons  of  the  church  would 
allow,  and  became  curate  to  his  father,  who 
was  then  poileffed  of  the  living  of  Wellon- 
Faveli  and  Cellingtree,  near  Northamp- 
ton; in  the  year  1738,  he  went  by  invita- 
tion to-Stoke  Abbey,  the  feat  of  his  valua- 
ble friend,    Paul  Orchard,  Efq.f  ^ere  he 

*  Mr.  Hervey  took  his  degree  of  Matter  of  arts  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1752,  and  entered  at  Clarehall. 

f  This  gentleman  was  the  father  of  Paul  Orchard,  Efq.  for 
1  whcKO  Mr.  Hervey  ttood  fponfor,  and  to  whom.,  he  dcoicatcd 
the  fecond  volume  of  his  Meditations. 


MEMOIRS  of  HERVEY.  15 

*"  ■* 

continued  above  two  years,  greatly  efteem- 
ed  and  refpected. 

In  the  year  1740  he  undertook  the  cura- 
cy cf  Biddeford,  fourteen  miles  from  Stoke 
Abbey ;  here  he  had  a  large  congregation^ 
though  the  incdfhe,  with  the  affiftance  of 
friends,  did'not  exceed  fixty  pounds  a  year* ; 
in  this  place,  and  very  probably  about  this 
time,  he  planned  his  ingenious  meditations  -, 
the  firft  volume  of  which  was  publifhed  in 
Februaiy,  1745-6,  and  the  fecond  in  De- 
cember, 1747,  which  have  been  fo  well  re- 
ceived by  the  public,  that  the  twenty-firft 
edition  of  them  appeared  laft  year. 

About  the  year  1743  he  returned  from 
Biddeford  to  Wefton-Favell,  leaving  behind 
him  many  difconiblate  friendsf;  and  conti- 
nued curate  to  his  father  till  June  1750,  at 
which  time,  being  greatly  impaired  in  health 
occasioned  by  his  conitant  attention  to  his 
duty  J,  he  removed  to  London  to  try  what 


*  This  fum,  though  hardly  fufficient  to  maintain  him,  he 
enjoyed  with  thankfulnefs,  and  was  univerfally  beloved  for  his' 
piety,  humility,  and  diligent  difcharge  cf  his  duty. 

f  The  rector  dying,  and  the  new  one  difmijfing  Mr.  Her- 
yey  from  the  curacy  (though  againfl  the  confent  of  all  the  pa- 
rifhoners,  who  would  have  maintained  him  at  their  own  ex- 
pence)  was  the  occafion  of  his  leaving  Biddeford. 

\  This,  if  it  may  be  fliled  a  fault,  few,  if  any  of  oyr  clergy* 
2»en  in  the  prefent  day,  can  be  charged  witiv 
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effecT  a  change  of  air  and  relaxation  of  mind 
would  have  upon  him  :  here  he  ftaid  from 
June,  1750,  till  about  May,  1752,  in  which 
time  he  had  a  very  fevere  and  dangerous  fit 
of  illnefs  ;  being  recovered,  and  his  father 
dying  in  this  year,  he  returned  to  Weflon- 
I\avell,  and  fucceeded  him  in  that  and  the 
living  of  Coilingtree,  worth  about  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pounds  a  year. 

In  November  following  he  puolifhed,  in 
a  letter  to  a  lady  of  quality,  his  remarks  on 
Lord  Bollingbroke's  letters  on  the  ftudy 
and  ufe  of  hiftory,  f6  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  andefpe- 
cially  to  the  cafe  of  Noah  denouncing  a 
curfe  upon  Canaan;  the  next  year  he  pub- 
lilhed,  for  the  benefit  of  a  poor  fick  child, 
a  ferrnon  which  he  preached  at  the  vifitati- 
on  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Northampton,  un- 
der the  title  of  "  The  Crofs  of  Chrift,  the 
Chriftian's  glory;"  a  few  months  afterwards 
he  wrote  a  recommendatory  preface  to 
Burnham's  pious  memorials. 

In  1755  he  publifliedhis  Theron  and  Af- 
pafio,  or  dialogues  and  letters  on  the  moil 
important  and  interefting  fubjecls,  which 
met  with  great  approbation  from  the  un- 
prejudiced and  decerning,  excepting  thofe 
who  differed  in  religious  fentiments  from 
Mr,  Hervey,  concerning  the  imputed  righ-r 
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teoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  of  which  thefc  dia- 
logues principally  treat ;  eipecially  the  ReT 
verend  Mr.  John  We  (ley,  Sandeman,  and 
a  few  others*. 

In  Augufl  1757,  Mr.  Hervey  publifhed 
three  fermons  which  he  had  preached  on 
public  fail-days,  to  which  have  been  fince 
added,  his  vifitation  fermon  preached  in 
1753,  his  pofthumous  fermon  on  cc  the  mi- 
"  niitry  of  Reconciliation,"  and  his  "  Con- 
fC  fiderations  on  the  prevailing  cuflom  or  fa*- 
"  fhion  of  vifiting  on  Sundays ;"  all  which 
evidently  manifefted  his  genuine  piety,  and 
earned  defire  to  promote  the  caufe  and  in- 
tereil  of  his  great  Lord  and  Mailer. 


o 


Li  this  year  alfo,  he  publifhed  a  new  edi- 
tion of  his  favorite  author,  Mr.  Jenk's  Me- 
ditations, in  two  volumes,  with  a  flrong  re- 
corn  mendatory  preface,  mewing  the  u^e  and 
excellency  of  them  ;  but-his  conilitution  be- 
ing weak,  and  his  illnefs  (which  was  of  the 
cOiifumptive  kind,  under  which  he  had  la- 
boured for  feveral  momhsj  with  lingular  pa.- 


*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Johti  Wefley,'  Sandeman,  and  leveral  other 
perfons,  publifhed  letters  in  anfwer,  or  rather  opposition  to  Mr. 
Kervey's  Theron  and  Afpalio,  feme  little  '  itne  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  latter;  endeavouring  to  prove  Mc*.  Hervey's  fenti- 
ments  erroneous  and  unfcriptural,  which  Mr.  Hervey,  together' 
with  feveral  friends  and  efpoufers  of  his  tenets  an fwered.  (S,'c 
4  Defence  of  Thtran  arid  Jifpafto^  printed  for  C.  D'dly  in  the  JPanS^ 
trj.J 
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tierfce  and  fubmiflion)  increafing  on  him  a- 
bout  Odtober,  1758,  gave  great  reafon  to 
fear  his  ufefulnefs  would  foon  be  terminated, 
as  it  proved ;  for  on  the  2d  of  December 
following,  in  the  evening,  after  praying  with 
his  family,  he  feemed  to  be  arretted  by  the 
ftroke  of  death,  fo  that  it  was  with  difficul- 
ty his  filter  and  fervant  got  him  up  flairs  to 
his  own  room  :  from  this  time,  growing 
worfe  every  day,  he  became  fenfible  that  his 
end  was  near.  He  had  now  frequent  and 
violent  fits  of  the  cramp,  which  gave  him 
great  pain,  and  ahefbic  cough,  which  wasfo 
bad  at  night,  that  he  could  feldom  lie  in  bed 
till  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,*  and  oblig- 
ed him  often  to  get  up  at  two.- 

Onthe  1-5  th  of  this  month  he  complain- 
ed of  a  pain  in  his  fide,  for  which  he  was 
blooded,  at  his  own  defire,  though  againft 
the  confent  of  his  worthy  friend  and  phyfi- 
cian  Dr.  Stonhoufe  ;  who  apprehended  him 
too  weak  to  bear  it.  When  the  furgeon 
car>fe,  he  could  fcarcely  perceive  any  pulia- 
tion, and  therefore  took  away  only  four  oun- 
ces of  blood,  intimating  to  thofe.  around, 
that  the  cafe  was  defperate.- 

The  Rev-  Mr.  Abraham  Maddocks,  his 


*  Mr.  Hervey,  when  in  Lealth,   ufually  got  up  about  fix  ill 
the  morning  in  winter,  and  much  earlier  in  fummer.. 
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curate,  being  with  him  in  the  afternoon, 
Mr.  Hervey  fpoke  to  him  in  very  ftrong 
and  pathetic  terms  of  his  affurance  of  faith, 
and  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift.*  On  the 
nineteenth  the  pains  of  his  body  abated,  and 
he  grew  drowfy  and  lethargic  -,  the  next  day 
Dr.  Stonhoufe  came  to  fee  him,  and  decla- 
red, in  his  opinion,  Mr.  Hervey.  could  not  - 
live  above  four  days  longer. f. 

*  Thefe  were  his  exprefftons,  "  O  what  and  how  much  has 
"  Chrift  done  for  me,  and  how  little  have  I  done  for  fo  loving  a 
"  Saviour  !  If  I  preached  even  once  a  week,  it  was  at  laft  a  bur- 
"  den  to  me  ;  I  have  not  vifited  the  people  of  my  parifh  as  I 
"  ought  to  ha~ve  done,  and  thus  have  preached  as  it  were  from 
"  houfe  to  houfe  ;  I  have  not  taken  every  opportunity  of  fpeak- 
"  ing  for  Chrift."  Thefe  expreffions  were  accompanied  with 
tears,  which,  left  they  fhould  be  minnterpreted,  as  they  had  been 
converftng  of  his  approaching  end,  and  his  affurance  of  faith, 
he  proceeded  thus  : — "  Don't  think  that  I  am  afraid  to  die  ;  I 
"  affure  you  I  am  not.  I  know  what  my  Saviour  has  done  for 
"  me,  and  I  want  to  be  gone  ;  but  I  wonder  and  lament  to' 
"  think  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  in  doing  fo  much  for  me,  and 
•'  how  little  I  have  done  for  him."— " 

In  another  converfation,  difconrfmg  likewife  of  his  ap-' 

proaching  dhTolution  (which  he  always  did  with  the  utmoft 
ealmnefs  and  ferenity,)  and  of  the  little  which  we  know  of 
God's  word,  he  faid,  "  How  many  preciours  texts  are  therfe, 
"  big  with  the  moft  rich  truths  of  Chrift,  which  we  cannot 
t:  comprehend,  which  we  know  nothing  of;  and  of  thofe  we  c\o 
"  know,  how  few  do  we  remember?  A  good  tsextaacy  is  a' 
"  good  divine,  and  that  is  the  armour,  the  word  of  God  is  the 
"  fword.  Thofe  tetts  are  the  weapons  which  I  muft  ufe,  when 
"  that  fubtle  fpirit  that  arch-adverfary  of  mankind,  conies  to 
"  tempt  and  Cft  me  in  my  laft  conflict.  Surely  I  had  need  be 
iC  well  provided  with  thefe  weapons ;  I  had  need  have  my  aui- 
*'  ver  full  of  them,  to  anfwer  Satan  with  texts  out  of-  the  word 
**  of  God  when  he  affaults  rue." 


■     f  The  Doctor  happening,  on  this  vifit,  to  fpeak  of  the  many 
confolaticns  through  Chrift,  which  a  good  man  enjoys  in  the 
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The  day  before  his  death,  Mr.  Kervcy 
went  a  few  Heps  acrofs  his  room,  but  find- 
ing his  flrength  failing  him,  he  funk,  rather 
than  fell  down,  his  fall  being  broken  by  his 
lifter,  who  obferving  his  weaknefs  ran  and 
caught  him  -,  but  he  fainted  away,  and  was 
to  all  human  appearance  dead,  it  being  a 
confiderable  time  before  any  pulfe  could  be 
perceived. 

When  he  came  to  himfelf,  and  his  bro- 
ther, Mr.  William  Hervey,  who  was  come 
from  London  to  vifit  him,  faid,  we  were 
afraid  you  was  gonef  he  anfwered,  "  Iwiih 
"■I  had."  And  well  he  might  wiih  fo, 
coniidering  his  painful  and  melancholy  con- 
dition; for  his  ftrength  was  exhaufted,  'his 


profpecl:  of  death ;  and  difcourfmg  on  the  ernptinefs  of  worldly 
honour  to  an  immortal,  and  the  unprofitablenefs  of  riche3  to  the 
ungodly,  Mr.  Hervey  replied,  "  True,  Doctor,  true;  the  only 
"  valuable  treafures  are  in  heaven  ;  what  would  it  avail  me'now, 
"  tobearchbifhop  of  Canterbury.  Difeafe  would  fheW  no  re- 
"  fpefh  to  my  mitre.  It  isgodlinefs  and  not  grandeur  that  will 
avail  me  hereafter.  The  gcfpel  is  offered  to  me,  a  poor  coun- 
try parfon,  the  fame  as  it  is  to  his  Grace.  Chrift  makes  no 
"  difference  between  us.  Oh!  why  then  do  niiniflers  thus  ne'- 
"  gleet  the  charge  of  fo  kind  a  Saviour  ;  fawn  upon  the  great, 
"  and  hunt  after  worldly  preferments  with  fo  much  eagernefs, 
"  to  the  difgrace  of  cur  orders  ?  Thefe,  thefe  are  the  things, 
"  Doctor,  and  not  our  poverty  or  obfeurity  which  render  the 
"  clergy  fo  juftly  contemptible  to  the  worldlings.  No  wonder 
"  the  Service  of  our  church,  grieved -I  am  to  fay  it,  is  become 
"  fuch  a  formal  hfelefs  thing,  fince  it  is,  alas!  too  generally  exc- 
"  cuted  by  perfens  dead  to  godlinefs  in  all  their  cenverfation  ; 
"  whofe  indifferent  religion  and  worldly  minded  bebavior.r  pro- 
"  claim  the  little  regard  they  pay  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Lord 
"  who  bought  them." 
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body  extremely  emaciated,  and  his  bones 
fo  fore  that  he  could  not  bear  any  one  to 
touch  him  hardly,  when  it  was  neceflary 
to  move  him ;  yet  in  the  midft  of  his  fuf- 
ferings,  he  was  ever  praifing  God,  for  his 
mercies*,  and  for  granting  him  patience-}-. 

On  the  25th  (Chriftmas  day)  on  which 
he  died,  Mr.  Maddocks  paying  him  a  morn- 
ing vifit,  Mr.  Hervey  lift  his  head  and 
opened  his  eyes,  as  he  fat  in  his  eafy  chair 
(for  he  could  net  lie  -down)  to  fee  who  it 
was,  and  faid,  "  Sir,  I  cannot  talk  with  you 
now." 

He  complained  much  all  the  day  of  a 
great  inward  conflict,  which  he  had,  lay- 
ing his  hand  upon  his  breaft,  and  faying, 
"  O  !  you  know  not  how  great  a  conflict  I 
tc  have."  During  this  time  he  aimoll  con- 
ftantly  lift  his  eyes  towards  heaven,  with 
his  hands  elaiped  together  in  praying  form, 
and  faid  two  or  three  times, — cc  When  this 
"  great  conflict  is  over,  then—"    but  faid 


*  He  never  received  a  tit  of  lemon  to  moiften  his  mouth, 
without  thanking  God  for  his  goodnefs,  in  creating  fo  many- 
helps  and  refreftunents  to  a  fick  decaying  body. 

f  A  few  years  before  he  died,  when  Mr.  Hervey  was  at  his 
brother's  houfe  in  London,  he  had  a  fevere  fever,  in  which  he 
had  feveral  blifters;  on  this  occafion  Mr.  William  Hervey  writ- 
ing tb'one  of  his  intimate  friends  fays,  "  My  brother  is  indeed 
"  an  example  of  patience  ;  he  has  not  fpoke  one  Gngle  wcrd  of 
"  peevifhnefs  during  his  whole  illnefs." 
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no  more;  though  v/e"may  naturally  fuppofe 
he  meant  then  he  mould  be  at  reft.  Dr. 
Stonhoufe  came  to  fee  him  about  three 
hours  before  he  died.  Mr.  Hervey  ftrong- 
Iy  and  affectionately  urged  on  him  the  im- 
portance and  care  of  his  everlafiing  con- 
cerns, as  here  is  no  abiding  place ;  and  in- 
treated  him  not  to  be  over-charged  with 
the  cares  of  this  life,  but  to  attend  to  the 
one  thing  needful. 

"Which  done,  the  pooreft'can  no  wants  endure, 
"And  which  not  done,  the  richeft  mull  be  poor*." 

Pope. 

The  doctor  feeing  the  great  difficulty  and 
pain  with  which  he  fpoke  (for  he  was  al- 
moft  fuffocated  with  phlegm  and  frequent 
vomitings)  and  .finding,  by  his  pulfe,  that 
the  pangs  of  death  were,  then  coming  on, 
defired.  that  he  would  fpare  himfelf :  "  No," 
faid  he,  Cf  Doctor,  no ;  you  tell  me  I  have 
"  but  a  few  moments  to  live,  O !  let  me 
"  fpend  them  in  adoring  our  "great  Re- 
"  deemer."  He  then  repeated  the  26th 
verfe  of  die  lxxiii  Pfalm  ;  "  Though  my 
"  flefh  and  my  heart  fail  me,  yet  God  is 
"  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  porti- 
fi  on  for  ever." 

A  little  while  after  this  he  expatiated  in 

*  Mr.  Hervey  was  very  fond  of,  and  ufed  frequently  to  re» 
peat  thefe  lines  with  a  peculiar  emphafts. 
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a  mofc  ftriking  manner  en  the  ill  of  Co- 
rinthians, chap.  iii.  ver.  .22,  23.  "  All 
"  things  are  yours,  life  and  death  j — for  ye 
"  are  Chrifl's."  «  Here,"  fays  he,  «  is 
"  the  treafure  of  a  Chriftian.  Death  is 
<c  reckoned  among  this  inventory,  and  a 
<f  noble  treafure  it  is.  How  thankful  am 
"  I  for  death,  as  it  is  the  pafTage  through 
' "  which  I  pafs  to  the  Lord  and  Giver  of 
■"  eternal  life;  and  as  it  frees  me  from  all 
■"  this  milery,  yen  now  fee  me  endure,  and 
"  which  I  am  willing  to  endure  as  long  as 
"  God  thinks  fit ;  for  I  know  he  will  by 
<c  and  by,  in  his  own  good  time,  difmifs 
<f  me  from  the  body.  Thefe  light  afflic~ti- 
"  ons  are  but  for  a  moment,  and  then 
"  comes  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.  Oh 
<c  welcome,  welcome  death !  thou  mayefr. 
e<  well  be  reckoned  among  the  treafures  of 
<c  the  Chriftian — To  live  is  Chrift,  but  to 
"  die  is  gain*. 

He're  he  paufed  a  little,  and  then  with 
great  ftrenity  and  fweetnels  in  his  counte- 
nance, repeated  thofe  words:  "Lord,  now 
■"  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace, 
<f  according  to  thy  mofl  holy  and  comfort- 
"  able  words,  for  mine  eyes  have  fecn  thy 
-"  precious  falvationf."  "Here,  Doctor, 
"  is  my  cordial:   what  are  all  the  cordials 

*  Phillppians,  i.  21,  f  Luke  ii.  »9,  30, 
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"  given  to  fupport  the  dying  in  compari- 
cc  fon  of  that,  which  ariies  from  the  pro- 
<f  mifes  of  falvation  by  Chrift  ?  .  this,  this 
"  fupports  me." — About  three  o'clock  he 
faid,  "  the  great  conflict  is  over,  now  all  is 
<:  done."  After  which  he  fcarce  fpoke  any 
words  intelligibly,  except  now  and  then, 
"  precious  falvation." 

During  the  laft  hour  he  faid  nothing,  but 
leaned  his  head  againft  the  fide  of  his  eafy 
chair,  and  in  this  poflure,  without  a  figh, 
groan,  or  ftruggle,  fhut  his  eyes  eternally 
on  this  world,  and  died  in  the  Lord,  be- 
tween four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  Chriilmas  day,  1758,  and  in  the  forty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age. 

When  his  body  was  conveyed  to  the 
filent  chambers  of  the  grave,  it  was  cover- 
ed by  his  own  exprefs  defire  with  the  poor's 
pall,  and  he  was  buried  under  the  commu- 
nion table  in  the  chancel  of  Weflon-Favell 
church,  on  Friday,  December  23th,  in  the 
prefence  of  a  numerous  congregation,  full 
of  regret  for  the  lofs  of  fo  excellent  a  paf- 
tor :  his  funeral  indeed  was  a  moil  awful 
and  very  affecting  fight.  Mr.  Maddocks, 
his  curate,  who  buried  him,  was  hirnfelf 
in  tears  j — fome  were  wringing  tneir  hands, 
others  fobbing  5  many  were  fikntly  weep- 
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ing,   but  all  were  inwardly  arid  'fmee  c: 
grieved,  as  their  looks  fufEciently  teilifu-i ll 

It  may  truly  be  faid  of  him,   that 
lives  have  ever  been  more  heavenly: — i 
deaths  have,  ever  been  more  triumphani :. — * 
He  died  in  the  Lord,  and  is  now  at  r> 
where  even  the  wicked  ceafe   from  th 
bjing:  his  name  is  recorded  in  the  anna)1  o\ 
eternity,  and  the  honours  conferred  on  •  in 
by  Chrift,  will  for  ever  cor  coming 

and  incorruptible  in  the  worffl  of  glforf, 

lis  character;  both  in  L'f  public  «nd 
private  -capacity,  was  of  th^  nioft  ekem- 
plary  kind, 

% 
,    As  a  mahiftef  he  performed  ail  tJi-i 
-ties  of  that  office  with  the  greateii 
nefs. — In  the   pulpit   lie   was  ] 

fervent,  and  mewed  that  he  felt  the'- 
cacy  of  v/hat   he  preached,  .  Nor  did  hd 
think  it  iiiflicient   to  preach  on   Sabba 
only,  but  itt  up  '  a    weekly   lecture     • 
■y  "vVcdnefday  evtnlriigj  at 
church.     The  laff  two  <S?r  three  years  of 

d  fcarce  do  any  thing  more  than 
preach  ence  on  the  Sabbath,  when  pko) 
from  many  miles    around  flocked  to  hca; 
him.     His   Wedneidav  evening  leclure  a 

m,    he  difcer  i    the  lair   year 

He  had  not.  been  able  for  feme  titttfl  to 
C 
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preach  at  Collingtree,  or  to  vifit  his  pa- 
rifhioners  at  their  own  houies,  as  his  cuf- 
tom  had  been -,  but  he  encouraged  them 
to  come  to  him,  and  to  converfe  freely  up- 
on the  fubjects  relating  to  their  eternal  in- 
terefts,  and  on  fuch  occafions  he  would 
fpeak  with  a  force  and  propriety  peculiar  to 
himfelf. 

He  always  preached  without  notes,  ex- 
cept on  fome  very  particular  occafions  j 
and  his  method  was  judicious,  clear,  and 
not  encumbered  with  too  many  fubdivifi- 
ons.  His  weaknefs  rendering  him  for  fe- 
veral  months  before  his  death  incapable  of 
Ipeaking  to  his  congregation  as  ufual,  he 
fhortened  his  difcourfes,  and  took  a  moft 
ufeful  method  of  inculcating  his  inflructi- 
ons ;  for  after  he  had  expounded  his  text, 
and  divided  his  fermon  into  two  heads, 
(rarely  intomore,andnever  exceeding  three) 
he  would  fpeak  briefly,  and  at  the  conclu- 
iion  of  each  head  enforce  what  he  had  faid, 
by  a  pertinent  text  of  fcripture,  defiring  his 
congregation  (which  was  generally  very 
numerous)  to  turn  to  their  biblesf  and  dou- 
ble down  the  text.  "  Now,"  added  he, 
f<  my  dear  brethren,  if  you  forget  my  fer- 
<f  mon,  you  cannot  forget  God's  word  in 
Cf  this  text,  unlefs  you  wilfully  throw  your 
<f  bibles  ailde.  Shew  thefe  to  your  chil- 
"  dren,  or  the  abfent  part  of  your  family 
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ff  when  you  return  home." — Then  he  gave  a 
ftriking  exhortation,  at  the  end  of  it  another 
text  for  them  to  double  down,  fo  that  he 
had  always  three  texts ;  in  order  to  their 
finding -of  which,  he  paufed  in  the  pulpit 
two  or  three  minutes. 

He  endeavoured  as  much  as  poffible  to 
diveft  himfelf  in  his  public  dilcourfes  of  his 
ufual  elegance  of  ftile,  and  to  adapt  his  lan- 
guage to  the  lowefl  capacity.  In  this  he 
followed  the  example  of  Luther,  who  in  his 
table  talk  fays,  "  If  in  my  preaching  I  were 
"  to  pay  a  regard  to  Philip  Melarir&hon,  and 
"  other  learned  divines,  then  I  fhould  do  lit— 
{C  tie  good.  I  preach  in  the ;  plaineft:  man- 
<f  ner  to  the  illiterate,  and  that  gives  con- 
^-tent  to  all." 

His  method  of  catechifing  children  in 
church,  and  of  fpeaking  to  them  in  private, 
was  very  engaging  and  ufeful.  He  would 
a(k  not  only  fuch  queflions  as  were  iuitable 
to  the  words  of  the  catechifm,  but  alfo  fuch 
as  would  flrikc  at  the  capital  vices  of  his  pa- 
rjHwone'rs,  yet  without  giving  perfonal  of- 
fence. - 

Some  of  his  parifhicners  having  lain  in 
bed  on  the  Sabbath  morning;  longer  than  he 
approved,  ana  others  having  been  bufy  in 
foddering  their  cattle  when  he  was  coming 
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to  church,  and  fevenu  having  frequented  rhe 
alcl  thus  catechifed  one  of  thechii- 

«&rei  '-".-■■■e  the  congregation  : — Repeat  me 
the  fourth  commandment.  Now,  little  man, 
do  you  underftand  the  meaning  of  this  com- 
mandment ?  Yes  fir. — Then  if  you  dor 
you  will  be  able  to  anfwer  me  thefe  quefti- 
ons. — Do  they  keep  holy  the  Sabbath-day 
who  lie  in  bed  till  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning  inftead  of  rifirg  to  fay  their 
prayers'  and  read  the  Bible  f  No  fir.— -Do 
thofe  keep  the  Sabbath  who  fodder  their 
cattle  when  ether  people  are  going  to 
church  ?  i.  No  'fir. — Does  God  Almighty 
blefs  fuch  people  as  go  to  alehoufes,  and  do 
not  mind  the  inflructions  of  their  minifcer  ? 
No  fir? — Do  not  thofe  that  love  God  read 
the  bible  to  their  families,  particularly  on 
Sabbath-day  evening,  and  have  prayers  eve- 
ry morning  and  night,  in  their  hou.fes?  Yes, 
fir.-  : 

He  miially  breakfafled  at  nine,  after  hav- 
ing called  his  family  together,  and  required 
each  of  his  fervants  to  repeat  by  heart  the 
text  which  he  had  explained  the  preceding 
evening,  and  then  he  would  recapitulate  his 
expofition  ;  by  which  method  both  his  text 
and  commentary  were  imprinted  on  their 
memories  :  after  this  he  had  prayers. 

In  the  afternoon  when  he  was  called  down 
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to  tea,  he  ufually  brought  his  Hebrew  Bible  ■ 
or  Greek  Teftament  with  him,  and  would 
fpeak  either  upon  one  or  more  verfes,  as 
occafion  offered ;  and  in  the  fummer  feafon 
he  would  now  and  then  drink  tea,  when  his 
health  would  permit  him,  with  fome  of  his 
moft  ferious  parifhioners  •,  and  then  five  or 
fix  of  the  neighbours  were  invited ;  and  Mr. 
Hervey's  converfation  was  remarkably  im- 
proving, as  he  had  a  happy  talent  at  fpiritu- 
alizing  almoil  every  incident,  and  was  natu- 
rally of  a  moft  obliging  and  cheerful  difpofi- 
tion. 

In  the  exercife  of  his  charity,  he  chofe  to 
clothe  the  poor  rather  than  to  give  them' 
money:  and  he  would  get  fome  judicious 
perfon  to  buy  linen,  coarfe  cloth,  ftockings, 
moes,.&c.  for  them  at  the  beft  hand :  al- 
ledging  that  the  poor  could  not  purchafe  on 
fuch  good  terms  what  they  wanted  at  the  lit- 
tle fhops,  and  with  fmall  fums  of  money. 
"  I  am,  (aid  he,  God's  fte ward  for  the  poor, 
and  I  muft  hufband  the  little  pittance  I  have 
to  bellow  upon  them,  and  make  it  go  as  far 
as  pofiible."  But  when  money  would  be 
really  ferviceable  to  a  family,  as  to  a  prudent 
houfe-keeper,  didi-efTed  by  ficknefs  or  rnif- 
fortunes,  he  would  give  five  or  more  guineas 
at  a  time  ;  taking  care  that  it  iliculd  not  be 
known  whence  the  money  came.  He  was 
particularly  defircus  oi'  getting  Lie  advice  of 
C  2 
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a  phyfician  (or  at  leaftoffome  judicious  a- 
pothecary)  for  the  fick  poor ;  and  was  ever 
ready  to  procure  them  the  very  belt  medi- 
cines. He  would  frequently  petition  fuch 
phyficians  of  his  acquaintance  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  as  he  apprehended  to 
be  charitably  difpofed,  to  give  their  advice 
occafionally  when  they  rode  through  a  town, 
to  fuch  poor  creatures,  as  the  clergyman  of 
the  place,  or  fome  fubftantial  inhabitant, 
mould  recommend,  as  real  objects  of  com- 
panion. He  greatly  difapproved  of  the 
clergy's  attempting  to  give  medicine  to  their 
parifhioners  ;  as  he  thought  it  impoffible  for 
them  to  do  it  with  the  requifite  judgment. 
u  Let  my  brethren,"  he  would  fay  <c  give 
them  wine,  bread,  or  beer,  and  get  good 
fpoon-meats  made  for  them ;  but  medicines 
are  of  too  important  a  nature  to  be  giv?n  in- 
difcriminately."  He  obferved  that!  by  his 
own  method  the  fick  poor  had  the  very  beft 
medicines,  as  the  phyfician  faw  them*himfclf, 
and  bought  them  very  cheap ;  becaufe  the 
apothecary,  knowing  they  were  for  charita- 
ble ufes,  charged  the  phyfician  no  more  than 
prime  coft,  with  fome  little  allowance  mere- 
ly for  his  trouble  in  compounding  them  j 
and  as  the  phyfician  knew  what  difeafes 
were  curable,  there  was  no  wafle  of  medi- 
cine in  fruitlefs  attempts  to  cure  cafes,which, 
though  actually  incurable,  perfons  of  leis 
judgment  could  not  pronounce  to  be  fo. 
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He  gave  away  a  great  number  of  good 
books,  with  fuitable  inftrudtions  for  their 
life,  and  efpecially  Bibles.  In  the  blank 
leaf  he  frequently  wrote  fomething  Unking, 
or  elfe  ftuck  in  a  printed  paper,  relating  to 
the  promifes  of  God  in  and  through  Jefus 
Chrift. 

His  income  was  but  fmall,  and  it  may 
be  wondered  how  he  managed  it  fo  well, 
as  to  have  fuch  large  fums  to  fpare  for  cha- 
ritable ufes.  He  fold  the  copy  of  his  Me- 
ditations, after  it  had  patted  through  feve- 
ral  editions  -,  which  fale  of  the  copy,  and 
the  profits  of  the  former  impreffions,  a- 
mounted  to  about^.700,  aH  which  he  gave 
away  in  charity.  He  made  of  it  a  bank 
for  the  poor.  tf  This,"  faid  he,  "  I  have 
*f  devoted  to  God,  I  will  on  no  account 
c<  apply  it  to  any  worldly  ufes  :  I  write  not 
"  for  profit  or  for  fame,  but  to  ferve  the 
<c  caufe  of  God ;  and  as  he  has  blefTed  my 
"  attempt,  I  think  myfelf  bound  to  re- 
"  lieve  the  diitreffes  of  my  fellow  creatures 
*'  with  the  profit  that  comes  from  this 
"  quarter."  He  has  likewife  left  all  the 
future  profits  of  his  works  to  fome  of  the 
charitable  ufes  above  ipecified. 

In  any  expence  relating  to  himfelf,  he 
w:t3  extremely  frugal,  that  he  might  be  li- 
beral to  others  -,  and  it  was  always  his  de~" 
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fire  to  die  juft  even  with  the  world.  "  I 
"  will  be  my  own  executor,"  faid  he.  And 
as  he  died  on  Chriftmas  day,  his  fund  ex- 
pired almofl  with  his  life.  What  little  re- 
mained, he  defired  might  be  given  in  warm 
clothing  to  the  poor  in  that  fevere  feafon. 

To  the  inftances  of  his  charity  we  may 
properly  add  an  incident  which  affords  a 
very  ftrong»proof,  not  only  of  the  benevo- 
lence of  his  heart,  but  of  his  regard  to 
practical  religion,  and  to  the  doing  of  eve- 
ry good  work  within  his  power. 

A  day  or  two  before  his  death,  when  he  ' 
was  reduced  to  fuch  extreme  weaknefs  as 
to  be  unable  to  read,  and  could  with  diffi- 
culty fpeak,  a  little  account  being  fettled 
with  him  by  a  friend,  on  the  balance  of 
which  he  received  eighteen  millings,  look- 
ing on  the  money  with  great  indifference, 
he  expreffed  himfelf  to  this  effect,  "  I  would 
gladly  difpofe  of  this  fmall  fum  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  may  do  the  molt  good ;  it  is  the 
only  act  which  I  now  am,  and  probably  the 
laft  that  I  mall  be  able  to  perform.  Give 
yourfelf  the  trouble  of  looking  amongft 
thefe  books,  and  you  will  find  Mr.  Rich- 
ard's pamphlet,  at  the  latter  end  of  which 
are,  I  remember,  fome  hints  concerning  the 
means  of  promoting  religion  in  ourfelves 
and  others,  which  (even  with  fome  additi- 
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cms  and  improvements,  which  you  might 
eafily  make)  will  not  fill  more  than  a  fheet 
of  paper  ;  and  if  iluck  up  or  framed,  might 
be  particularly  ufefbl  in  that  form;  let  then 
fuch  a  number  of  them  be  printed  and  giv- 
en away  as  this  money  will  admit  of."  His 
orders  were  properly  executed,  and  the  evi- 
dences of  fuch  an  angelic  temper  were 
equally  matter  of  edification  and  comfort  to 
his  friends,  as  this  charitable  legacy  (if  we 
may  fo  call  it)  will  Ue  to  all  who  receive 
and  rightly  ufe  it. 

This  incident,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be 
candidly  confidered  by  thofe  who  draw  fuch 
inferences  from  his  favourite  doctrine,  and 
ftrong  expreffions  of  the  all-fufficient  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chriil,  as  his  whole  life  did  in 
the  moll  exemplary  manner  confute.  No 
man  had  ever  a  greater  difregard  for  money, 
which  he  efleermed  unworthy  of  his  notice, 
upon  any  other  account  than  as  it  furnifh- 
ed  him  with  the  means  of  doing  good.  Sure- 
ly we  may  here  borrow  the  fentiment  and 
exprefllon  of  our  celebrated  poet,  and  juf<:~ 
ly  conclude,  that, 

**  He  felt  his  ruling  paflion  ftrong  in  death." 

In  learning  he  was  inferior  to  few.  Greek 
was  almoft  as  familiar  to  him  as  his  native 
language.     Fie  was  a  great  mafter  of  the 
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olafllcs.;  and  in  the  younger  part  of  his  life 
had  wiitten.fome  verfes}  which  ihewed  ho 
contemptible  genius  for  poetry.     He  had 
a  critical  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  tongue^ , 
and  delighted  in  it. . 

With  refpeft  to  his  private  capacity,  he 
was  never .  known  to  be  in  a  paftlon.     Na» 
^worldly  concerns,  (though  he    fometimes. 
met  with  very,  trying  ones)  ever  effected  - 
him.     His,  humility  rendered  him  invulne- 
rable.    When  he  was  mifreprefented  and 
calumniated,  he  would  fay,  "  Our  enemies 
are  fometimes  our  beft  friends,   and  tell"  us 
truths  i.  and  then  we  mould    amend  our 
faults.,  and  be  thankful  for  fuch  informati- 
on-; and  if  what  they  fay  be  not   true,  and 
only  fpoke  through  malice,  then  iiich  per- 
fons'are  to  be  confidered  as  difeafed  in  their 
minds,  and  we  ought  to  pray   for  them. 
They  are  to  be  pitied,"  fays  he,  tc  and  I  . 
might  as  juftly  be  angry  with  a  man  that  is 
difeafed  in   his   body."      In   his   ordinary 
tranfactions,  with  others,  he  was  ever  cheer-  - 
ful,  punctual,  juft,  and  candid,  to  perfons 
of  every  denomination. 

Yet    notwithstanding  thefe   irrefragable 
proofs,  that  Mr.  Hervey's  opinions-  (even  : 
fuppofing  fome  of  them  in  their  remote  con- 
fequences,  were  not  altogether  defenfible) 
had  no  pernicious  influence  on  fo  excellent  " 
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-a  mind ;  it  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  he 
guards  againft  the  abufes  of  the  Antinomi- 
ans,  though  he  has  himfelf  been  branded 
with  that  odious  name. — Nay,  fome  of  his 
enemies  have  not  fcrupledto  affert,  "That 
his  tenets  were  difhonourable  to  God,  fub- 
verfive  of  all  gofpel-holinefs,  and  deftruclive 
even  of  common  morality,  and  very  injuri- 
ous to  fociety  itfelf,  by  making  men  melan- 
choly and  regardlefs  of  bufinefs." 

Thefe  were  the  very  words  of  an  abufive 
and  anonymous  letter,  fent  to  him  by  the 
poft;  on  which  that  meek  and  excellent 
man  obferved  to  an  intimate  friend,  with  all 
his  ufualmildnefs,  "  Indeed  this  gentleman 
may  be  faid,  I  think,  to  write  at  random.-— 
Surely  he  has  never  read  my  works ;  if  I 
knew  where  to  direct  to  him,  I  fhould  defire 
him  to  turn  to  what  I  have  advanced,  page 
1 24,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  my  Medita- 
tions, and  fuch  -a  reply,  I  would  hope,  might 
convince  him  of  his  miftake." 

"Whatever  vein  of  Calvanifm  runs  through 
his  writings,  yet  the  weakening  the  obliga- 
tions to  purity  and  holinefs  of  life,  were  the 
farthefr.  imaginable  from  his  view  :  and  when 
perfons  of  judgment  have  pointed  out  to  him 
fuch  expreffions  as  were  liable  to  be  mifun- 
derftcod  in  that  refpect,  he  always  difavow- 
cd  any  fuch  meaning,  affirmed,   that   the 
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liberality  of  fpirit,  humility,  and  benevo- 
lence to  mankind  in  general,  which  fo  evi- 
dently appeared  in  his  publications.  But  as 
I  find  him  portrayed  in  a  late  treatife,*  in 
far  more  lively  colours,  and  characterized  in 
much  better  language  than  I  world  flatter 
myfelf  mafter  of,  permit  me  to  extract  it, 
for  the  entertainment,  fatisfaction,  and  be- 
nefit of  my  iefious  readers. 

"  A  more  diligent,  diftinguifhed  and  fuc- 
cefsful  labourer  in  the  church  of  Chrift,. 
has  perhaps  feldom  appeared  f  and  in  few 
characters  was  there  ever  a  more  happy 
conjunction  of  the  gentleman,  the  fcholar, 
and  the  Chriftian.  The  upright  heart?  the 
deep  humility,  under  all  his  attainments, 
the  warmeft  love  to  mankind  in  endeavours 
to  promote  their  Deft  interefts,  the  moft  zea- 
lous attachments  to  truth,  the  nobleft  de- 
fence, as  well  as  the  daily  practice  of  evan- 
gelical holinefs,  the  utmoft  ferenity  of  mind 
under  the  moft  grievous  afflictions,  and  a 
perfect  reftgnation  to  the  will  of  his  hea- 
venly Father,  are  a  few  of  the  outlines  of 
his  character,  and  juftiy  reprefent  him  to 
have  been  a  burning  and  fhining  light  to 
the  world.  As  a  burning  light,  he  warm- 
ed many  by  his  example,  and  as  a  fhining 
light,  he  inftructed  many  by  his  doctrine"  -, 

*  The  Triumphs  cf  Faith;    . 
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he  was  a  ftrenuous  alTerter  of  the  free  grace 
of  God,  taught  men  to  be  rich  in  good 
works,  without  placing  the  leaft  dependance 
upon  them;  the  Saviour  was  all  in  all  to 
him,  and  a  Redeemer's  unfearchable  riches 
it  was  his  bufinefs  and  delight  to  publifh." 
To  bring  Tinners  to  Chrift,  as  needy  beg- 
gars to  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money 
and  without  price,  was  the  conftant  aim  of 
all  his  public  miniftrations  as  well  as  elegant 
writings ;  and  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  make 
both  remarkably  fuccefsful,  and  him  an  in- 
ftrument  of  turning  many  from  the  fervice 
of  Satan  to  the  living  God,  Oh,  that  they 
may  become  more  and  more  fo;  and  that 
many  may  be  led  by  the  fpirit  of  all  grace, 
to  follow  his  fteps,  and -go  and  do  like- 
wife  ! 


* 


When  at  fchool,  Mr.  Hervey  was  al- 
ways remarked  for  genius  and  parts :  and 
he  there  laid  the  foundation  of  that  know- 
ledge which  has  fince  gained  him  fuch  uni- 
verfal  efteem.  Until  the  year  1733,  howe- 
ver, when  he  became  acquainted  with  fome 
perfons  diftinguifhed.  for  their  ferious  im- 
preflions  of  religion  and  zeal  for  its  promoti- 
on/he feems  to  have  been  (as  in  the  phrafe) 


*  The  writer  of  this  account  appears  to  be  not  only  a  great 
admirer  of  Mr.  Hervey,  but  a  zealous  advocate  for  his  religi- 
ous fentiments,  as  well  as  a  fmcere  well  wiflier  to  the  caufe,  and 
no  indifferent  fcholar  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  himi'elf. 
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a  mors?!  man  only.     Some  of  his  letters  that 
are  written  from  college,  when  he  was   not 
more  than  twenty,  either  fpeak  a  language 
very  different  from  free  grace,  for  which  he 
was  afterwards  fo  powerful  an  advocate,  or 
at  lead  treat  very  confufedly  of  it.     But  be 
this  as  it  may,  the  cbfcurity  did  not    long 
continue  :  the  Holy  fpirit  foon  opened  his 
eyes  to  fee  the  falvation  of  God.     By  the 
eye  of  faith  he  obtained  and  enjoyed  clear 
views  of  it.     He  was  able  to  a<5c  faith   upon 
it :   for  his  faith  worked  by  love.  The  love 
of  God  wa:<  the  glorious  theme  on  which  he. 
dwelt  $  and  the  love  of  Chrili"  his  delightful 
long  in    this  the    houfe  of  hir,  pilgrimage. 
This  heart-felt  love  to  God  and  Chrili,  ap-. 
peared   in  every  part  of  his  after  conduct) 
as  a  minifter,  his  faith  wrought  by  love  to 
the  fouls  of  men*  ;  watching  over  his  fleck 
.  with  peculiar  care  and  afTiduity  ;  privately 
exhorting,  and  publicly  calling  and  inviting 
them,  with  all  the    earnefeneis  of  a  faithful 
ambaiiador  of  Jeius  Chrift,  that  they  would 
turn  and  live  : — as  the  mafcer  of  a  family, 
in  the  care  of  the  fouls  of  his  domeftics;  in 
their  reproof,  inftruclion,  and  government  ; . 
as  a  member  of  fociety,  in  good  works  to 
his  neighbour:  in  charities  to  the  poor,  a- 

*  Though  the  term  faith  is  frequently  mentioned  here,  the 
ta\;tolcr-y,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  difguftixg,  as  it  could  not 
properly  be  avoided. 
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buridant  ;*  clothing  die  naked  and  feeding 
the  hungry  ;  informing  the  young,  and  firp- 
porting  the  aged  ;  in  zeal  for  the  falvation 
of  all,  fervent;  defir.ous  to  becffome  good 
to  every  perfon,  and  in  every  company, 
and  of  great  good  in  many;  a  proof  of 
which  was  the  exemplary  lives  of  fuch 
perfons,  their  circumfpect  behaviour,  and, 
in  feveral  infbances,  eminent  piety: — as  a 
private  Chriftian,  he  was  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  fame  faith  working  by  love  to 
the  will  of  God.  ■■<  He  walked  cbfe  after 
Chrift,  and  was  himfelf  a  linking  proof, 
that  the  belief  of  ChriiVs  righteoufnefs  be- 
ing imputed  to  him  ■  far  his  iufbincation, 
was  fo  far  from  a  licentious  doclrine,  that  it 
infpired  him "with  the  nobleffc  motives  to  a 
grateful  obedience  ;-j-  and  his  holy  life  was, 
in  truth, "  the  fbrongeft  recommendation  of 
his  principles.  God  had  enriched  him  with 
great  humidty,  as  well  as  great  gifts  ami 
graces.  Re  was  humbled  by  the  power  of 
grace.  He  had  been  a  very  vain,  proud 
young  man;  but  this  emptied  him  of  pride 


tru 


*  His  charity  and  bsnpfoieribe  to  the  poor  and  needy  *va$ 
My  exemplary,  and  dafervlng  uaiy'sf fal  imitation,  wherever 
Cod  his  given  abilities  and  opportunity  to  es:rt  it;  a  friend 
of  M-r.   Harvey's  obfeiires,'  his  liberality  was  fo  diftufive,  that 

h-r-,  ;rs  yvh?-  would  de- 

"  Nov/,  perhaps,  if  you  fat  at  my  rigbi: 
tod,  you  would   afk,  What  is  my.  hope. 
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a  moral  man  only.     Some  of  his  letters  that 
are  written  from  college,  when  he  was   not 
more  than  twenty,  either  fpeak  a  language 
very  different  from  free  grace,  for  which  he 
was  afterwards  fo  powerful  an  advocate,  or 
at  leail  treat  very  confufedly  of  it.     But  be 
this  as  it  may,  the  obfcnrity  did  not   long 
continue :  the  Holy  fpirit  foon  opened  his 
eyes  to  fee  the  falvation  of  God,     By  the 
eye  of  faith  he  obtained  and  enjoyed  clear 
views  of  it.     He  v/as  able  to  act  faith   upon 
it :   for  his  faith  worked  by  love.  Th~e  love 
of  God  was  the  glorious  theme--  on  which  he 
dwelt ; ,  and  the  love  of  Chriit  his  delightful 
fong  in    this  the   houfe  of  his  pilgrimage. 
This  heart-frit  love  to  God  and  Chrift,  ap-. 
peared  in- every  part  of  his  aiicr  conduce  j 
as  a  minifter,  his  faith  wrought  by  love  to 
the  fouls  of  men*  -,  watching  over  his  fleck 
.  with  peculiar  care  and  afliduity  ;  privately 
exhorting,  and  publicly  calling  and  inviting 
them,  with  all  the   earnefcnels  of  a  faithful 
ambaflador  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  they  would 
turn   and  live  : — as  the  mafcer  of  a  family, 
in  the  care  of  the  fouls  of  his  domeftics;  in 
their  reproof,  inlrruCtion,  and  government ; . 
as  a  member  of  fociety,  in  good  works  to 
his  neighbour::  in  charities  to  the  poor,  a- 


*  Though  the  term  faith  is  frequently  mentioned  here,  the 
tautology,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  difguftifcg,  as  it  could  not 
properly  be  avoided.  ' 
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bundant  ;*  clothing  the  naked  and  feeding 
the  hungry  ;  informing  the  young,  and  fup- 
porting  the  aged  ;  in  zeal  for  the  falvation 
of  all,  fervent;  defirous  to  beoffome  good 
to  every  perfon,  and  in  every  company, 
and  of  great  good  in  many;  a  proof  of 
which  was  the  exemplary  lives  of  fuch 
perfons,  their  circumfpect  behaviour,  and, 
in  feveral  infbances,  eminent  piety: — lis  a 
private  Chriftian,  he  was  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  fame  faith  working  by  love  to 
the  will  of  God.  -  He  walked  clofe  after 
Chrift,  and  was  himfelf  a  flriking  proof, 
that  the  belief  of  Chrifc's  righteoufnefs  be- 
in^  imouted  to  him  foi  his  i  unification, 
was  lb  far  from  a  licentious  doctrine,  that  it 
infpired  him  with  the  noblefr.  motives  to  a 
grateful  obedience  ;-j-  and  his  holy  life  was, 
in  truth,  the  ftrongeft  recommendation  of 
his  principles.  God  had  enriched  him  with 
great  humiuty,  as  well  as  great  gifts  ami 
graces.  He  was  humbled  by  the  power  of 
grace.  He  had  been  a  very  vain,  proud 
young  man;  but  this  emptied  him  of  pride 

*  His  cha:ny  and  bsnpwlerij:c  to  the  poor  and  needy  *vas 
truiy  exemplary,  and  deferring  uniyerfcl  imitation,  wherever 
Cod  has  gl'ven  abilities  and  opportunity  to  cx:rt  it;  a  friend 
of  **r  Harvey's  obfeiVes.  his  liberality  v/as  io  cliffuftve,  that 

i»?fi  les  wh?*  would  de- 
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and  .felf ;  and. this  clothed  him  with  humi- 
lity.— In  his  ftudies,  the  fame  principles,  of 
faith,  'working  by  love,  was  manifeft  3  all 
was  directed  to  the  glory  of  God ;  all  aim- 
ed at  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom:  "Nulla  dies  fme  linea;  nulla 
epiftoh  fine  Chrifio,"  was  his  motto.* 
Clascal,  learning,  for  which  he  had  a  refined 
tafte,  and.  heathen  authors,  were  in  his  lat- 
ter years  dropped,  to  make  way  for  the 
more  important  ftudy  of  the  Jacred  Jcrip- 
tures.^  Thefe  were  his  delight,  and  fweet- 
er  to  him  than  the  honey  or  the  honey- 
comb. They  will  be  fo  to  every  one  who 
reads  them,  as  he  did,  with  faith :  for  they 
are  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of 
God  unto  falvation.. 

From  thefe  particulars,  then,  a  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  this  eminent  character ; 
but  Hill  more  from  the  laft  fcenes  of  life, 
and  the  glorious  triumphs  of  his  faith,  in 
the  hour  of  death.  Its  precioufnefs,  indeed, 
never  more  appeared  than  at  that  time ,  by 
it  he  faw  and  apprehended  the  falvation  of 
God,  and  rejoiced  in  the  clearer!  views  of 
his   own   intereft    in    it..     At   this,-  feafon,. 
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when,  as- he  himfelf  writes,  "  little  bodily 
reft  could  be  got,  and  medicines  gave  no 
relief,  the  never  failing  cordial  of  the  love 
pf  Chrift  was  felt : 

"  Religion  bears  my  fpirits  up-: 
A  faithful  and  unchanging  God 

Lays  the  foundation  for  my  ho^ 
In  oaths,  in  promifes,  arte 

Of  his  fentiments  in  £» 
following  extract  from 
will  give  the  ful^ 
It  was  wrote  * 
indeed  j  ' 
pedt 

die 
C 
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"I  think  then,  dear  fir,  that  we  are  ex- 
tremely  miftaken,    and   fuftain   a   mighty 
lofs  in   our  moll  important   interefts,   by 
reading  fo   much,   and   praying  fo   little. 
Was  I  to  enjoy  Hezekiah's  grant,  and  have 
fifteen  years  added  to  my  life,   I  would  be 
"h  more  frequent  in  my  applications  to 
-one   of  grace.   'I  have   read   of  a 
vi  would  often  retire  to  hisclo- 
--narkable  for  his  frecjuency 
^otion;  being  afked  the 
*-  4  behaviour,  he 
'  ^  I  muft  die. 
he  weight 
-^  this 
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and  devote  my  attention  to  the  Jcrlptures 
of  truth.  I  would  fit  with  much  greater 
aftiduity  at  my  divine  matter's  feet,  and 
defire  to  know  nothing  but  jefus  Chrifr, 
and  him  crucified.  This  v/ifdom,  whole 
fruits  are  peace  in  life,  confolation  in  death, 
and  everlafting  ialvation  at lct  death ;  this 
I  would  trace,  this  I  would  feci:,  this  I 
would  explore,  through  the  fpacious  and 
delightful  fields  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
tament.  In  fhort,  I  would  adopt  the  apof- 
tle's  refolution,  and  rive  myfelf  to  prayer 
and  to  the  word. 

"  With  regard  to  my  public  miniflry, 
my  chief  aim  fhould  be,  to  beget  in  my 
people's  minds  a  deep  lenfe  of  their  de- 
praved, guilty,  undone  condition ;  and  a 
clear  believing  conviction  of.  the  all-fuHi- 
ciency  of  ChriiT,  his  blood,  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  his  interceiTion,  and  his  fpiric  to  fave  ■ 
them  even  to  the  uttermott.  I  would  al- 
ways obferve  to  labour  for  them  in  my 
clofet,  as  well  as  in  the  pulpit  j  and  wreflle 
in  fecret  fupplication,  as  well  as  exert  it :/- 
felf  in  public  preaching,  for  their  fpiritual 
and  eternal  welfare.  For  unkfs  God  takes 
this  work  into  his  own  hand,  what  mortal 
is  fufficient  for  thefe.  things  ?. 

"  Nov/,  perhaps,  if  you  fat  at  my  right 
hand,  you  would   afk,  What  is. my  hope 
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with  regard  to  .  my  future  and  immortal 
ftate  ?  truly  my  hope,"  my  whole  hope,  is 
in  the  Lord  Redeemer ;  fhould  the  king 
of  terrors  threaten,  I  fly  to  the  woun'ds  of 
the  Slaughtered  Lamb,  as  the  trembling 
dove  to  the  elifts  of  the  rocks.  Should 
Satan  accufe,  I  plead  the  furety  of  the  cove- 
nant, who  took  my  guilt  upon  himfelf,  and 
bore  my  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree. 
Should  the  law  denounce  a  curfe,  I  appeal 
to  him  who  hung  on  the  accurfed  tree,  on 
purpofe  that  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
might  be  blefled.  Should  hell  open  its 
jaws,  and  demand  j|s  prey,  I  look' up  to 
that  gracious  Being," -who  fays,  "  Deliver 
him  from  going  down  to  the  pit,  for  I  have 
found  a  ranfom,*"  fhould  it  be  faid,  no; 
unclean  thing  can  enter  into  heaven,  my 
anfwer  isj  "  The  blood  of  Chrift.  ckanfeth 
from  all  fin.  j-"  Though  my  fins  be  as 
fcarlet,  through  this  blood  they  mail  be  as 
white  as  fnow,  fhould  it  be  added,  none  can 
fit  down  at  thefupper  of  the  Lamb  with- 
out a  wedding  garment;  and  your  righte- 
oufneffes,  what  are  they  before  the  pure 
law  and  piercing  eye  of  God,  but  filthy 
rajs?  thefe.  I  renounce,  and  feek  to  be 
found  in  Chrift  Jefus.  It  is  written  in  the 
word  that:  is  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft 
day,  '"  By  his  obedience  mail  many  be 
made:  righteous."  J 

*  Job  jcsxiii,  sty.    f  j  John  i.  7.     \  Rom  v.  J9. 
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"  So  that  Jefus,  the  dear  and  adorable 
Jefus,  is  all  my  truft.  His  merits  are  my 
ftafF,  when  I  pafs  through  the  valley  of 
the  jhadow  death.  His  merits  are  my  an- 
chor, when  I  launch  into  the  boundlefs  ocean 
of  eternity.  His  merits  are  the  only  riches 
which  my  poor  foul,  when  ftripped  of  its 
body,  defires  to  carry  into  the  invilible 
world.  If  the  God  of  glory  pleafes  to  take 
notice  of  any  mean  endeavours  to  honour 
his  holy  name,  it  will.be  infinite  condefcen- 
fion  and  grace  -,  but  his  Son,  his  righteous 
and  fuffering  Son,  is  all  my  hope,  and  all 
my  falvation."* 

i 

Thus  far  my  author,  from  whom  we  may 
learn  that  Mr.  Hervey,  both  living  and 
dying,  was  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  reli- 
gion of  Jefus,  and  a  faithful  follower  of  the 
Lamb,  till  he  was  called  away  by  his  great 
Lord  and  Matter,  to  receive,  in  the  mansi- 
ons of  eternal  blifs,  that  crown  of  life  which 
(hall  never  fade,  referved  for  thofe  alone 
who  are  faithful  to  the  death. 

But  as  it  is  often  obferved,  and  it  may  be 
with  no  little  propriety,  that  ,the  life  of  a 
good  writer  is  belt  read  in  his  works,  which  . 
can  fcarce  ever  fail  of  receiving  a  peculiar 
tincture  from  his  temper,  manners,  fenti- 

•  A<SU  h.  14. 
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ments  and  converfation  ;  the  diftinguiihing 
character  of  his  mind,  his  ruling  pamon 
and  moil  favourite  tenets,  at  leaft  will  in 
them  appear  undifguifed :  on  this  account 
permit  me,  reader,  to  examine  impartially, 
and  both  for  your  entertainment  and  inftruc- 
tion,  prefent  you  v/irh  an  diurnal  portrait 
of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Hervey,  faithfully 
drawn  in  genuine  extracts  frcm  his  different 
publications. 

Among  his  letters  to  his/riends,  the  fol- 
lowing, written  to  the  inhabitants  of  Col- 
lingtree,  near  Northampton,  expreiTes  his 
character  of  a  trueruiniiter  of  Chrift,  how 
far  he  aniwered  the  defciipticn,  and  refem- 
bled  the  portrait ;  they  who  were  mofc  in- 
timate with  him,  and  attended  on  his  mini- 
ftry,  bell  can  tell.* 

"  A  minifcer  is  a  perien  of  the  greateft 
importance  imaginable;  his  office  is  of  the 
moft  univerfal  concernment,  and  his  de- 
meanour therein  of  the  'moil  beneficial  and 
prejudicial  tendency ;  beneficial^,  if  he  be  able, 

*  The  author  of  this  treatifc  has  converfed  with  feveral  per- 
rons who  w£te  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Hervcy,  and  at- 
tended on  his  mmiitry,  who  all  join  in  acknowledging  he  not 
only  wrote  what  it  was  to  be  a  faithful  n-unifher  of  Chvifr,  but 
truly  filled  up  the  character  of  one  himielf,  to  the  admiration 
ano  erleemof  thoufands;  his  frrmons  were  judicious,  evangeli- 
ca.,  and  cor.vnKLig-  ;  his  delivery  was  affectionate,  pathetic,  and 
eyengelic,  and  his  whole,  deportment  and  behaviour  fpoke  bim 
both  the  ChrUiian  and  "the  gentleman. 
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faithful,  and  watches  for  the  fouls  commit- 
ted to  his  care,  as  one  that  muft   give  an 
account  •,  prejudicial,  if  he  be  unfldlful>  un- 
aclive,  and  unconcerned  about  the  fpirituaj 
welfare  of  his  people.      The   things  that 
pertain  to  falvation,  and  the  means  of  ob- 
taining everlafting  life,  are  lodged  in  his 
Lands.     He  is  the  fteward  of  the  myfteries 
of  ChrifV,  and  fo  the  guardian   (under  di- 
vine grace)  of  your  beft  and  molt  abiding 
intereits.     If  through  ignorance  he  mifma- 
nage,  or  through  idleneis  neglect  this  weigh- 
ty trufb,  it  may  be  the  ruin  of  immortal 
fouls  :  whereas,  if' he  be  both  difcreet  and 
diligent  in  his  holy  vocation,  he  may  be 
the  initrument  of  the   richefl  benefits  to 
thofe  committed  to  his  charge.     His  pray- 
ing to  God,  and  his  preaching  to  them, 
may  be  attended  with  fuch  a  blefiing  from 
on  high,  as  will   fill  them  with  heavenly 
wifdom,  form  them  to  true  holinefs,  and  fit 
them  for  the  future  glory.     Benefits  thefe 
not  inconfiderabfe  or  momentary,  but  fuch 
.as  are  great  beyond  all  expreflipn,  and  lift- 
ing to  eternity,-  ■       A  faithful  miniiler  of 
the  everlafting  gofpel  has  a  toierabie  ftock 
of  knowledge.      Though  not  enough  to 
-explain  all  myfteries,  or  to  anlwer  every 
perplexing  queilion ;  yet  fufficient  to  make 
-Jiimfelf  and  his  hearers  wife  unto  falvation. 
He  may  be  ignorant  of  many   things  with- 
out much  disparagement  to  himielf,  or  pr..-- 
E 
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judice  to  his  people  ;  but  he  muft   be  ac- 
quainted with,  and  able  to  teach  others  all 
that  is  neceflary  for   them  to  know.— -Se- 
condly, He  has  not  only  fome  underftanding, 
but  fome  experience  alfo  in  the  ways  of  god- 
linefs.     He  has  learnt  to   fubdue,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  pride  of  his  nature,  and  to  be 
humble  in  his  own  eyes,  and  not  fond  of  ap- 
plaufe    from  others.     He   has   broke    the 
impetuofity  of  his  paflion,  and  generally  pof- 
feffes  his  foul  in  patience  ;  or  if  upon  fome 
very  ungrateful   and  provoking  ufage,    he 
cannot  calm  his  temper,  yet  he  can  curb  his 
tongue ;  arid  though  his  fpirit   be  ruffled, 
yet  his  words  will    be  gentle.     He  is  moft 
commonly  meek,    after  the  manner  of  his 
blefled  Mailer,  and  will  always  return  bleff- 
ing  for  curling,  according  to  his  holy  com- 
mand,    He  has  often  looked  into  the  fhort- 
nef  s  of  time,  and  the  length  of  eternity  ;  he 
has  weighed  the  greatnefs   and   richnefs  of 
heaven,  with  the  infignificant  and  defpiea- 
ble  meannefs  of  earth ;  and  difcovers  fuch 
a  mighty  difference,  as  helps  him  to  live  a- 
bove  the  world,  even  while  he  is  in  it.     So 
that  he  is  no  lover  of  filthy  lucre,  no  hunt- 
er of  carnal  pleafures  ;•  but   his   hopes,    his 
defires,  and  all  his   views    of  happinefs  are 
hid  with  Chrift  in  God.     He  is  courteous 
and  condefcending,  and  will'  {loop  with  the 
utmcil  cheerflilriefs  to  the  loweir.  perfon  in 
lis  parifh.     He  will   be  affable  and  kind, 
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and  feek  to  pleafe,  not  himfelf,  but  his 
neighbours,  for  their  good  to  edification. 
But  you  mint  not  expect  to  find  him  tri- 
fling or  ludicrous  ;  he  will  not  preach  to  you 
on  the  Sunday,  and  play  with  you  on  the 
week-days,  but  carry  the  lpirit  of  his  fer- 
mpns  into  his  ordinary  converfation.  He^ 
will  maintain  an  uniform  gravity  of  behavi- 
our, without  fuffering  it  to  be  frozen  into 
morofenefs,  or  thawed  into  levity.  He  will 
love  his  parifhioners,  not  for  their  agreeable 
perfons  or  amiable  qualities,  but  becaufe 
they  are  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 
It  will  be  his  bufinefs  and  conilant  endea- 
vour, I  had  almoit  faid  his  meat  and  drink, 
to  fet  forward  their  falvatiqn.  That  by 
their  being  made  meet  for  the  inheritance 
pf  the  faints  in  light,  his  crucified  Lord 
may  fee  of  the  travel  of  his  foul,  and  be  fa- 
tisfled.  He  will  never  forget  the  importu- 
nate requeft  of  his  Saviour,  but  thofe  win- 
ping  and  commanding  words,  "■  Feed  my 
fheep,  feed  my  lambs"  will  be  engraven  up- 
on the  tables  of  his  heart.  To  fulfil  this 
earneft  requeft  and  execute  this  laft  charge 
of  his  deareft  Redeemer,  will  be  the  fixed  and 
invariable  fcope  of  all  his  defigns.  If  at  a- 
ny  time  he  hits  this  defirable  mark,  by 
bringing  home  to  the  fold  any  that  have 
gone  aftray,  he  will  be  as  glad  as  one  that 

.findeth  great  fpoils. To  fee  the  people 

of  his  care  prefifting  in  profanenefs,  lenfua- 
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lity,  and  an  unconverted  ftate,  will  be  the 
created  grief  that  he  feels :  but  to  fee  his  chil- 
dren  walking  in  the  truth,  mortifying  their 
evil  affections,  and  growing  up  in  goodnefs 
as-  the  calves  'of  the  ftall,  this  will  be  his  joy, 
and  crown  of  rejoicing,  better  to  him  than 
thoufands  of  filver  and  gold.  .  It  is  his  work 
to  win  fouls,,  and  by  the  former  of  thefe  qua- 
lifications, he  is  fitted  for  it,  by  the  latter 
he  is  wholly  devoted  to  it.  And  in  order 
isb  profecute  it  with  the  greater  fuccefs,  he 
will,  firft,  take  heed  to  himfelfj  that  his  life 
be  a  fair  and  beautiful,  tranfeript  of  his  doc- 
trine, fuch  as  may  remind  men  of,  and  be 
daily  reinforcing  his  inftruftions.  He  will 
not  bind  the  yoke  upon  your  fhbulders  till 
he  has  wore  it  himfelfj  and  mould  the  paths 
of  religion  prove  ever  fo  thorny;  he  will  go 
firft  and  beat  the  way.  As  far  as  human 
infirmities  permit,  he  will  ftrive  to  be  un- 
blamable and  unreprovable,  that- he  may  re- 
new theapoftle's  challenge,  Be  jt  followers 
of  me,  even  as  I  am  of  Chrift.  Secondly, 
his  preaching  will  be  plain;  full  of  fuch  ufe- 
ful  fenfe  as  may  be  edifying  to  the  better 
learned,  and  yet  delivered  in  fo  eafy  a  man- 
ner, as  may  be  intelligible  to  the  ignorant. 
It  will  not  only  be  plain,  but  powerful  alio, 
if  preceding  prayers  and  tears,  if  words 
coming  warm  from  the  heart,  and  accompa- 
nied with  an  ardent  defire  of  being  attend- 
ed to  j  if  to  feel  himfelf  what  he  fpeaks,  and 
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fo  long  that  it  may  be  felt  by  others,  can 
make  it  fuch,  he  will  'declare  the  whole 
will  of  God,  without  withholding  or  min- 
cing any.  Be  the  truth  ever  fo  difagreea-> 
ble,  contrary  to  your  profits,  or  contrary  to 
your  pleafures,  you  will  be  fure  to  hear  it. 
He  will  indeed  mew  it  in  as  lovely  a  light, 
and  make  it  as  palatable  as  he  can,  but  no- 
thing will  prevail  upon  him  to  conceal  or 
difguife  it.  Thirdly,  he  will  not  confine 
his  teaching  to  God's  fey  or  houfe,,  but 
will  exercife  his  care  of  you  every. day,  and 
will  bring  it  home  to  your  own  houfesi 
whether  you  invite  him  or  no.  He  will  fre- 
quently vifit  you,  and  for  the  fame  end 
as  he  meets  you  at  church.  Now,  (hall  you 
like  this  part  of  his  duty,  or  bid  him  wel- 
come when  he  comes  on  fuch  an  errand  ? 
nay,  he  will  think  himfelf  bound  to  pro- 
ceed farther,  and  to  enquire  into  the  ftate 
of  your  fouls,  and  your  proceedings  in  your 
.  families  j  whether  you  are  competently  fur^- 
nifhed  with  faving  knowledge  ?  and  >are 
careful  to  increafe  it  daily,,  by  allowing  a 
daily  portion  of  your  time  for  reading-  the 
fcriptnres  ?  what  virtues  you  .are  deficient 
in,  what  vices  you  are  fubject  to  I  what  e- 
vil  tempers,  what  vile  affections,  what  un- 
ruly paffions,  are  predominant  in  you*. and 
want  to  be  fupprerled  ?  whether  your  cr_il 
dren  are  catechifed,,  and.,  your  fe.rvants  in- 
fbrudtcd  i  whether  you  are-  •eonitarrt  in .  iV 
E  2 
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mily  worfhip,  and  at  your  clofet  devotions  r 
how  you  fpend  the  Sabbath  ?  whether  you 
fquander  it  away  in  impertinent  vifits,  idle 
chat,  or  foolifh  jefting ;  or  in  holy  difcourfe, 
reading  and  meditation  ?  Thefe,  and  other 
points  of  the  like  nature,  he  will  examine 
into,  and  exhort  you  to  amend  what  is  a- 
mifs,  no  lefs  than  encourage  you  to  perfe- 
vere  in  that  which  is  good.  Nor  will  he 
exhort  you  once  or  twice  only,  but  again: 
and  again,  and  hardly  leave  off  till  he  has 
Won  your  confent.  In  things  that  relate  to 
himfelf,  he  will  be  eafily  faid  nay  ;  but 
when  the  great  God  infifts  upon  obedience, 
and  a  blcfled  immortality  will  be  loft  by  dis- 
obedience, he  will  be  inftant  in  feafon,  and 
outoffeafon,  he  will  folicit  with  unwearied 
applications  the  important  caufe,  and  prefs 
you  to  perform  your  duty,  as  the  poor  wi- 
dow importuned  the  unjuit  judge  to  avenge 
her -of  her  adverfary  -,  he  will  add  to  his  ex- 
hortations, reproofs  :  his  eyes  will  be  open, 
and  his  ears  attentive  to  what  paffes  in  his 
-parifh ;  and  when  anyone  walks  diforderiy, 
he  will  meet  with  him  as  Elijah  did  Ahab,* 
with  a  rebuke  in  his  mouth.  This  I  can  pto- 
mife,  that  he  will  not  rail  at,  nor  acccft  you 
with  reproachful  words ;  but  he  will  certainly 
fet  before  you  the  things  that  you  have  done. 
He  will  not  defame  you  behind  your  backs, 

*  t.  Kings  xxi.  30.- 
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but  whether  you  be  rich  or  poor,  whether 
you  be  pleaied  with  it  or  not,  he  will  bear 
in  mind  the  commandment  of  the  Lord, 
and  <c  fhew  his  people  their  tranfgrefiions, 
and  the  houfe  of  Jacob  their  fins.*"  He 
will  tell  you  with  tendernefs,  but  yet  with 
plainnefs,  that  fuch  courfes  are  a  fad  and 
too  fure  a  proof,  that  grace  has  not  had  its 
proper  work  on  your  fouls,  that  ye  are  car- 
nal, and  have  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift.  So 
that  a  true  minifter  of  the  gofpel  will  be  a 
conftant  inipedfcor  of  your  actions,  a  faith- 
ful monitor  of  your  duty,  and  an  imparti- 
al reprover  of  your  offences.  He  will  guide 
you  by  his  council,  animate  you  by  his  ex- 
ample, and  blefs  you  by  his  prayers." 

In  another  letter,  entitled  Cf  the  Hope  of 
Glory,  a  flrong  incitement  to  duty,"  Mr. 
Hervey  breaks  out  in  the  following  expreff- 
ions,  which  feem  to  be  the  real  language 
of  his  heart,  and  the  pious  breathings  of  a 
foul  filled  with  love  to  God,  and  fervent 
•zeal  to  promote  his  caufe,  intereft  and  glo- 
ry in  the  world. 

"  Oh  that  minifters  may  work  for  their 
dying  Lord,  while  they  have  health  3  re- 
membering that  ficknefs  may  confine  them 
to  their  chamber,  and  death  will  imprifoiv 

•  Ifeiah  l*2L  E, 
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them  in  the  grave.  God  Almighty  give  us 
courage  that  we  may  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith  and  prudence,-  that  we  may  not  dis- 
honour our  high  calling ;  'ere  long  eternity 
will  receive  us,  and  then  we  ihall  reft  from 
our  labours,  and  forget  our  tranfient  toils, 
amidft  innumerable  ages  of  perfection,  glory, 
and  joy." 

The  hio-h  efteem  he  had  for,  and  the 
pleafure  he  experienced  in  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  may  be  gathered  from  the  enfuing 
paffages  in  a  letter  he  wrote  to  one  of  his 
friends,  on  his  taking  up  the  facred  charac- 
ter of  an  Ambaflbr  of  the  King  of  Kings. 

"  I  heartily  congratulate  you,  my  dear 
friend,  my  dear  brother,  I  muft  call  you  now, 
on  this  change.  And  I  thank  Chrilt  Jefus 
our  Lord,  that  he  hath  counted  you  faith- 
ful, putting  you  into  the  miniftry. — -How 
honourable  is  your  new  office,  to  be  an  en- 
voy from  the  King  of  Heaven  !  how  de- 
lightful your  province,  to  be  continually 
converfant  in  the-  glorious  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift ! 
how  truly  gainful  your  bufinefs,  to  win 
fouls  !  This  is  indeed  an  everlafcing  pofTerT- 
ion.- — And  how  illuftrious  the  reward,  pro- 
mifed  to  your  faithful  fervice !  when  the 
chief  fhepherd  lhall  appear,  you  fhall  re- 
ceive a  crown  of  glory,  that-  fadeth  not  a~ 
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way. l  May  we  clearly  difcern,  and  never 
forget  what  a  mafter  we  ferve ;  fo  glo- 
rious, that  all  the  angels  of  light  adore 
him  :  fo  gracious  that  he  fpilt  his  blood  e- 
ven  for  his  enemies  :  fo  mighty  that  he  has 
all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  To  faithful, 
that  heaven  and  earth  may  pafs  away,  much 
fooner  than  one  jot  or  tittle'  of  his  word  fail. 
And  what  is  his  word,  what  his  engagement 
to  his  minifters  ?  lo  i  am  with  you  al- 
ways. I  write  it  in  capitals,  becaufe  I  wifli 
it  may  be  written  in  your  heart.— Go  forth 
my  dear  friend,  in  the  ftrength  of  this;  word: 
and  Verily  you  mail  not  be  confounded. 
Plead  with  your  great  Lord,  plead  for  the 
accomplilhment  of  this  word,  and  the  gof- 
pel  fhall  proiper  in  your  hand.  In  every 
exercife  of  your  minilterial  duty,  act  an 
humble  faith  on  this  wonderful  word,  and  the 
heart  of  ftone  mail  feel  the  powers  of  hell  fall 
— Remember  you  are  now  a  minifler  of  God, 
that  your  tongue  is  to  be  a  well  of  life  :  you 
are  to  believe  in  Chrift,  daily  to  cherifh  your 
faith  in  Jefus,  that  out  of  your  heart  may 
flow  rivers  of  living  waters.  Such  tides  of 
heavenly  and  healing  truths  as  may  refresh 
the  fainting  foul,  and  animate  its  feeble  gra- 
ces." 

• 

Mr.  Hervey's  zeal  in  publishing  the  glad 

tidings  of  falvation,   and   maintaining  the 

doctrine  of  an  "  imputed  righteoufnefs,"  by 
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the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  is  fully  difcovered  in 
moil  of  the  fermons  he  printed,  many  of 
the  letters  he  wrote  to  his  friends,  but  more 
efpecially  in  his  dialogues,  entitled, cc  The- 
ron  and  Afpafio;"  of  the  latter,  the  enfuing 
extracts  may  fufEce .  as  a  fpecimen;  while 
they  evidently  diiplay  the  elegance  of  his 
diction,  the  piety  of  his  heart,  and  the 
ftrength  of  his  arguments.* 


*  In  the  enfuing  extracts,  great  care  has  been  taken  to  feledt, 
npt  merely  the  moll  pleafing  and  pieturefque  parts  of  the  dia- 
logues (though  that  has  been  attended  to,)  but  the  fubftance 
and  force  of  Mr.  Heryey's  arguments  for  •"  imputed  righteouf- 
ireft,"  leaving  the  reader  to  judge  of  them  as  he  fees  fit. 
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COLLOQJJIAL  BEAUTIES, 

EXTRACTED    FROM 

THERON  and  ASPASIO. 

Thercn.r  u  VHE  notion  of  a  fubftituted  and 
JL    vicarious  righteoufnefs,  is  ab- 
furd  even  to  common  fenfe,  and  to  the  mofV. 
natural  and  eafy  reflections  of  men.* 

Jfpafo.     It  may  not,  my  dear  friend,    a- 


*  Theron  is  a-  private  gentleman  of  fortune  and  education , 
who  difbelieves  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteoufnefs;  Afpa- 
fio  is  a  clero-ym&n,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Theion's,  who, 
not  only  believes,  but  endeavours  by  every  argument  he  can 
fuggeft,  to  bring  him  to  embrace  the  feme  do&rine. 
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gree  .with  our  natural  apprehenfions ;  nor 
fall  in  with  the  method  which  we  might 
have  devifed  for  the  falvation  of  mankind. 
But  this  is  the  voice  of  fcripture,  and  a 
maxim  never  to  be  forgotten ; — <c  God's 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts,  nor  his 
ways  as  our  ways."* 

This  notion,  you  fay,  is  abfurd  even  to 
common  fenfe.-— A  faying  upon  which  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  put  a.queery.  It  was,  I 
own,  abiclutely  beyond  the  power  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  unafflfted  by  divine  revelation, 
to  difcover  this  truth. — I  will  grant  farther, 
that  his  blefiing  infinitely  tranfcends  what- 
ever common-fenfe  has  obferved  in  all  her 
converfe  with  finite  things ;— -but  if  I  have 
the  leaft  acquaintance  with  common  fenfe, 
I  am  perfuaded,  fhe  will  not,  ihe  cannot 
pronounce  it  an  abfurdity. 

To  this  judge.  I  refer  the  caufe. 

And  to  open  the  caufe  a  little,  let  me 
iuft  obferve;  that  God  imputed  our  fins  to 
iiis  Son.  Why  elfe  is  it  faid  ?  that,  at  his 
fecond  coming  he  fhould  appear  without 
Tm.-j-  Plainly  implying,-  that  at  his  Jirft 
coming,  he  appeared  with  fin>  not  indeed 
committed  by  him,  but  laid  upon  him,  or  im- 
puted to  him. 

*  Ifciah>:&r/8.  t  Hebrews,  ix  :8. 
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How  eife  could  the  immaculate  Jelus  be 
punifhed  as  the  moft  inexcufable  tranfgreiT- 
or  ?  ff  Awake,  O  fword,  againft  the  man 
that  is  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.*" 
— Is  not  .this  the  voice  of  a  judge,  pro- 
nouncing the  fentence,  and  authoriling  the 
execution  ?  or  rather,  does  it  not  defcribe 
.the  action  of  juftice,  turning  the  fword  from 
us,  and  fheathing  it  in  Chrift  ? 

If  Chrift,  then,  was  our  fubftitute,  with  re- 
gard to  penal  fuffering,  why  may  he  not 
ftand  in  the  fame  relation,  with  regard  to 
j  uftifying  obedience  ?  there  is  the  fame  rea- 
fon  for  the  one,  as  for  the  other.  Every 
argument  in  favour  of  the  former,  is  equally 
conclnfive  in  behalf  of  the  latter. 

The 7 en.  I  freely  grant,  that  Chrift  was 
punifhed  in  our  ftead  -,  that  his  death  is  the 
expiation  of  our  fin,  and  our  fecurity  from 
penal  fuffering.     But  this - 

Afpajio.  • Will  undeniably  prove,  that 

fin  was  imputed  to  him,  otherwife  he  could 
not  truly  fuffer  in  our  ftead,  nor  bejuftlypu- 
nifned  at  all.  "  And  imputation  is  as  rea- 
fonable  and  juftifiable  in  one  cafe,  as  in  the 
other  -,  for  they  both  ftand  upon  one  and  * 
the  fame  foot,  and  for  that  reafon,  he  who  ' 

*  Zachariah,  xiii.  7. 

F 
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throws  down  one,  throws  down  both'." — I 
mould  by  no  means  have  interrupted  my 
Thercn,  were  it  not  to  introduce  this  an- 
Iwer  from  an  eminent  divine,  who  adds, 
what  mould  be  very  ferioufly  confidered : 
"  and  therefore,  whoever  rejects  the  doctrine 
of  the  imputation  of  our  Saviour's  righteouf- 
nefs  to  man,  does  by  fo  doing,  reject  the  im- 
putation of  man's  fin  to  our  Saviour,  and  all 
the  confequences  of  it.  Or  in  other  words, 
he  who  rejects  the  doctrine  of  the  imputation 
does,  by  lb  doing,  rejecl:  the  doctrine  of  the 
expiation  like  wife . "  • 

Theron.     I  know  nothing  of  this  Divine, 
and,  eminent  as  he  is,  can  hardly  take   his 

ipfe  dixet." 

AJpajio.  I  was  in  hopes  you  would  pay 
the  greater  regard  to  his  opinion,  becauie, 
he  is  not  in  the  number  of  the  whimfical  fa- 
natics.— However,  "  fay  I  thefe  things  as 
a  man,"  or  on  man's  authority  alone  ? 
"  faith  not  the  law  the  fame  alfo  ?  "  fpeak- 
ingof  the  peace-offering,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
has  declared ;  "  if  any  of  the"  fleili  of  the 
sacrifice  of  his  peace-offerings  be  eaten  at 
all  on  the  third  day,  it  fhall  not  be  accept- 
ed, neither  mall  it  be  imputed  unto  him 
that  offereth  it."  Hence  we  learn,  that 
facrifices  and  offerings,  wThen  duly  admini- 
ffoed,  were  imputed  to  the  offerer  j  imputed 
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to  him  for  reconcilation  and  peace  with  GocL 
And  wherefore  ?  becaufe  they  were  figures 
of  Chrift,  of  his  attornment  and  righteouf-- 
nefs  ;  which,  in  like  manner,  are  imputed 
to  fmners  for  their  pardon  and  falvation. 

Left  you  mould  think  this  proof  being 
deduced  from  typical  ufages,  not  iufficient- 
ly  conclufive — I  would  farther  obferve,  that 
the  imputation  of  Chrilb's  righteoufnefs 
bears  an  evident  analogy  to  another  great 
and  acknowledged  truth  of  religion.  We 
did  not  perfonally  commit  Adam's  fin,  yet 
are  we  chargeable  with  guilt,  and  liable  to 
condemnation*,  on  that 

Thercn.  How !  we  chargeable  with  guilt, 
and  liable  to  condemnation,  on  account  of 
Adam's  tranfgrefilon  !  this  an  acknowledg- 
ed truth  ?  No  ■,  it  is  a  pofition  I  mult  deny, 
I  had  almoft  faid,  which  I  cannot  but  abhor. 
None  other  could,  in  the  eye  of  juftice  and 
equity,  be  blamable  for  any  offence  of  our 
firft  parents,  but  they  only. 

Afpafio.  So  fays  Theron ;  but  what  fays 
St.  Paul  ?  Your's  may  be  the  voice  of  natu- 
ral reafon,  but  what  is  the  languao-e  of  di- 

.  .  .  o       o 

vine  revelation  ?  in  whom,  that  is  in cc  Adam 
all  have  finned. "  j- 

*  Romans,  v.i 2,  13.  j  Jbid.  v.  rz. 
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Theron.  The  words,  if  I  remember  right, 
are — Cf  for  all  that  have  finned."  Is  it 
poflible  that  Jfpafio  mould  forge  the  hand, 
or  counterfeit  the  ftal  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
•rder  to  eftablifh  a  favourite  notion  ? 

AfyafiG.  Impoflible  I  hope. — In  the  mar- 
gin, the  words  are  tranflated  as  I  have  re- 
peated. 

In  thele  words,  the  apoftle  amgns  a  rea- 
fon  for  the  preceding  afTertion,  "by  one 
man's  fin,  death  came  upon  all."* — It  might 
be  replied,  is  not  this  ftrange  ?  is  not  this  un- 
accountable ?  No  jj  fays  our  facred  difpu- 
tant ;  we  account  for  it  on  this  principle,  be- 
caufe  "all have  finned." 

This  doctrine,  that  we  all  died  in  Adam, 
and  were  undone  by  his  apoitacy,  cannot  puz- 
zle the  fimpleil,  if  unprejudiced,  mind  ;  nor 
will  it  offend  any,  but  the  proud  philofo- 
pher,  or  the  felf-righteous  mcralifc.  And  I 
allure  you,  I  ihould  not  mention  it,  much 
lefs  infill  upon  it,  did  it  not  fubferve  (and  in 
a  very  lingular  manner)  the  purpofes  of 
edification.  The  doclrine  of  a  Redeemer, 
obeying  and  dying  in  our  itead,  is  the  very 
hinge  and  centre  of  all  evangelical  revelifti-  - 
ons ;  is  the  very  life  and  foul  of  all  evange- 
lical bleflings.     This  doclrine  is  not  a  little 
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illuftrated,  and   comes    very  much  recom- 
mended by  the  imputation  of  Adam's  fin.* 

Contraries,  you  know,  call  light  upon, 
and  fet  offeach  other.  Winter  and  its  fe- 
vere  cold,  make  fpring  and  its  cheering 
warmth,  more  fenfibly  perceived,  and  more 
highly  p  leafing,  h  Such  an  influence  has  the 
prefent  fubject,  with  refpecl:  to  the  vicari- 
ous obedience  of  our  Mediator.  The  more - 
clearly  we  lee  the  reality  of  the  '  firft,  the 
more  thoroughly  we  fhall  diicern  the  expe- 
diency, the  excellency,  and  the  glory  of 
the  lad,  the  more  we  are  humbled  under 
conviction  of  the  former,  the  more  we  fhall 
court,  or  the  more  we  fhall  triumph  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  latterf.  The  apoftte 
draws  a  long  parallel,  or  rather  forms  a  ftrong 
contrail  between  them,  in  the  fifth  chapter 
to  the  Romans.  He  fpeaks  copiDufly  Gf  A- 
dam's  guilt,  imputed  to  all  mankind  for  con- 
demnation and  death*  that  he  may  fpeak  the 
more  acceptably,  the  more  charmingly,  'of 
Chrifl's  righteoufnefs,  imputed  to  all  belie- 
vers for  j unification  and  life.     In  that  dark 

*  Romans,  v.  15. 

f  If  the  (Inner  is  convin:ed  of  his  liability  or  ob'.iox^.ifnefs 
to  eternal  puniih.nent,  from  the  guilt  of  Alan's  fi.i  defending 
by  generation  upon  him,  as  up*n  all  m.mkin.1,  the  death  oc 
Cnriftisafn!fi;ient  atoaenaenOfor  originate  well  as ai7.nl  tranf- 
grefiion,  will  appear  the  m»:e  v.iluible,  and  accordingly  be 
Jnore  highly  prized. 
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ground,  he  well  knew  this  faireft,  loveliefr. 
flower  of  chriftianity  appears  with  peculiar 
beauty,  indeed  with  all  the  beauty  of  con- 
fummate  wifdom,  and  adorable  benignity. 

Theron.  It  really  feems  to  me  a  thing 
impojfible,  that  one  man's  righteoufnefs  mould 
be  made  anothers.  Can  one  man  live  by 
the  foul  of  another  ?  or  be  learned  by  the 
learning  of  another  ?  Good  Afpafio,  never 
attempt  to  maintain  fuch  palpable  abfurdi- 
ties.  They  will  only  expofe  chriftianity  to 
.the  fcorn  of  infidels. 

jifpafio.  If  infidels  feoff  at  this  comfort- 
able truth,  their  fcofHng  will  be  like  their 
other  cavils,  not  the  voice  of  reafon,  but  the 
clamour  of  prejudice. 

My  friend's  objection  infinuates  what  we 
never  affert:  that  the  righteoufnefs  ofChrift 
is  transfufed  into  believers,  which  would,- 
doubtlefs,  be  in  fact,.  impofTible,  as  it  is  in 
theory  abfurd.  But  this  we  difavow,  as  fire- 
nuouflyasyoucan  oppofe.  The  Redeem- 
er's righteoufnefs  is  made  ours,  not  by  infu- 
ficn,  but  by  imputation.  The  very  terms  we 
u{e  may  acquit  us  from  fuch  a  ridiculous 
charge  ■,  as  imputation  fignifies,ff  a  placing 
to  the  account  of  one  what  is  done  or  fuffer- 
ed  by  another,"  Accordingly  we  believe, 
that  the  righteoufneis  which  juftifies  abides 
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in  Chrift,  but  is  placed  to  our  account :  that 
Chrift,  and  Chrift  alone,  actually  perfor- 
med it  :  that  Chrift,  and  Chrift  alone,  per- 
fonally  poffeflfes  it :  but  that  performing  it 
in  our  ltead,  and  poffefling  it  as  our  cove- 
nant-head, God  imputes  it  to  us.  God  ac- 
cepts us  for  it — accepts  us  as-much,  as  if  we 
had,  on  our  own  behalf,  and  in  our  perfons, 
feverely  fulfilled  it. 

Though  one  man  cannot  live,  be  actuated 
with  a  principle  of  life;  by  the  foul of 'another ; 
yet  you  muft  allow,  that  one  many  nay,  that 
many  men  may  live,  be  continued  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  life,  for  the  righteoufhefs  of  ano- 
ther :  or  t\(t  you  muft  do  what  I  am  fure 
you  abhor. — You  muft  charge  with  abfurdi- 
ty and  impombilityyeven the  declaration  of 
Jehovah  himfelf;  cc  If  I  find  in  Sodom  fifty 
righteous  within  the  city,  then  will  I  fpare 
all  the  place  for  their  fakes*."  When  your 
worthy  minifter  was  difabled,  by  a  rheumatic 
diforder,  from  attending  on  the  bufinefs  of 
his  function,  feveral 'of the  neighbouring  cJer-- 
gy  gave  him  their  affiflance  :  was  he  not  by 
this  vicarious  performance  of  his  ofHce,  inti- 
tlcd  to  all  the  profits  of  his  living  ?  It  feems 
therefore,  not  fo  unexampled  a  thing,  for 
one  perfonto  act  in  another's  Head.  And 
when  a  fervice  is  thus  difcharged  by  the 

*  Geriefis.  xviii.  z6»  . " ' 
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proxy,  the  benefit  may,  according  to  the  re- 
ceived maxims  of  mankind,  accrue  to  the 
principal* 

Did  not  Jehu's  descendants,  even  to  the 
fourth  generation,  reap  the  advantage  of 
their   great-grandfather's  zealf  ?  does  not 

the  Duke  of « enjoy  the  honours  and 

rewards  won  by  the  fword  of  a  victoriousan- 
ceftor  ?  and  may  not  the  whole  world  of  be-, 
lievers,  with  equal,  with  far  greater  juftice, 
receive  life  and  falvation  on  account  of  their 
all-deferving  Saviour  ?  — efpecially  fince  he 
and  they  are  one  myftical  body,  reprefented 
as  fuch  in  fcripture,  and  considered  as  fuch 
by  God.  - 

No,  fay  you:  fc  this  is  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  diftributive  juftice." — What  is  your 
idea  of  a  Jurety  ?  how  was  the  affair  ftated, 
and  how  were  matters  negociated,  with  re- 
lation to  your  generous  acquaintance  Phi- 
lander r  he,  you  know,  was  bound  for  an  un- 
fortunate brother  who  lately  ftepped  afide. 

Thercn.  The  debt,  by  his  brother's  ab- 
feonding,  devolved  upon  Philander.  He 
was  reiponfible  for  all,  and  obliged  to  pay 
the  whole  fum. 


f  a  King',  i.  %&. 
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Jfpafw.  Was  not  his  payment  as  fatif- 
factory  to  the  creditor,  as  if  the  money  had 
been  paid  in  the  debtor's  own  perfon,  by 
the  debtor's  own  hand  ? 

Therm.     Certainly, 

AJpafio.  Was  not  the  debtor  by  this  vi- 
carious payment,  releafcd  from  all  fear  of 
profecution,  and  acquitted  from  any  future 
■tlemand  on  this  fcore  ? 

Vioercn.     He  was. 

Afpafio.  Apply  this  inflance  to  the  r£* 
demption  of  finner's  by  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is 
in  the  facred  writings  expreflly  fliled  a 
iurety*. — If  Pbilander's  act  was  deemed, 
in  the  estimation  of  law,  the  act  of  his  bro- 
ther j  if  the  deed  of  the  former  was  imput- 
ed, in  point  of  advantage,  entirely  to  the 
latter,  why  mould  not  the  fame  effects  take 
place,  with  regard  to  the  divine  bondfman, 
and  poor  infolventfmners  ?  why  mould  that 
be  exploded  in  our  fyltem  of  divinity, 
which  is  univerially  admitted  in  our  courts 
ofjuftice  ? 

Tkeron.  Obedience  and  righteoufnefs 
are,  in  the  nature  of  the  things  themfelves, 
ftrjor.al  qualities,   and  enly  fo.     Every  man 

*  Hcbrevirs,  \-ii.  23. 
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is  that  only  (and  can  be  nothing  dfc)  which 
he  is  in  himfelf. 

AJpafio.  Righteoufnefs,  as  dwelling  in  us, 
is  undoubtedly  a  perfonal  quality.  Obedi- 
ence, ^performed  by  us,  ccmes  under  the  fame 
denomination.  But.  does  this  fupercede  the 
neceffity,  or  deftroy  the  exiftence  of  imput- 
ed righteouihefs  ? — Your  firfb  propofition  is 
ambiguous.  Let  it  fpeak  diftinctly  -,  add  in- 
herent to  your  righteoufnefs,  and  the  fenfe 
becomes  determinate,  but  the  argument 
falls  to  the  ground. 

tf  Every  man  is  that  only  (and  can  be  no- 
thing el  fe)  which  he  is  in  himfelf." — if  I  had 
never  feen  the  Bible,  I  mould  have  yielded 
my  ready  alfent  to  his  propofition.  But 
when  I  open  the  Old  Teftament,  and  find  it 
written  hy  the  prophet ;  "  In  the  Lord  fhall 
all  the  houfe  oflfrael  be  juilified*."  When 
I  turn  to  the  New  Teftament,  and  hear  the 
apoftle  faying, fi  ye  are  complete  in  him, 
who  is  the  head  of  all  principalities  and  pow- 
ers-}- :"  I  cannot  concur  with  Theron,  with- 
out contradicting  the  revelation.  Ifrael,  or 
the  true  believer,  is  faid  to  be  juftified  ■,  and 
the  foundation  of  this  blefling  is  declared  to 
be,  not  in  him/elf,  but  in  the  Lord.  The 
Coloffians  are  laid  to  be  complete,  which, 

*  Ifaiah,  xlv.  25,  f  Coloffians,  ii.  10. 
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we  are  very  certain  they  were  not  in  them- 
felves ■,  and  are  exprefsly  aflured  they  were 
fo  in  Chrift..  Hence  it  appears  quite  con- 
trary to  my  friend's  affertion,  that  finners 
both  have  and  are  that  in  Chrift,  which  they 
neither  have  nor  are  in  themfelves.  They 
have,  by  imputation  a  -righteoufnefs  in  Chrift; 
they  are,  by  this  imputed  righteoufnefs,  com- 
plete before  God. 

I  believe  your  miftake  proceeds  from  ne- 
glecting to  diftinguifh  between  inherent  and 
imputed. — We  never  fuppofe  that  a  profane 
perfon  is  devout,  or  an  intemperate  perfon 
fober.  To  live  foberly  and  act  devoutly  is 
inherent  righteoufnefs.  But  we  maintain, 
that  the  profane  and  intemperate,  being  con- 
vinced of  their  inquiity,  and  betaking  them- 
felves to  the  all-fufficient  Saviour  for  re- 
demption, are  interefted  in  the  merit  both 
of  his  life  and  of  his  death. — This  is  imputed 

righteoufnefs We  farther  affirm,    that 

though  criminal  in  themfelves,  they  are 
made  righteous  in  Chrift,  and  are  accepted 
by  God  for  his  beloved  Son's  fake.  This 
is  juftificatwi,  though  imputed  righteouf- 
nefs. 

Neither  is  this  a  precarious  or  unwarrant- 
able opinion,  but  the  clear  and  pofitive  de- 
claration of  fcripture.  He  jujVfieth,  he  ab- 
solves from  guilt,  he  treats  us  as  righteous. 
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Whom  ?  upright,  obedient,  finkfs  creatures , 
this  were  nothing  extraordinary — no  •,  but 
tf  he  jufViiieth  the  ungodly  that  believe  in 
the  Lord  Jefus,"*  imputing,  as  the  ground 
of  this  justification,  their  trefpafTes  to  him, 
and  his  righteoufnefs  to  them ;  this  is  di- 
vinely gracious  indeed  !f 

I  am  perfuaded  that  multitudes  in  the  gay 
and  licentious  world  are  held  faft  in  the  fatal 
fnareoffin  and  carnal  fecurity,  by  their  ig- 
norance of  this  fweet,  alluring,  conlblatory 
truth  :  they  find  themfelves  deeply  obnoxi- 
ous to  divine  juftice,  and  feel  themfelves 
ftrongly  bound  with  the  chains  of  fenfuality. 
They  think  it  is  impoflible  to  clear  the  en- 
ormous fcore  of  their  guilt,  impoflible  to  de- 
liver themfelves  frorfr the  confirmed  domi- 
nion of  fin.  Therefore,  like  defperate  debt- 
ors, they  ftifle  every  ferteus  thought,  leall  a 
confcioufnefs  of  their  long  arrears,  and  a 
profpect  of  the  dreadful  reckoning  mould 
torment  them  before  the  timej.  But  if  they 
were  informed,  that  the  infinitely  merciful 
Son  of  God  has  undertaken  to  redeem  fuch 
undone  and  helplefs  fmners  :  _That  he  has 
thoroughly  expiated  the  molt  horrid  tranf- 
greffions,  and  procured,  even  for  ungodly 

'Romans,  iv.  5,     f  Cor.  v.  19,21. 
\    M&t.viii.  %<). 
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wretches,  all  the  needful  fuppliesofftrength- 
ening  grace.— ^That  inftead  of  being  prohi- 
bited, they  are  invited  to  partake  of  thefe 
unfpeakable  bleJTings.' — I  fay  were  they  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  glad  tidings  of  the  gof- 
pel,  their  chains,  which  now  are  like  fteel 
and  adamant,  would  become  like  a  thread  of 
tow,  when  it  toucheth  the  fire*. 

Yes,  my  friend,  thefe  truths,  if  once  re- 
vealed and  received  in  their  hearts,  v/ould 
be  an  infallible  method  to  make  them  free  f. 

God  the  father  is  well  pleafed  with  this 
righteoufnefs  of  our  Redeemer.  He.  ex- 
preffes  his  complacency  by  the  mofl  empha- 
tical  words :  behold  my  fervant  whom  I 
uphold,  mine  elect,  in  whom  my  foul  de- 
lighteth,  viz.  in  Chrift  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs. God  is  not  only  pleafed,  but  delight- 
ed :  his  very  foul,  every  perfection  of  the 
godhead,  with  ineffable  fatisfaction,  refts 
and  "acqujefces  in  them.  Our  Lord  Jefus 
.Chrift  is  well  pleafedr  He  efleems  it  his 
honour  to  mine  forth  as  the  everlafting  righ- 
teoufnefs of  his  people.  It  is  the  brighten: 
jewel  of  his  mediatorial  crown. 

In  this  he-fees  the  travel  of  his  foul,  and  is 
iatisfiedj  $  accounting  himfelf  fully  recom- 

*  Judges,  xvi.  9.         +  John,  viii.  32,         \  Ifaiah,  ljii,  11. 
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penfed  for  all  the  labours  of  his  life,  and  all 
the  forrowsofhis  death,  when  finners  are 
warned  from  their  guilt  in  his  blood,  and 
prefented  faultlefs  by  his  obedience. 

The  holy  Spirit  is  equally  pleafed  with 
this  great  tranfaction,  and  its  matchlefs  ef- 
fedts  ;  it  is  his  peculiar  office  and  favourite 
employ  to  convince  the  world  of  the  fullnefs 
and  efficacy  of  their  Saviour's  righteoufnefs. 

Since  then  this  method  of  acceptance  and 
falvation  is  excellent  and  glorious  in  the  eyes 
of  the  adorable  Trinity — fince  it  magnifies 
the  law,  and  yields  the  molt  exalted  hon- 
ours to  its  divine  Author — fince  it  makes 
ample  provifion  for  the  holinefs  of  a  cor- 
rupt, and  the  happinefs  of  a  ruined  world, 
why  mould  my  friend  any  longer  diflike  it, 
oppofe  it,  or  treat  it  with  a  cold  indifference  ? 

Surely  all  thefe  grand  recommendations 
are  enough  to  over-rule  any  little  objecti- 
ons, which  may  arife  from  the  fufpicions  of 
timidity,  or  be  ftarted  by  the  artifices  of  fo- 
phiftry  and  cunning. 

It  is  very  probable  I  may  meet  with  af- 
rliftions  ■,  death  in  my  family,  or  difeafe  in 
my  perfon ;  clifappointments  may  fruftrate 
my  defigns  \  Providence  may  wear  a  frown- 
ing afped ;  as  though  the  Lord  had  a  con- 
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troverfy  with  his  finful  creature,  and  was 
caufing  him  to  poffefs  the  iniquities  of  his 
youth  ;  and  what  will  be  luflicient  to  fup- 
port  and  cheer  in  fuch  a  gloomy  hour  ?  no- 
thing but  the  <c  righteoufhefs  of  Jefus 
Chrift." 

Nothing  is  fovereign  to  clam  our  fears, 
and  remove  all  apprehenfions  of  the  Divine 
wrath,  or  to  draw  the  curtains  of  horror  from, 
around  ourfick  beds,  and  throw   our  lan-^ 
guilhing  eye-lids  off  the  gloom  of  the  fha- 
dow  of  death,  as  a  believing  improvement  of 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  our  dear  Re- 
deemer ;  this  clears  up  the  mournful  fcene, 
and  takes  away  the  fling  of  tribulation  and 
diftrefs. 

Attending  to  this  great  propitiation,  the 
fufferer  fees  his  fins  forgiven,  and  his  God 
reconciled  j  from  whence  he  concludes,  that 
the  fevereft  afflictions  are  only  fatherly  cor- 
rections, and  fhall  not  exceed  his  ability  to 
bear,  and  mail  affuredly  obtain  a  graci- 
ous iflue.  He  can  fetch  comfort  from  that 
cheering  word, "  I  will  be  with  him,  and 
bring  him  to  honour*. " 

Thefe  fupports  have  enabled  the  faints  to- 
kifs  the  rod,  and  blefs  the  hand  which  chaf- 
tifedthem.     To  poffefs  their  fouls,  not   in 

*  Pfalmxci.  SjL 
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patience  only,  but  in  thank fulnefs  alio. 
While  they  have  looked  inward,  and  difcern- 
ed  their  abfolute  need  of  thefe  bitter  but  fa- 
lutary  medicines,  they  have  looked  upward, 
and  beheld  the  cup  in  a  moft  wife  and  ten- 
der phyfician's  hand :  have  looked  forward, 
with  a  joyful  hope,  to  that  better  world, 
where  God  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from 
their  eyes,  and  there  fhall  be  no  more  forrow, 
nor  any  more  pain  for  ever. 

The  laft  occafion  of  need  is  the  trying 
hour  of  death,  and  the  tremendous  day  of 
judgment.  Will  this  righteoufnefs  carry  us 
<  with  iafety  through  the  darkfome  valley, 
and  prefent  us  with  acceptance  at  the  dread- 
ful tribunal  i — It  will:  it  will. — This  filen- 
ces  all  the  curfes  of  the  law,  and  difarms 
death  of  every  terror. 

To  believe  in  this  righteoufnefs,  is  to 
meet  death  at  our  Saviour's  fide,  or  rather, 
like  good  old  Simeon,  with  the  Saviour  in 
our  arms. — They  overcame,  fays  the  belov- 
ed difciple,  they  overcame  the  laft  enemy, 
not  by  natural  fortitude,  or  philofophic  re- 
folution,  but  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb*. 
By  that  grand  price  of  redemption  which 
coft  the  Redeemer  every  drop  of  his  blood  : 
which  delivers  finners  from  the  wrath  to 

*  Rct.  xii.  II. 
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come,  and  entitles  them  to  the  incorruptible 
inheritance. 

cc  I  know/' adds  the  heroic  apoftle  "whom 
I  have  believed;*"  I  am  allured  that  my  Je- 
fus  is  infinitely  faithful,  and  will  not  defert 
me }  that  his  ranfom  is  abfolutely  fufficient, 
and  cannot  deceive  me,  therefore,  with  a  ho- 
ly bravery,  he  bids  defiance  to  death,  or  ra- 
ther triumphs  over  it,  as  a  vanquifhed  ene- 
my i  "  thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriltf." 
Nay,  through  the  victorious  efficacy  of 
Chrifl's  propitiation,  death  is  ours  -,  not  our 
foe,  but  our  friend  and  deliverer.  We  may 
number  it  among  our  treafures,  and  relt  fa- 
tisfied  that  to  die  is  our  gain  J. 

O!  for  a  firm  and  lading  faiths 
To  credit  what  the  Almighty  iaith  j 
T*  embrace  the  promife  of  his  Son, 
And  call  the  joys  of  Heaven  our  own. 
Dr.  Watts. 

Theron.  I  know  not  how  it  is,  Afpafio; 
but  I  cannot  reconcile  myfelf  to  this'  doc- 
trine of  "imputed  righteoufnefs  :"  notwith- 
ftan  ling  all  the  pains  you  have  taken  to  make 
me  a  convert. 


*  %  Tim.  i.  1%.         f  1  Cor.  xv.  j 7.  \  Philip?  ians  i.  a. 
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djpafio.  The  difappointment  is  mine, 
but  the  lefs  is  your's,  Theron. — However,, 
let  me  entreat  you  not  to  reject  my  fenti- 
ments  abfolutely,  nor  to  condemn  them  pre- 
maturely. Suppofe  it  poflible,  at  leaft,  that 
they  may  be  true,  and  weigh  them  in  an  e- 
ven  balance. — Learn  wifdom  from  your  A- 
fpafio's  folly.  I  was  once  exactly  in  your  fi- 
tuation,  faw  things  in  your  light,  and  through: 
your  medium. 

Converting  (I  well  remember)  with  a  de- 
rout   but  plain  perfon,  our  difcourfe  hap- 
pened to  turn  on  the  fokmn  admonition} 
"  if  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  de- 
ny himfelf."     I  was    haranging  upon   the 
import   and  extent  of  the  duty  -,   ihewingr 
that  merely  to  forbear  the  infamous  action, 
jts  little.     We  mint  deny  admittance,  deny 
entertainment  at  leaft  to  the  evil  imagination, 
and  quench  even  the  kindling  fpark  of  irre- 
gular defire. — When  I  had  fhot  a  random 
bolt,  my  honeft  friend  replied,  "  There  is  a- 
nother  inftance  offelfdenial,  to  which  this  in- 
junction extends,   and   which   is    of  very 
great  moment  in   the  chriftian  religion  j  I 
mean  the  inftance  of  renouncing  our  own 
ftrength,  and  our   own  righteoufnefs,   not 
leaning  on  that  for  holinefs,  nor  relying  on 
this  for  juftification."     I  thought  the   old 
man,  T  muft  confefs,  little  better  than  a  fu- 
perititious  dotard  ;  and  wondered  at  (what 
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1  then  fancied)  the  motley  mixture  of  piety 
and  oddity  in  his  notions.  But  now  I  dif- 
cern  fenfe,  folidity,  and  truth  in  his  obferva- 
tion.  Now  I  perceive  that  we  ourfelves- 
are  often  the  dreamers,  when  we  imagine  o- 
thers  to  be  faft  a  fleep. 

Theron.  You  have  no  reafon  to  Be  a- 
fhamed  Afpafio,  of  receiving  infraction 
from  your  honeit  counfellor. 

Afpafio.  But  ftill  "you  cannot  reconcile 
yourfelf."  And  no  wonder.  For  this  way  of 
falvation  runs -directly  counter  to  the  ftream 
of  corrupt  nature.  It  puzzles  our  reafon, 
and  offends  our  pride. — "  What !  fhall  we 
not  work,  but  believe  unto  right  eovfncfs  ?  fhall 
we  receive  all  freely ,  and  reckon  ourfelves  no 
better  than  unprofitable  fervants  ?  having  no- 
thing whatfoever  that  may  recommend  us 
to  our  Maker."  This  is  ^method  to  which 
we  fhou]d  never  fubmit  j .  this  is  a  propofal 
which  we  fhonld  alv/ays  fpurn,  were  notour 
natural '  fentiments  rectified,  and  our  high 
imaginations  abafed  by  the  power  of  di- 
vine grace. 

Let  me  remind  you  of  a  little  incident 
which  you  muft  have  read  in  the  Grecian 
hiflory  :  a  certain  ftranger  came  one  day  to 
dine  with  forne  Lacedemonians,  who  always 
fat  down  at  a  public  table,  and  were  content 
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with  the  plaineft  food,  the  gentleman  ac- 
cuftomed  to  higher  eating,  could  not  for- 
bear exprefling  his  difguft  at  the  homely  pro- 
vifion. — Sir,  faid  the  cook,  you  do  not  make 
ufe  of  the  fauce. — What  do  you  mean  ?  re- 
plied the  guefb. — You  do  not  ufe  hard  ex- 
ercife,  nor  habituate  yourfelf  to  long  abfti- 
nence,  nor  bring  a  fharpened  appetite  to 
the  meal. — And  you,  my  dear  friend,  I  am 
apprehenfive,  have  not  the  fauce,  have  not 
the  proper  preparative  for  this  falutary  doc- 
trine, which  is  indeed  the  bread  of  life,  and 
the  very  marrow  of  the  gofpeL 

Theron.  What  preparative  ?  Did  you 
not  juft  now  fay  that  all  was  free,  and  no- 
thing needful,  but  only  to  receive  the  blef- 
fmg? 

Afpafio.  True ;  nothing  is  needful,  as  in- 
clining God  to  give,  but  only  as  inclining  us 
to  receive. — Would  you  feek,  would  you 
folicit,  would  you  fo  much  as  accept  a  par- 
don from  your  fovereign,  unlefs  you  flood 
convicted  of  fome  capital  crime,  or  was  ap- 
parently liable  to  condemnation  ?  neither 
will  finful  man  feek,  no,  nor  accept  the  great 
attonement,  till  he  is  made  fenfible  that  the 
wrath  of  God  and  the  damnation  of  hell  are 
whathejuftly  deferves,  and  what,  without 
the  propitiation  of  Chrift,  he  muft  unavoida- 
bly fufTer 
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This,  then,  is  the  preparative. — A  fenfe 
of  the  horrible  filthinefs  of  the  leaft  fin  in 
the  fight  of  God ;  of  the  innumerable  fins  of 
ourTieart  and  life,  and  our  undone  damnable 
flate  on  this  account. — While  dejlitute  of 
thefe  convictions,  our  fouls  will  be  like  the 
full  ftomach,  that  loathes  even  the  honey- 
comb. So  long  as  thefe  convictions  are 
flight,  and  hover  only  in  the  imagination  j  we 
fhall  be  like  Gallio,  liftlefs,  indifferent,  and 
"  caring  for  none  of  thofe  things. "-r-But 
when  they  are  deep  and  penetrate  the  heart, 
then  the  righteoufnefs  of  a  Redeemer  will  be 
fweet,  tafteful,  and  inviting.  Sweet  as 
myrrh  and  frankincenfe  to  the  fmell ;  tafie- 
ful  as  milk  and  honey  to  the  palate  ;  in- 
viting as  gold  and  treafures  to  the  ruined 
bankrupt. 

Theron.  How  are  thefe  convictions 
wrought  in  the  foul  ? 

AJpafio.  tc  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge 
of  fin."  Consequently,  by  the  law  is  the 
conviction  of  our  undone  ftate.  Let  us 
therefore  endeavour  to  underiland  the  law  of 
God  how  pure,  how  extenfive,  how  fublime- 
ly  perfect  it  is. — Then,  judge  of  our  fpiritual 
condition,  not  from  the  flattering  fuggelti- 
ons  of  felf-love,  nor  from  the  defeftive  ex- 
amples of  our  fellow  creatures,  but  by  this 
unerring  ftandard  of  the  fanctuary. — Above 
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all,  let  us  befeech  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  fend  his  enlightening 
fpirit  into  our  hearts  :  for  indeed,  without 
enlightening  influences  of  the  fpirit,  we  may 
have  the  divine  law  in  our  hand  •>  we  may 
comprehend  its  grammatical  meaning  •,  yet 
be  like  blind  Bartimeus  under  the  meri- 
dian fun.  It  is  the  blefTed  fpirit  alone  who 
can  remove  the  veil  of  ignorance  from  our 
minds  -y  and  fhew  us  either  £C  the  wonderful 
things  of  God's  law,"  or  the  glorious  myf- 
teries,  of  his  gofpel.  In  this  fenfe,  our  po- 
lite poetfpeeks  a  truth,  as  Angularly  impor- 
portant  as  it  is  elegantly  exprefled : 

"  He  from  thict  films  fhall  purge  the  vifual  ray, 
"  And  on  the  fightlefs  eye-balls  pour  the  day." 

Will  you  give  me  leave  to  propofe  ano- 
ther expedient,  which,'  I  believe,  may  be 
confiderably  ferviceable  in  this  particular 
cafe.  Which  I  am  affured,  will  be  greatly 
advantageous  in  many  other  refpects. 

Theron.  Backward  as  I  am  to  adopt 
your  doctrine,  I  am  no  enemy  to  my  own 
intereft  j  therefore,  fhall  not  only  give  you 
leave  to  propofe,  but  give  you  thanks  for 
communicating  fo  valuable  an  advice. 

Afpafio.  It  is,  in  reality,  none  of  mine. 
It  was  long  ago  recommended  by  our  old  ac- 
quaintance Horace.  It  confifts  in  keeping  a 
diary. 
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Compile  a>  fecret  hiftory  of  your  heart 
and  conduct. — Take  notice  of  the  manner 
in  which  your  time  is  fpent,  and  of  the 
{train  which  runs  through  your  difcourfe. 
How  often  the  former  is  loft  in  trifles,  how 
often  the  latter  evaporates  in  vanity.  At- 
tend to  the  principle  from  which  your  acti- 
ons flow ;  whether  from  the  fteady  habitual 
love  of  God,  or  from  fome  rambling  im- 
pulfe,  and  a  cuftomary  propenfity  tc  pleafe 
yourfelf. — Minute  down  your  fins  of  omijji- 
on-,  how  frequently  you  neglect,  to  glorify 
your  Creator,  to  edify  your  fellow  crea- 
tures •,  and  to  improve  yourfelf  in  know- 
ledge and  holinefs.  Obferve  the  frame  of 
your  fpirit  in  religious  duties  -,  with  what  re- 
luctance they  are  undertaken,  and  with  what 
indevOtion  performed  ;  with  how  many 
wanderings  of  thought,  and  with  how  much 
dullnefs  of  defire.  How  often,  in  tranf act- 
ing common  affairs,  you  feel  the  inordinate 
fallies  of  paflion,  the  workings  of  evil  con- 
cupifcence,  or  the  intrufion  of  foolifh  ima- 
ginations. 

Regifter  thofe  jeerei  faults,  to  which  none 
but  your  own  conicience  is  privy,  and  which 
none  but  the  all-feeing  eye  difcerns.  Often 
review thefe  interefting  memoirs;  frequent- 
ly contemplate  yourfelf  in  this  faithful  mir- 
ror, and  do  not  be  afraid  to  fee  your  wants 
and  weakneiTes,  the  depravity  of  your  heart. 
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and  the  iniquity  of  your  life. — An  artiit, 
fome  time  ago,  took  a  furvey  of  your  eftate; 
drew  the  form,  and  meaflired  the  dimenfi- 
ons  of  each  enclofure ;  pictured  out  every 
hedge,  and  fcarce  omitted  a  fingle  tree 
which  grew  upon  the  premifes. — Act  this 
with  your  will,  your  underftanding,  and  your 
affections.  # 

By  this  means  we  Jhall  difcover  the  fins 
which  moft  eafily  befet  us,  which  moft  fre- 
quently-elude  our  vigilance,  and  baffle  our 
refolution.  We  mail  learn  hew  to  poft  our 
guard,  when  to  exercife  the  ftricteft  watch, 
and  where  to  diree"b  the  artillery  of  prayer. 
—-In  a  word,  we  mall  learn  better  than  from 
ten  thoufand  volumes,  to  know  ourfelves. 
A  knowledge  which  was  fuppofed,  by  the 
ancient  philofophers,  to  defcend  from  hea- 
ven, and  which,  I  believe,  our  chriftian 
divines  will  allow,  has  a  happy  tendency  to 
lead  people  thither  •,  becaufe,  of  all  other 
preparatives,  it  befl  diipofes  them  for  that 
bleffed  Redeemer,  who  is  the  way,  the  on- 
ly way  to  thofe  blifsful  manfions. 

Now  I  have  mentioned  a  way,  let  me 
iuppofe  you  travelling  through  an  unknown 
country :  you  came  to  a  place  where  the 
road  divides  itfelf  into  two  equally  inviting 
parts.  You  are  at  a  lofs  which  track  to 
purfue.     Whofe  direction  will  you  choofe 
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to  follow  ?  that  man's  who  has  paflfed  thro' 
neither  o£  them  ?  that  man's  who  has  palled 
through  cne  of  them  only?  or  that  man's 
who  has  paflfed  and  repaffed  them  both  ?*  To 
wait .  for  an  anfwer  would  be  an  affront  to 
your  judgment:  only  let  me  obferve,  that 
the  laft  is  your  Afpaiio's  cafe.  He  has  tra- 
velled bng,  and  proceeded  far,  even  iayour 
path.  All  that  circumfpection  and  afiidui- 
ty,  all  that  prayer  and  felf-denial,  all  that 
falling  and  alms,  and  every  other  means  of 
grace  could  do,  in  order  toeftablifh  a  righ- 
teoufneis  of  his  own,  has  been  done. — But 
to  no  .purpofe, — He  has  alio  trod  every  ftep 
in  the  way,  which  he  recommends  to  his 
beloved  friend.  He  has  made  the  trial  con- 
cerning the  righteoufnefs  without  works,  or 
the  righteoufneis  of  God  imputed.  He  can 
iet  his probatum  ejl  to  whatfoever  he.advifes 
on  this  fubjeel:,  and  may  venture  to  fay, 
with  his  divine  master,  "  we  fpeak  that 
we  do  know,"  and  teftify  that  we  have  ex- 
perienced. 

Theron*  I  am.forry  to  obferve  that  the 
night  is  coming  on,  and  our  converfation 
almoft  at  an  end.  My  regret  is  increaled 
by  the  consideration  of  your  intended  jour- 
ney.— Though  bufinefs obliges  you  to  depart, 
it  will  I  hope,  afford  you  leifure  to  nftite. 
This  will  be  fome  compenfation  for  the 
want  of  your  company. 
H 
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Yonder  fun  is  finking  below  the  horizon^ 
and  jufb  taking  his  leave  of  our  earth.  To 
retard  die  departing  radiance,  at  leaft  to  al- 
leviate the  approaching  lofs  thofe  weftern 
clouds  catch  the  rays,  and  reflect  them  to  our 
view  in  a  mcft  amufing  diverfity  of  colours. 
By  this  means  we  enjcy  the  great  luminary 
in  his  beams,  even  when  bis  crb  is  withdrawn 
from  our  fight.  An  epiflolary  correfpon- 
dence  has  fomething  of  the  fame  nature. 
Letters  may  be  called  the  talk  of  abfent 
friends.  By  this  expedient,  they  communi- 
cate their  thoughts,  even  though  countries, 
kingdoms,  or  feas  intercept  their  fpeech. 
Ycu  muft,  therefore,  promife  me  this  fatif- 
facticn,  that  I  may  converfe  with  my  Afpa- 
fio  by  xkitpn,  when  I  can  no  longer  have  an 
intercourfe  with  him  \nprfcn. 

.  Jfprfio.  You  have  anticipated  me,  The- 
ron  ■,  otherwife,  what  is  now  my  promife, 
would  have  been  my 'recueft. 

I  Cannot  but  take  notice  of  another  parti- 
cularity in  that  magnificent  afTemblage  of 

;  clouds ;  hew  they  varied  their  appearance, 
as  the  lamp  of  day  changed  its  fituaticn. — 
A  little  while  ago,  th'ofe  curtains  of  the  fky 

•  were  ftreaked  with  orange,  er  tinged  with 
amber.  Piefent'ly  they  borrow  the  biufh 
of  theicfe,  or  the  fcftened  red  of  the  pink, 
'Erelong,  they   glow  with  vermillion,  or 
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deepen  into  crimfon.  Soon  fuccceds  the 
purple,  more  beautiful  and  grand  than  any 
imperial  robe,  and  as  foon  (thus  tranfient 
is  all ■  fublunary  grandeur!)  gives  place  tl 
the  fable  vtil  of  evening,  or  faddens  into  the 
glocmy  pall  of  night.  Such  I  truft,  will  be 
the  iffueof  my  Theron's  prefent  apprehen- 
fions.  All  his  fplendid  ideas  of  human  ex- 
cellency  and  ielf-nghteoufnefs  v/iil  become 
faint,  will iofe  their  imaginary  lu{tre,.tiil  at 
length  they  fade  away,  and  darken  into  ab- 

tiAmtJzlf-abqferticn!'.'' -Then  the  grace  of 

free  juftifkation  will  be  amiable,  will  be  cle- 
firable  as  the  beauties  of  the  dawn,  breaking 
upon  the  fhades  of  night.  Then  you  will 
make  no  difficulty  -to  fay  with  the  Pfalmii! 
and  the  Apoitle,  "  Blefted  is  the  man  unto 
whom  God  imputeth  righteoufnefs-  without 
works"."       . 

Oh,  my  Theron  !  what  is  the  drop -of  a 
bucket  to  the  unfathomable  waves  of  the 
ocean  ?  what  is  a  grain  of  fand  to  the  un- 
meafureable  dimenfions  of  the  univerfe  ? 
what  is  an  hour  or  a  moment  to  the  endlef, 
revolutions  of  eternity.  ?  inch  are  all  human 
endowments  and  temporary  attainments, 
compared  with  his  righteoufnefs,  who 
"  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with 
God,  yet  took  on  him  the  form  of  a  fervant? 

*  Romans,  iv.  <5. 
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who  was  made  fin  for  ns  who  knew  no  fin, 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of 
God  in  him*?" — And  is  this  righteoufnefs 
defigned  for  us  ?  Is  this  to  be  our  wedding 
drefs,  this  our  beautiful  array's  when  we  enter 
the  regions  of  eternity  I  Unfpeakable  pri- 
vilege !— Is  this  what  God  has  provided 
to  fupply,  and  more  than  llipply  our  lofs  in 
Adam  ?  Boundlefs  benignity  ! — Shall  ive. 
be  treated  by  the  Judge  of  the  world,,  as  if 
we  had  performed  all  this  unfinning  and  per- 
fect, obedience  I  well  might  the  prophet  cry 
cut,  like  one  loft  in.  aftonifhment,  "  how 
great  is  his  goodnefs  ! "  How  great  indeed ! 
fince  all  that  the  Lord  J efus  did  andfujjercd, 
was  done  and  fuifcred  for  us  men,  and  for 
our  falvation, cc  is  imputed  unto  us  for  righ- 
teoufnefs," and  is  the  caufe,  the  fole  but  infi- 
nitely fufficient  caufe  of  our  juftification. 

Is  not  your  heart  enamoured,  my  dear 
Theron,  with  a  view  of  this  incomprehensi- 
bly rich  grace  ?  whatfo  excellent,,  what  fo 
comfortable,  what  fo  defirable  as  the  gift  of 
a  Saviour's  righteoufnefs  ?  though  delineat- 
ed by  \K\%fmli§  pen,  methinks  it  has  glory 
and  dignity  enough  to  captivate  our  heartsr 
and  fire  our  affections  ;  fire  them  with  ar- 
dent and  diftinguimablc  defires  after  a  per- 
ianal intereit  and  propriety  in  it. — O  !   may 

*  a  Cor.  t.  ax. 
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the  eternal  Spirit  reveal  our  Redeemer's 
righteoufnefs,  in  all'its  heavenly  beauty  and 
divine  mitre  !  then,  I  am  perfuaded,  we  fhall 
efteem  it  above  every  thing  ■,  we  fliali  regard 
it  as  the  one  thing  needful  ;  we  Hiail  count 
all  things  in  companion  of  it,  worthlefs  as 
the  chaff,  and  empty  as  the  wind. 

Bur  here  tinners  may  "fuck  and  be  fatisfi- 
ed  with  this  breaft  of  confolat'ion  j"  yea, 
millions  and  thoufands  of  millions  "  may 
milk  out  and  be  delighted  with  the  abun- 
dance of  its  glory." — Here  we  (hall  find  the 
doctrine  of  iupererogation,  no  longer  a  chi- 
mera, but  a  delightful  reality.  Here,  indeed,. 
is  an  immenfe  furplufage,  an  inexhauftible 
fund  of  merit,  fufficient  to  enrlrh  a  whole 
world  of  indigent  and  mifcrable  creatures  ; 
fufficient  to  make  their-  cup  run  over  with  a 
fuper  abundant  fulnefs  of  peace  and  joy,  fo 
long  as  time  fhall  laft,  and  when  time  in  all 
be  no  more.  For  to  ufe  the  apoitle's  v/eighty 
argument,  ct  if  by  one  man's  offence,  death 
reigned  by  one ;  much  more  they  which  re- 
ceive abundance  of  grace,  and  of  the  gift  of 
righteoufnefs  mail  reign  in  life  by  me,"  Je- 
fus  Chrift.  Is  it  reafonable  that  we  fhoukl 
afcribe  more  power  to  Adam,  a  mere  man, 
in  making  us  miners,  than  in  Chrift,  the 
god- man,  in  making  us  righteous  ?  No 
verily.  If  one  offence,  committed  by  one 
man,  made  all  his  poiterity  chargeable  with 
Hi 
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guilt,  and  liable  to  death,  much  more  fhall 
the  manifold  initances  of  our-divine  Redeem- 
er's obedience  abfolve  all  his  people  from 
condemnation  and  punifhment,  and  intitle 
them  to  the  honours<and  joys  of  immortali- 
ty. > 

Think  not  that  what  I  have  written  is  the 
language  of  rant  j  it  is  a  paraphrafe,  though 
I  muft  confefs,  but  a  fcanty  paraphrafe,  on 
David's  practice,  and  David's  faith ;  "  My 
mouth  mall  Ihew  forth  thy  righteoufnefs 
and  thy  falvation  all  the  day,  for  I  know  not 
the  numbers  thereof."  The  fupereminent 
righteoufnefs  cf  Chrift,  and  the  great  falva-  > 
tion  obtained  thereby,  he  declares,  iliall  be 
the  choien,  the  principal  fubjeet  of  his  dif- 
eourfe  j  not  on  a  fabbath  only,'  but  on  kb*-  - 

r$y  day  of  the  week,  of  the  year,,  of  his  life: 
not .  barely  at  the  dated  returns  of  folemn 
devotion^  but  on  every  common  occafion, 
in  every  .fecial  interview,  all  the  daylong. 
r.Yhy   will  he  thus  dwell,   perpetually  and 

•  invariably  dwell,  on.  this  darling  theme  ? 
becaufe,  i:  he  knew  not  the  numbers  there- 
of.''  It  is  impoiTible  to  meafure  the  value, 
or  exhayil  the  fullnefs  of  thefe  blemngs. 
The  ri^Iueoulnefs-isunfpeakable,  the  falva- 
is  everlafting.  To  compute  the  duration 
of  the-  one,  numbers  fail ;  to  defcribe  the 
cxceHenjSyvof  the  ether,  words  are  at  a  iofs- 
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This  will  appear  in  a  clearer  light,  if,  to 
the  perfection  of  his  obedience,  we  add  the 
majejiy.  of  our  Saviour's  per/on. --^Let  me  de- 
fire  my  friend,  the  friend  of  my  bofom,  to 
contemplate  our  Lord  Jefus  under  that 
lovely  and  auguft  character,  clorious  in 
holiness.-  And,  for  my  part,  I  will  not 
ceafe  to  pray,  that  a  fenfe  of  this  fupere- 
minentry  grand  and  precious  righteoufnefs 
may  be  written  .on  my  Theron's  heart. — ■ 
On  thofe  living  tables,  may  it  be  like  figures 
cut  on  a  rock  of  folid  marble,  or  inicribed 
on  the  bark  of  a  folid  tree '-,  be  lajVing  in  its 
duration  as  the  former,  and  fpreading  in  its 
influence  as  the  latter ■;  and  it  will  then  be 
a  fure  proof  that  his  name  is  written  in 
the  book  of  life. 

You  give  a  molt  aftonifhing  account  of 
the  preffure  of  the  atmofphcre.  Aftonilh- 
ing  indeed  !  that  we  mould  be  continually 
furrounded,  continually  overwhelmed  witrt 
fuch  a  load  of  air ;  quite  dreadful  to  think 
upon!  yetnot.be  crulhed  to  death;  no, 
nor  be  fenfible  of  the  leaft  weight. — This, 
I  think,  may  ferve  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of 
finners,  unnwakened-  from  carnal  fecurity. 
Loads,  more,  than  mountainous  loads  of  guilt, 
are  ujpop  ;h,is  foul,  and  he  perceives  not  the 
burdtm.^  For  this  reafon,  he  is  under  no 
apprehenfions  of  the  vengeance  and  fiery 
indignation  which  he  deferves ;  he  has  no 
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fuperlative  efteem  for  the  attonement  and 
merits  of  the  Redeemer,  which  alone  can 
deliver  him  from  the  wrath  ta  come  ;  but 
if  once  his  confcienoe  feels  what  his  lips, 
perhaps,  have  often  repeated,  "'we  do  ear- 
nestly repent  ns  of  thefe  our  mifdoings  j 
the  remembrance  of  them  is  grievous  unto 
us,  the  burden  of  them  intolerable  ;"  then 
how  will  he  prize  fuch  a  text ;  "The  Lord 
laid  on  Chrift  th&  iniquity  of  us  all :"  how 
will  he  long  for  an  intereft  in  the  Lamb  of 
God,  "  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the, 
world  !"  then  that  Jefus,  who  has  finifhed 
the  tranfgreflion,  and  brought-in  everlafting 
righteoufnefs,  will  be  all  his  falvation,  and. 
all  his  dejfrre. 

That  Mr.  Hervey  was  a  great  admirer 
of  the  charms  of  rural  nature,  and  clofely 
ftudied  the  beauties  of  her  fylvan  retreats, 
may  be  readily  proved  by  his  choice  of,, 
and  attachment  to  the  filent  receffes  of  the 
country,  and  his  pi<fturefque  defcriptions  of 
them  in  various  parts  of  his  admired  writ- 
ings: the  beginnings  of  his  Meditations, 
Contemplations  and  Dialogues,  plainly  evi- 
dence his  tafte  and  genius,  efpecially  for 
rural  and  luxuriant  paintings  ;  the  following 
extracts  from  the  aforementioned  dialogues 
wi]l^  1  doubt  not,  be  very  acceptable  to  all 
who  are  fond  of  romantic  and  fequeftered 
icenes. 


DESCRIPTIVE  BEAUTIES, 


A  DESCRIPTION    OF    THERON's    EXTENSIVE 
GARDENS. 


TH  E  fpot  adjoining  to  the  houfe  was 
appropriated  to  the  cultivation  of 
flowers. — In  a  variety  of  handfome  com- 
partments were  affembled  the  choiceit  beau- 
ties of  blooming  nature.  Here  the  hya- 
cinth hung  her  filken  bells,  or  the  lillies  rear- 
ed their  filver  pyramids.  There  ftood  the 
neat  narciffus>  loofely  attired  in  a  mantle  of 
fnowy  luftre,  while  the  fplendid  ranunculus 
wore  a  full  trimmed  fuit  of  radiant  fcarlet. 
Pinks  were  rifing  to  enamel  the  borders  ;  rofes 
were  opening  to  drefs  the  walks,  furround- 
ed  on  all  fides  with  a  profufion  of  beauteous 
forms,  either^  latent  in  the  ftalk,  or  burfting 
tfis  buds;  or  bfown  into  full  expanfion. 
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This  was  bounded  by  a  flight  partition :  a 
fort  of   verdant  parapet,    through   which 
they  defcended  by  an  eafy  flight  of  fleps, 
and  are  prefented  with  the  elegant  fimpli- 
city  of  the  kitchen-garden. — In   one  place 
you  might  fee  the  marygold  flowering,  or 
the  beans  in  blofTom.     In  another  the  en- 
dive curled  her  leaves,  or  the  lettuce  thick- 
ened her  tufts.    Cauliflowers  fheltered  their 
fair  complexion  under  a  green  umbrella, 
while  the  borage  difhevelled  her  locks,  and 
braided  them  with  native  jewels  of  a  finer 
than  the  fine  ft  fapphires. — On   the  funny 
Jivpes,  the  cucumber  and  melon  lay  balking 
in  the  collected  beams.     On  the  raifedbeds 
the  artichoke  feemed  to  be  erecting  a  fland- 
ard,  while  the  afparagus  mot  into  ranks  of 
fpears.     The  ie-vei  ground  produced  all  man  - 
ner  of  cooling  fallads  and  nourishing  eicu- 
knts ;  which,  like  the  brows  of  the  Olym- 
pic conquerors,  were  bound  with  a  fillet  of 
unfading  parfley  i  or,  like  the  pictures  of 
the  mountain  nymphs,  were  grace'd  with  a 
chaplet  of  fragrant   marjoram. — In   fhort, 
nothing  was  wanting   to   fcirnim.   out  the 
wholefome  luxury  of  an  antcdilwvean  ban- 
quet. 

Soon  a  high  wall  intervenes,  trough 
which  a  wicket  opens,  and  tra^hnits  them 
into  the  regular  and  equidiftp-1*  rows  of  an 
orchard. — This  plantation  iKc^«ukely  «#• 
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j  ufted,  that  it  looks  like  an  arrangement  of 
rural  piazzas,  or  a  colle&ion  of  diverfified 
viftas.  The  eye  is  every  where  entertained 
with  the  exadteft  uniformity,  ani  darts,  with 
unobfcructed  eafe,  from  one  end  of  the 
branching  files  to  the  others  On  all  the 
boughs  lay  a  lovely  evolution  of  bkjjcmsy 
arrayed  in  milky  white,  or  tinged  with  the 
fofteft  red  j  crouding  into  one  general  cluf- 
ter,  without  relinquishing  a  vacant  fpace  for 
leaves,  they  formed  the  faireft,  the  gayeftj 
the  grandeft  alcove  that  fancy  itfelf  can  ima- 
gine.— It  is  really  like  the  Court  of  Grac- 
es ;  none  can  approach  it,  without  Aiding 
his  ideas  brightened,  and  feeling  his  temper 
exhilirated. 

•Contiguous  to  this  correct  difpofition  of 
things,  nature  has  thrown  a  wildemefs,  hoa- 
ry, grotefque,  and  magnificently  confufed. 
It  ftretched  itfelf  with  a  large  circular  fweep 
to  the  north,  andfecured  both  the  olitory 
and  the  -orchard  from  incommoding  winds. 
Copfes  of  hazel  and  flowering  ihrubs  filled 
the  lower  fpaces,  while  poplars  quivered 
aloft  in  the  air,  and  pines  pierced  the  clouds 
with  their  le^fy  fpires.  Here  grew  clumps 
of  fir,  clad  in  everlafting  preen  j  there  flood 
groves  of  oak,  which  had  weathered  for  ag- 
«s  the  wintry  ftorm. — -This  woody  theatre 
was  interfected  by  a  winding  walk,  lined 
with  eims  of  an  infuperable  height,  whofe 
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branches,  uniting  at  the  top,  reared  a  majef- 
tic  arch,  and  projected  a  folemn  fhade.  It 
was  impofTible  to  enter  this  lofty  labyrinth, 
without  being  (truck  with  a  pleafing  dread. 
As  they  proceed,  every  inflexion  dirFufes  a 
deeper  gloom,  and  awakens  a  more  penfive 
attention. 

Having  ftrolled  in  this  darkfome  avenue, 
without  a  fpeck  of  fun  mine,  without  a 
glimpfe  of  the  heavens  j  on  a  fudden,  they 
ftep  into  open  day.< — Surprifing  !  cries  Af- 
pafio,  what  a  change  is  this  !  what  a  delight- 
ful enchantment  is  here ! — One  initant 
whelmed  in  Trophcnius's  cave,  where 
darknefs  lours,  and  horror  frowns,  tranfport- 
ed  the  next  into  the  romantic  fcenes  of  Ar- 
cadia, where  all  is  Hghtfome,  and  all  is  gay. 
Quick  as  thought  the  arches  of  heaven  ex- 
pand their  azure ;  turrets  and  fpires  fhoot 
into  the  ikies  j  towns,  with  their  fpacioua 
edifices,  fpread  themfelves  to  the  admiring 
view.  Thofe  lawns,  green  with  frefheft  her- 
bage,, thofe  fields.,  rich  with  undulating 
corn,  where  were  they  all  a  moment  ago  ? 
It  brings  to  my  mind  that  remarkable  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Jewifh  law-giver,  when,  elevat- 
ed en  the  fummitofPifgah,  he  furveyedthe 
goodly  land  of  prctiife — furveyed  '*  the  ri- 
vers, the  floods,  the  brooks  of  honey  and 
bvt:er"— -furveyed  "  the  mountains  droping 
with  v,  ine,  and  the  hills  flowing  with  milk,' ' 
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Surveyed  all  with  thofe  eyes,  which 

for  forty  tedious  years  had  been  con- 
fined to  dry  fands,  ragged  rocks,  and  the 
irkfome  waftes  of  a  defolate  howling  wilder- 
nefs. 

On  the  firft  mojfy  hillock^  which  offered  its 
couch,  our  gentlemen  feated  theinieives. 
The  rifing  fun  had  vilited  the  fpot  to  dry 
up  the  dews  and  exhale  the  damps  that  might- 
endanger  health,  to  open  the  violets,  and 
expand  the  primrofes  that  decked  the  green, 
The  whole  iliade  of  the  wood  was  collected 
behind  them,  and  a  beautiful,  extenfive, 
moll  diverfified  landfcape  fpread  \\fc\i. before 
them. 

Theron,  according  to  his  ufual  manner, 
made  many  improving  remarks  on  the  prof- 
peel:  and  its  furniture.  He  traced  the  foot- 
iteps  of  an  all  comprehending  contrivance, 
and  pointed  out  the  ftrokes  of  inimitable 
ikill.  He  obferved  the  grand  exertions  of 
power,  and  the  rich  exuberance  of  goodnefs, 
moft  fignally,  moft  charmingly  cenfpicuous 
through  the  whole. — -Upon  one  circum- 
ftance  he  enlarged withparticular  fatisfacti- 
oh. 

Theron.     See,  Afpafio  !  how  all  is  calcu- 
late! to  adrninifter  the  higheft   delight  to 
mankind. — Thofe   trees  and  hedges  which 
I 
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ikirt  the  extremities  of  the  landfcape,  fteal- 
ing  away  from  their  real  bulk,  and  lerTening 
by  gentle  diminutions,  appear  like  elegant 
pictures  in  miniature  :  thofe  which  occupy 
the  nearer  fituations,  are  a  fet  of  noble  imag- 
es, fwelling  upon  the  eye,  in  full  ■proportion , 
and  in  a  variety  of  graceful  attitudes  ;  both 
of  them  ornameDting  the  feveral  appart- 
-ments  of  our  common  abode*  with  a  mixture 
of  delicacy  and  grandeur. 

The  blofToms  that  array  the  branches, 
the  flowers  that  embroider   the  mead,  ad- 
drefs  and  entertain  eiw   eyes  -  with    every 
charm  of  beauty  ;  -whereas,   to  ether  crea- 
tures, they  are  cleftitute    of  all  thofe  attrac- 
tives,  which  refult  from  a  combination  ol  the 
•loveliett   colours,  and  moil  alluring  forms. 
Yonder  ftreams  that  glide  with  fmooth  fere- 
nity  along  the  vallies,  glittering  to  the  dis- 
tant view  like  fneets  of  poiifhed  filver,  or 
Toothing  the  attentive  ear  with  the  foftnefs 
of  aquatic  murmurs,  are  no  lefs  exhilirating  to 
the  fancy,  than  to  the  foil  through  which 
they  pafs.     The  huge  enormous  mountain, 
the  iteep  and  dizzy  precipice,  the  pendent 
horrors   of  the  craggy  promontory,   wild 
and  tremendous  as  they  are,  furnifh  out  an 
agreeable  entertainment  to.  the  human  mind, 
and  phile  even  while  they  terrify,   whereas 
the  beaiis  take  no  other  notice  of  thofe  ma- 
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jeftic  deformities,  than  only .  to  avoid   the 
dangers  they  appear  to  threaten. 

s]fpafio?N\\2,x.  a  magnificent  and  charming 
fcene  ! — Hills  on  either  fide,  gently  riling 
and  widely  fpreading  ;  their  fumroits 
crowned  with  fcattered  villages,  and  eluf- 
tsring  trees.  Their  flopes  divided  into  a 
beauteous  chequer-work,  con  fi  fling  parti}'' 
of  tillage,  with  its  waving  crops,  partly  of 
paflujage,  with  its  grazing  herd?.—  Before 
us  the  trefoil,  the  clover,  and  variety  of  graf- 
fy  plants,  differently  bladed,  and  differently 
branched^  weave  themfeives  into  a  carpet 
of  living  green.  Can  any  of  the  manufac- 
tures formed  in  the  looms,  or  extended  in 
the  palaces  of  Perfia,  vie  w ith  the  covering 
of  this  ample  area  ?  vie  with  it  in  grandeur 
of  fize,  or  delicacy  of  decoration  ? 

What  a  profufion  of  the  gayeffc  flowers, 
fringing  the  banks,  and  embroidering  the 
plain! — Nothing  can  be  blighter  than  the 
luftre  of  thefe  filver  daifies  :  nothing  deeper 
than  the  tinge  of  thofe  golden  crczvfoots. 
Yet  both  feem  to  acquire  additional  liveli- 
nefs,  by  fucceeding  to  the  deformity  of  win- 
ter, and  by  flou'-ifning  amidfl  the  frelhefl 
verdure.    - 

Thercn.  Nature  is  truly  in  her  /r/,v.v. — 
The  vegetable  tribes  are  putting  on  their 
richeil  attire.     Thofe  chefnuts  on  our  right 
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hand  begin  to  rear  their  (lowering  pyramids  ; 
thofe  willows  on  cur  left  are  tipt  with  taf- 
fels  of  grey,  while  yonder  poplars,  which 
overlook  the  river,  and  feem  to  command 
the  meadows,  are  pci-nted  with  rolls  of  fil- 
ver. 

The  hawthorn,  in  every  tledgti  is  partly 
t urged  with  filken  gems,  partly  diflufed  into 
a  milk  vhite  bloom.  Not  a  flraggling 
furze,  nor  a  folitary  thicket  on  the  Heath, 
but  wears  a  rural  nofegay.  Even  amidft 
that  neglected  Dike,  the  arum  rifes  in  hum- 
ble fta;e ;  moft  curioufly  fhrouded  in  her 
leafy  tabernacle,  and  furrounded  with  lux- 
uriant families,  each  diflinguifhed  by  a  pe- 
culiar livery  of  green.  Look  wherever 
we  wiil,  all  h  a  delightful  difplay  of  prefent 
fertility,  and  joyous  pledge  of  future  plenty. 
-—Now  we  experience  what  the  royal  poet, 
in  very  delicate  imagery,  defcribes  :  "The 
winter  is  pad;  the  rain  is  over  and  gone. 
The  Mowers  appear  on  the  earth  -,  the 
time  of  the  fiftstng  of  birds  is  come  ;  and 
the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land* 
The  fig-tree  putteth  forth  her  green  figs  •, 
and  the  vine  with  her  tender  grapes  give,  a, 
good  fmell." 

Jfptyio.  See  !  Theron,  what  the  cheer- 
ing warmth,  and  the  genial  mowers,  of  fpring 
have  don;e  !     The   rough,  tree   foftens  inta 
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verdure.  The  ragged  thorn  is  robed  with, 
beauty.  Even  the  uncultivated  lanes  teem 
with  herbage;  Such  a  -change,  .fo  pleafing, 
and  fo  ennobling,  the  gofpel  of  christ  in- 
troduces into  die  foul.— Not  a  day,  fcarce 
an  hour  paries,  but  this  feafon  of  univerfal 
fecundity  produces  fomething  new  -,  fome- 
thing  that  improves  the  afpecl,and  increafes 
the  riches  of  nature.  And  is  there  any  flate, 
or  any  circumftance  of  life,  in  which  the 
faith  of  christ  does  not  exert  a  fimilar  effi- 
cacy ?  Does  not  purify  the  heart,  and  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  god. 

Theron.  To  me  who  have  fpent  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  winter  in  town,  thefe  fcenes  of 
the  country  are  inexpreftibly  pleafing.  Take 
who  will,  the  gilded  falcon,  and  the  filken 
fettee  j  fo  long  as  I  can  fheiter  myfelf  under 
the  canopy  of  fuch  a  fpreading  beech,  and 
life  one  of  its  coarfe  mif-ihapen roots  for  my 
feat. 

'Tis  true  we  fee  no  longer  thofe  fplen- 
did  brocades  and  elegant  toupees  which  dif- 
tinguifh  the  Park  and  Mall. — But  we  hare 
full  in  our  view  a  multitude  of  honeft  nif- 
ties, purfuing  their  cheerful  labours  in  yon- 
der meadow ;  fome  mowing  the  luxuriant 
herbage  ;  fome  fpreading  it  to  the  fun,  or 
raifing  it  into  regular  cocks  ;  others  loading 
their  waggons  'fith  the  hav,  or  clearing  the 

I  2 
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ground  with  their  rakes  ;  the  ground,  clear- 
ed of  its  foft  incumberance,    appears  frefh 
and  green,    like  another  lpring,  while  the ' 
exhalations  of  the-  tedded  grafs,  floating    in  : 
the  air,  gives  a  rural  perfume  to  the  gale.— 
And  which,  my  Afpafio,  which  are  the  moil 
valuable  objects  ?  the  little  labourers   of  the 
hive  that  enrich  themfelves  and  regale  their 
mailers,  or  the  gay  flutter ers  of  the  garden, , 
whole,  life  is  nothing   but   fport,  and  their" 
higher!   character   is    to  be  infignirkantly 
pretty  ?- 

Afpafio.  In  this  retirement  we  hear  none  of 
the  wanton  and  corrupting  airs  of  the  opera  y 
iio,  nor  the  majeilic  and  ennobling  melody 
of  the  oratorio.— But  we  have  a  band  of 
mufi'c  {rationed- in  the  grove,  and  a  concert 
of  native  harmony  warbling  from  the  boughs. 
We  are  entertained  with  the  mufic,  which 
charmed  the  human  ear,  long  before  jubal 
found  out  his  inftruments,  and  thoufands  of 
years  before  Handel  compofed  his  notes. 
— The  bullfinch,  and  a  multitude  of  lit- 
tle tuneful  throats,  llrike  the  key.  The 
thrufit  below  and  the  fky-lark  refponfive 
from  above,  t&verfify  and  exalt  the  ftrain. 
The  blackbird,  fomewhat  like  the  folemn 
©rgan,  with  notes  perfectly  melodious,  and 
gracefully  ibnorous,  crowns  the  choir,  while 
the  turtle's  melancholy  voice,  and  die  snur- 
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muring  water's  plaintive  tone,  deepen  and 
complete  the  univerfal  fymphony. 

Tberon.  The  inhabitants  of  yonder  vil- 
lages have  never  beheld  the  fplendid  procef- 
fion,  which  folemnizes  the  coronation  of  a 
monarch,  nor  the  gaudy  illuminations  which 
diitinguifh  the  anniverfary  of  his  birth :  but 
they  fee,  almoft  every  morning,  a  much  no- 
bler fpeclacle  difplayed  in  the  eaft.  They 
fee  the  great  Ruler  of  the  day, or  rather  the  en- 
voy from  day's  eternal  -sovereign,  making 
his  entry  amidft  the  fpaces  of  the  fky.  The- 
heavens  are  ftrewed  with  colours  which  out- 
vie the  pinks  and  carnations.  The  grafs  is 
decked  with  dew  drops,  and  every  plant 
is  ftrung,  as  it  were,  with  pearls.  All  a- 
round  the  darknefs  retires,  and  fweet  re- 
freihrng  gales  arife.  At  length  the  magni- 
ficent luminary  appears.  And  what  is  all 
the  ofrentatious  pomp  of  kings  I  what  is  all 
the  glitter  of  the  raoft  brilliant  courts,  com- 
pared with  his  tranfcendent  luftre  ? — This 
fpe6lacle  we  may  behold,  without  lofs  of 
time,,  or  prejudice  to  health.  Nay,  we 
cannot  behold  it,  without  improving  one  and 
redeeming  the  other.  So  beneficial  are  even 
the  pleafures  which  nature  yields  !  fo  fer- 
viceable  the  diverfions  to  which  fhe  invites  \ 

Talking  in  this  manner,  they  arrive  at  the 
Park.     Which,  the  moment  you  enter,  fills 
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the  view  with  its  bold,  enlarged,  and  magni- 
ficent fweep.- — It  was  diversified  with  level 
and  riling  ground.  Here,  fcooped  into 
mimic  Amphitheatres  •>  with  the  Deer  pen- 
dent on  the  little  fummit,  or  /hooting  down 
the  precipice.  There,  raifed  into  gentle 
hillocks ;  fbme  of  which  were  canopied 
with  a  large,  folitary  oak  •>  others  were  tuft- 
ed with  a  duller  of  tapering  and  verdent 
elms.  Two  or  three  Caf cades,  gleaming 
from  afar,  as  they  poured  along  the  flatting 
rock,  or  the  graffy  Hope,  gave  a  pleafing 
variation  to  the  profpect..  While  they  ftar- 
tled  the  timorous  unexperienced  Fawns,, 
with  their  foaming  current,  and  watery  roar. 
Grandeur  and  Simplicity  feemed  to  be  the  ge- 
nius of  the  place.  Every  thing  breathed  an 
air  of  noble  negligence  and  artlefs  majefty. 

In  the  centre  of  all,  role  a  curious  roman- 
tic mount. — Its  form  was  exactly  round, 
fomewhat  like  a  fugar-loaf  whofe  cone  is 
lopt  off  a  little  below  the  top — Not  coeval 
with  nature,  but  the  work  of  human  in- 
duftry.  Thrown  up,  'tis  fuppofed,  in  thofe 
perilous  times,  when  Britain  was  alarmed 
by  foreign  invafions,  or  bled  with  inteftine 
wounds. — It  was  covered  all  around  with 
elder  fhrubs,  whofe  ranks,  gradually  riling, 
and  fpreading  made  above  made,  compof- 
ed  a  kind  of  woody  theatre,  through  which 
were  ftruck  two  or  three  fpiral  ivalksy  lead  - 
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ing>  by  a  gentle  afcent,  and  under  erhbow- 
ering  verdure,  to  the  fummit. — At  proper 
intervals,  and  on  every  fide  of  the  hill,  were 
formed  little  arbours>  with  appertures  cut 
through  the  boughs,  to  admit  a  profpect  of 
the  country. — In  one  or  other  of  thtfe  leafy 
boxes,  you  command,  at  every  hour  of  the 
day,  either  the  enlivening  fun,  or  the  r.e- 
frefning  fhade.- — All  along  the  circling  a- 
venues,  and  all  arounds  the  reds  fprung 
daffodils,  primrofes  and  violets  ;  which,  . 
mingling  with  hyacinths  and  cowflips,  com- 
pofed  many  a  charming  piece  of 'natural 
Mcjaic. 

How  agreeable  as  they  climb  and  wind 
themfelves  round  the  hill,  to  reflect  on  the 
happy  change,  which  has  now  taken  place  ! 
Where  fteely  helmets  gleamed,  or  brazen 
fnields  clafhed,  the  Goldfinches  twitter  their 
loves,  and  difplay  their  painted  plumes.  The 
dens  of  rapine,  or  the  horrid  haunts  of 
bloodllied,  are  become  the  retreats  of  calm 
contemplation,  and  friendly  converfe. — -In 
yonder  lower  fpaces,'  where  the  armed  troops 
were  wont  to  patrole  ;  from  whence  they 
made  excurfions  to  ravage  the  villages,  or 
terrify  the  fwains ;  the  Fallotv-'Dcers  trip 
lightly,.. or  the  full-headed  S^ajs  fund  at 
pay. 

From  a  fmall  eminence,  but  at  a  confides 
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able  diftance,  guihed  a  couple  of  fprings, 
which,  rambling  through  a  grove,  loft  one 
another  in  the  fhady  labyrinth.  Emerging 
at  length  from  the  gloom,  they  approached 
nearer  and  nearer,  and  fell  into  embraces  at 
the  foot  of  this  hill.  They  rolled  in  amica- 
ble conjunction  along  the  pebbly  channel, 
which  incircles  its  bafis,  and  added  their  fi- 
ber melody  to  the  Jprightly  zvarbling  of  the 
birds.  Flowing  off  in  one  common  ftream, 
they  formed  the  fine  pieces  of  water  which 
beautified  the  Park.  From  thence,  they  ftolc 
into  the  meadow,  and  widened  into  a  River : 
there,  enamoured  as  it  were  with  each  other, 
they  glide  by  wealthy  towns,  and  fweep 
through  flowery  vales,  regardkfs  of  die 
blooming  toys  which  deck  the  one,  and  of 
the  noify  crowds  which  throng  the  other* 

So  faid  AJpcfiO)  may  Theron  and  his  Seli- 
ma  pleafing  and  pleafed  with  each  other, 
pafs  through  the  bufy  and  the  arnufing  fcenes 
of  life  :  neither  captivated  by  the  one,  nor 
anxious  for  the  other.  With  fuch  harmoni- 
ous agreement,  and  indiflbluble  union,  may 
they  purfue  the  courfe  marked  out  by  pro- 
vidence, their  happinefs  mcreajing,  and  their 
ufefulnefs  enlarging,  as  they  draw  nearer  the 
ocean  of  all  good  :  then,  parted  by  a  gen- 
tie  flroke  of  death,  like  the  waters  of  fome 
ample  ftream  fevered  by  the  piers  of  an  in- 
tervening bridge,  may  they  fpeedily  re-w- 
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nite  !  Re-unite  in  confumate  blifs,  and  ne- 
tcr,  never  be  feparated  more. 


t^>  t^>  t^>  t^»  t^>>  i^» 


A  DESCRIPTION  OF  AN  ARBOUR   AND  CURI- 
OUS FOUNTAIN  IN  THERON'S    GARD£N. 

STRONG  and  fubftantial  plants  of  libur- 
num  formed  the  Ihell,  while  the  lender 
and  flexile  moots  ofjyringa  filled  up  the  in- 
teritices. — Was  it  to  compliment,  as  well 
as  to  accommodate  their  worthy  gtiefts, 
that  the  fhrubs  interwove  the  luxuriant  fo- 
liage ?  was  it  to  reprefent  thofe  tender  but 
clofe  attachments,  which  had  united  their  af- 
fections, and  blended  their  interefh  ?— I  will 
n,ot  too  pcfitively  afcribe  fuch  a  defign  :to 
the  difpofition  of  the  branches.  They 
com  poled,- however,  by  their  twining  em- 
braces, no  inexpreffive  emblem  of  the  en- 
dearments and  the  advantages  of  friendship. 
They  compofed  a  canopy  of  the  frefheft 
verdure,,  and  of  the  thicker!  texture  ;  fb 
thick,  that  it  entirely  excluded  the  fultry 
ray,  and  fhed  both  a  cool  refreshment,  and 
an  amuiive  gloom,  while  every  uniheltered 
tract  glared  with  light,  or  fainted  with  heat. 

You  enter  by  an  eafy  afcent  of  fteps,  lin- 


io8  BEAUTIES  op  HERVEY. 

ed  with  turf,  and  fenced  with  a  bajuftrade 
of  floping  bay-trees. — The  roof  was  a  fine 
concave,  peculiarly  elevated  and  (lately. 
Not  emboffed  with  fculpture,  not  mantled 
over  with  fret-work,  but  far  more  delicate- 
ly adorned  with  the  fyringa'syz/iw  tufts,  and 
the  liburnum's  flowering  geld;  whofe  large 
and  lovely  clufters,  gracefully  pendent  from 
the  leafy  dome,  difclofing  their  iweets  to 
.the  delighted  bee,  and  gently  waving  to  the 
balmy  breath  of  fpring,  gave  the  utmoft  en- 
richment to  the  charming  bower. 

Facing  the  entrance  lay  a  lpacious  grafly 
wTalk,  terminated  by  an  octangular  bafon, 
with  a  curious  Jet  dy  Eau  playing  in  the  cen- 
tre. The  waters,  fpinning  from  the  low- 
er Orifices,  were  attenuated  into  innumera- 
ble little  threads,  which  diiperfed  themfelves 
in  an  horizontal  direction,  and  returned  to 
the  refervoir  in  a  drizling  fhower.  Thofe, 
which  iffued  from  the  higher  tubes,  and 
larger  appertures,  either  fpringed  perpendi- 
cularly, or  fpouted  obliquely,  and  formed, 
as  they  fell,  feveral  lofty  arches  of  liquid 
chryftal,  all  glittering  to  the  eye,  and  cooling 
to  the  air. 

Parallel  to  "the  walk,  ran  a  parterre-,  plan- 
ted with  an  alTemblage.of  flowers,  which  ad- 
vanced, one  above  another,  in  regular  gra- 
dations of  height,  of  dignity,  and  Of  beauty. 
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Kirft  a  row  of  daifws,  gay  as  the  lmile  of 
youth,  and  fair  as  the  virgin  fnows. — Next 
a  range  of  crocufes,  like  a  long  ftripe  of  yel- 
low fattin,  quilted  with  threads,  or  diverfified 
with  iprigs  of  green.  A  fupericr  order  of  ra* 
?wncuhifes}tach  refmebling  the  cap  of  an  earl's 
coronet,  replenifhed  the  third  ftory,  with 
full-blown  tufts  of  glofly  fcarlet. — Beyond 
this,  a  more  elevated  line  of  tulips  raifed  their 
flourifhed  heads,  and  opened  their  enameled 
cups  ■,  not  bedecked  with  a  fingle  tint  only, 
but  glowing  with  an  intermingled  variety  of 
radiant  hues.  Above  all  arofe  that  noble  or- 
nament of  a  royal  efcutcheon,  the  flower- 
de-luce,  bright  with  etherial  blue,  and  grand 
with  imperial  purple  ;  which  formed,  by 
its  graceful  projections,  a  cornice  or  a  capi- 
tal of  more  than  Corinthian  richnefs,  and 
imparted  the  moil  confummate  beauty  to 
the  blooming  colonade. 

The  whole,  viewed  from  the  arbour,  look- 
ed like  a  rainbow  painted  upon  the  ground, 
and  wanted  nothing  to  rival  that  refplendent 
arch,  only  the  boldnefs  of  its  fweep,  and  the 
advantage  of  its  ornamental  curve. 
K 
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ANOTHER  VIEW  OF  THEROn's  PLEASURE 
GROUNPS  AND  HERMETICAL  RETREAT, 
WITH    A    DESCRIPTION    OF     NOON. 

T HERON  and  Afpafio  enter  a  fpacicus 
lawn,  which  lay.  oppofite  to  the  lioufe, 
and  opened  itlelf  in  the  form  of  an  expand- 
ed fan.  The  mounds,  on  either  fide,  were 
dreffedin  verdure,  and  ran  out  in  a  flantin^ 
direction.  The  whole,  to  an  eye  placed  at 
a  diftance,  bore  the  refemblance  of  a  magni- 
ficent^//?^, contracting-,  by  flow  degrees, 
its  dimenfions,  and  lefTening,  at  lajt,  into  a 
point,  which  the  regular  and  graceful  feat, 
with  all  imaginable  dignity,  fupplied. 

Nature  had  funk  the  lawn  into  a  gentle 
decline,  on  whofe  ample  fides  -were  oxen 
browzing,  and  lambs  friiking.  The  lurry 
droves  lowed  as  they  pafled,  and  the  thriving 
flocks  bleated  welcome  mufic  in  their  maf- 
ter'sear.  Along  the  midft  of  this  verdant 
flope.was  ftretched  a  fpacious  and  extenfive 
%valk ;  which,  coated  with  gravel,  and  fenc- 
ed with  paljifadoes,  looked  like  a  plain 
ftripe  of  brown,  interfering  a  carpet  of  the 
brighter!:  green.  At  the  bottom,  two  hand- 
fome  ^;w/j,  copioufly  {locked  with  fifri, 
fometimes  Hood  unmoved,  "pure  as  the 
expanfe  of  Heaven."  The.  waters,  beheld 
from  every  room  in  the  houfe,  had  a  fine  ef- 
fect upon  the  fight,  not  without  a  refrefhing 
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influence  on  the  imagination. — At  the  ex- 
tremity of  one,  was  planted  a  (lately  cclc- 
nade :  the  roof  elevated  on  pillars  of  the 
Ionic  order  ;  the  area  dabbed  v/ith  ftonej, 
neatly  ranged  in  the  diamond  fafhion.  Se- 
veral foreft- chairs  accommodated  the  an- 
glers with  a  feat,  while  the  bending  dome 
ilipplied  them  with  a  made. 

Correfponding,  and  On  the  margin  of  the 
other  canal,  was  erected  a.Jummer-hcLJ'e,  of  a 
vey  fmgular  kind. — The  lower  part  had  an 
opening  towards  the  north  ,  it  was  cool,  it 
was  gloomy,  and  had  never  feen  tlie  {un.  It 
carried  the  romantic  air  of  a  grotto ,  or -rather 
the  penfive  appearance  of  a  hermit's  celL 
The  outride  was  coirfe    and  rushed,  with 

OO  J 

pertuberant  fbones  -,  partly  overfpread  with 
ivy,  partly  with  mofs,  it  feemed  to  be  the 
work  of  ancient  years.  You  defcend  by 
fteps  of  turf,  and  are  obliged  to  ftoop  as 
you  pafs  the  door.  A  fcanty  iron  grate, 
with  certain  narrow  flits  in  the  wall,  tranfmit 
a  glimmering  light,  juft  fufficient  to  difco- 
verthe  inner  itructure,  which  appears  like 
one  continued  piece  of  rock-wcrk,  a  ca- 
vern cut  from  the  furroimding  quarry. — A- 
bove  hung  an  irregular  arch  with  an  afpect 
that  feemed  to  prefage  the  fall,  and  more 
than  feemed  to  alarm  the  ftranger.  -  Below 
lay  a  paving  of  homely  pebbles,  in  fome 
places  a  little  furrowed,   as  though  it  had 


via  BEAUTIES  at  2JERVEY. 

been  worn  by  the  frequent  tread  of  folitary 
feet.  All  around  were  ruflicity  and  foiemni- 
ty  ;  folemnity  never  more  vifibly  feen  thaa 
through  a  gloom. — The  furniture  all  of  the 
fame  grctefque  fafhion  with  the  apartment. 
A  bench  hewed,  you  would  fufpecl:,  by  na- 
ture's chiflcl,  out  of  the  folid  ftone.  A  fort 
©f couch,  compofed  of  fwelling  mofs,  and 
fmall  fibrous  roots.— From  one  corner  tric- 
kled a  pure  ipnng,  which  crept,  with  a  bub- 
bling moan,  a*ong  the  channeled  floor,  till 
its  current  was  collected  into  a  bafon,  rude- 
ly fcoped  from  the  ground.  On  the  edge 
cf  this  little  receptacle,  lay  chained  a  rufty 
bowl  i  and  over  it  flood  an  antique  worm- 
eaten  table. — On  the  leaft  obfcure  part  of 
the  wall  you  difcern,  dimly  difcern,  a  parch- 
ment fcroll,infcribed  with  that  fage  but  mor- 
tifying admonition,  "  Vanity  of  vanities  !  all  is 
vanity!" 

Over  this  recefs,  fo  pleafingly  horrid,  and 
adapted  to  folem  mufings,  arofe  an  open  and 
airy  Behidere.  You  afcend  by  winding 
flairs,  and  coming  from  the  uncouth  abode 
below,  are  fweetly  furpiifed  with  an  elegant 
hexagon. — The  ceiling  lofty,  and  decorated 
with  the  foftcft,  richeft,  almol  flowing  fret- 
work. The  wainfcot,  in  large  pannels  of 
oak,  retained  its  native  auburn  ;  fo  beau- 
tifully plain,  that,  like  an  amiable  counte- 
nance, it  would  have  been  disfigured,  rather 
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than  improved,  by  the  moit  coltly  paint. 
On  this  were  difpofed,  in  gilded  frames,  and 
to  great  advantage,  a  variety  of  entertain- 
ing land/capes  •,  but  none  furpaffed,  none  e~ 
quailed,  all  were  a  foil  to  the  noble  lovely 
views  which  the  windows  commanded.. 
The  chimney-piece,  of  white  mining  mar- 
ble, itreaked  with  veins  of  vivid  red.  Over 
it  was  carved  a  fine  feftoon  of  artificial,  in  k 
was  ranged  a  choice  collection  of  natural 
flowers. — On  a  table  of  gloffy  walnut,  lay  a 
portable  telefcope,  attended  with  Thomson's, 

Sedfoni  and  Vcmierii  P  radium  Ruflicum. 

J  * 

The  whole  was  fitted  up  in  the  higheft 
tafte,  and  furniihed  with  every  pleafurable 
ornament ;  on  purpofe  to  harmonize  with 
that  lavijh  gaity,  which  feemed  to  fmile  o- 
ver  all  the  face  of  nature  i  on  purpofe  t> 
correlpond  with  •  that  vernal  drfight  which 
came  breathing  on  the  wings  of  every  fra- 
grant gale  ;  I  may  add,  on  purpofe  to  re- 
mind the  beholder  of  thofe  immortal  manfions, 
which  are  decorated  with  images,  infinite- 
ly more  fplendid,  with  objects  unfpeakably 
more  glorious  ;  where  holy  beings  will 
fpend,.  not  a  few  vacant  hours  in  refined  a- 
mufement,  but  a  boundlefs  eternity  in  the 
confummation  of  joy. — For,  to  a  well-turn- 
ed mind,  nature  is  a  preceptor,  and  theie 
are  her  inftruftive  lellbns.  To  the  pure 
in  heart,  even  fenfe  is  edify  ng,  and  tjiefe 
arc  its  moil  delicate  mcralities. 
K  2 


114  BEAUTIES  of  HERVEY. 

The  redundant  waters  of  the  canal  rolled 
off  in  a  fpreading  cafcade ;  which,  tumbling 
from  many  a  little  precipice,  foothed  the  air 
with  a  fymphonyof  foftand  gurgling  founds* 
nor  ever  intermitted  the  obliging  office. 

*  From  morn  to  noon,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve." 

But  when  the  fanning  breezes  dropt  their 
wings,  when  the  feathered  choir  were  hufh- 
ed  in  deep,  when  not  fo  much  as  a  chirping 
grafshopper  was  heard  throughout  the 
meads,  this  liquid  inftrument  played  its /do  •> 
flill  purfued  its  bufy  way,  and  warbled,  as  it 
flowed  melodious  murmurs. 

The  fun  was  fiercely  bright,  and  the  Iky 
"without  a  cloud.  Not  a  breath  fanned  the 
woods,  not  a  gale  curled  the  ftream. — The 
fields  expofed  to  all  the  fiery  beams,  were 
like  a  glowing  hearth. — The  little  birds, 
overcome  by  the  potent  influence,  loft 
for  a  while  their  tuneful  notes.  No- 
thins;  was  heard  in  the  garden  but  thedrow- 
fy  hum  of  bees,  and  the  moan-like  buz  of 
winded  infects. — All  nature  feemed  to  Ian- 

O 

fuifi.  The  flourifhing  meads  looked  fick- 
jy,  the  gayeft  bloflbms  began  to  fade,  the 
fprightlieft  animals,  if  not  repofed  under 
fome  cooling  fhelter  panted  for  breath,  and 
hung  their  drooping  heads  amidil  the  all- 
.  (grounding  bkze  and  the  unfufferable  heat. 
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theron's  rural  elopement  described, 


T HERON,  as  ibon  as  the  tea-equipage 
was  removed,,  took  his  way,  to  the 
wood.  Longing  for  the  thicker!  fhade,  he 
haftened  to  the  center.-  The  avenue,  con- 
filling  of  a  ferpentine  walk,  which,  after 
having  prefented  you  with  feveral  fpecies 
of  plants,,  and  feveral  degrees  of  verdure, 
ends  in  a  large  circular  area ;  nor  covered 
with  a  Grecian  or  Roman  temple,  unmean- 
ing imitation  of  Pagan  idolatry,  but  furroun- 
ded  with  aged  and  princely  oaks,  the  coali- 
tion of  whofe  branches,  threw  over  the 
graflfy  plot  amajeftic  rural  dome,  and  their 
unpierced  foliage  "  imbrowned  the  noon- 
tide hours." 

In  the  midfc,  and  elevated  on  a  fquare 
bafe,  was  a  ftatue  reprefenting  the  venerable 
Elijah,  in  a  pofture  of  worship?  with  his 
hands  ftretched  out,  and  eyes  lifted  up  to 
Heaven.  His  attitude,  his  air,  his  every 
feature,  were  a  moll  lively  comment  on  thofe 
ftrong,  energetic  exprefllons  of  icripture  ; 
(.c  take  hold  on  God  ;  wreftle  with  the  Al- 
mighty;  pour  out  your  hearts  before 
Him." — On  one  fide  of  the  pedeflal  were 
engraven   the   priefts   of  Baal,    in  frantic 
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emotions  calling  upon  their  fenfelefs  deity, 
and  gafhing  themfelves  with  unavailing 
wounds. — On  the  other  was  exhibited,  in 
baflb-relievo,  the  adorable  Tifhbite's  altar;, 
his  victim  burning  with  fire  from  the  Lord, 
even  while  the  water  ran  from  every  limb, 
and  overflowed  the  trench  below. 

A  remote  cafcade  tumbled  from  a  crag- 
gy rock.  The  very  lire  am,  like  its  mailer 
feemed  in  haile  to  efcape  from  the  intenfe 
and  raging  heat.  With  hurry  and  impe- 
tuofity  it  rufhed  into  this  grand  arbour.  But 
here,  imprefTed  as  it  were,  with  the  unex- 
pected Jclemnity  of  the  fcene,  it  fuddenly 
checked  the  tumultuous  wave  :  and  having 
jtiftfalutea  or  killed  the  fkirts  of  this  revered 
fpot,  turned  ande  into  a  more  fequeftred 
path.  As  fome  heedlefs  trifier  who  bolts 
unawares  into  the  royal  preience,  ftands 
{truck  with  reverence  and  awe,  or  retires 
with  precipitance  and  confufion. 

The  deep  gloom,  ihedding  a  kind  of 
night,  even  while  the  -fun.  glared  in  the  iky.. 
■—Not  a  whifper  frirring,  among  fo  many 
millions  of  leaves,  and  all  their  warbling  na- 
tives hufhed  in  fiience.  The  fcnorous 
toll,  of  the  diftant  cafcade,  and  the  tink- 
ling chime  of  the  nearer  rill.  The  profound 
ack  ration  and  fervent  devotion,  which  lived 
in  the  lineaments  of  the  impaflioned  itone, 
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—All  thefe  circumftances  rendered  the  place 
peculiarly  penfive  and  auguft.  Not  much 
unlike  the  ancient  oratories,  where  holy  peo- 
ple, withdrew  from  the  giddy  ring,  and  the 
buttling  croud,  to  ennoble  their  minds  with 
fublime  contemplation ;  where  they  bid  a 
temporary  adieu  to  the  tumultuous  world,its 
gay  impertinence,  in  order  to  maintain  a 
more  uninterrupted  communion  with  that 
mighty  Being,  "  who  fitteth  upon  the  cir- 
cle of  the  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  there- 
of areas  grafshoppers  before  him." 

^■v  «^>  t^5  t^*5  1^-.  e^» 


THERON     AND      ASPASIO  5     CONVERSATION 
ON  THE  BEAUTIES  OF    NATURE.- 

THE  morning  had  been  wet.  At  noon 
the  rain  ceafed,  but  the  heavens  Hill 
continued  gloomy. — Towards  evening  a 
gentle  eaftern  gale  fprung  up,which  diflipat- 
ed  the  dead  calm,  and  cleared  the  face  of  the 
fky.— The  fun,  which  had  been  muffled  in 
clouds,  dropped  the  veil.  Difengaged 
from  the  dufkyfhroud,  he  fhone  forth  with 
Juperlor Jplendor .  His  beams,  endeared  by 
their  late  fufpehfion,  were  doubly  welcome, 
.  and  produced  unufual  gaiety. 

At  this   juncture,  Theron  and    Afpalio 
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walked  abroad.  They  walked  alternately 
en  the  terraces,  one  of  which  was  oppofite 
to  the  country,  the  other  contiguous  to  the 
parterre,  where  the  gales,  impregnated 
with  the  frefheft.  exhalations  of  nature, 
breathed  the  fmells  of  meads,  and  fields,  and 
groves  ;  or  elfe,  making  the  clutters  of  rof- 
es,  and  fweeping  the  beds  of  fragrance,  they 
flung  balm  and  odours  through  the  air. 

At  a  diftance  were  heard  the  bleatings  of 
the  flock,  mingled  with  the  lowings  of  the 
milky  mothers,  while  more  melodious  mufic 
warbled  from  the  neighbouring  boughs,  & 
fpoke  aloud  the  joy  of  their  feathered  inha- 
bitants ;  and  not  only  fpoke  their  joy,  but 
fpread  an  additional  charm  over  all  the  land- 
fcape..  For,  amidft  fuch  fbrains  of  native 
harmony,  the  breathing  perfumes  fmell 
more  fweet,  the  ftreaming  rills  fhine  more 
clear,  and  the  univerfal  profpect.  looks  more 

gay- 
Then  was  experienced  what  Milton  fo 
delicately  defcribes  ; 


"  As  when,  from  mountain-tops  the  dufky  clouds 
"  Afcending,  while  the  nGrth  wind  fleeps,  o'erfpread 
"  Heav'n's  chearful  face,  the  low'ring  element 
"  Scowl's  o'er  the  darken'd  land  fcape  fnow  or  fhow'r  ; 
"  If  chance  the  radiant  fun,  with  farewer  fweet, 
"  Extend  his  evening'bcam,  the  fields  revive, 
"  The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds 
"  Atteft  their  joy,  that  hill  and  valley,  rings." 
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■  With  wonder  and  delight  our  friends  ob- 
ferved  both  the  exquifite  beauty  and  die 
immenfe  magnificence  of  things.  They  were 
itruck.  with  the  moft  profound  veneration  of 
that  Almighty  majefty,  who  hung  the  fun  in 
vaults  of  azure,  and  clothed  his  orb  Avith 
robes  of  luilre.  Whofe  <f  right  hand  fpan- 
neth  the  Heavens,  and  ftre'tched  them  but 
as  a  tent,"  for  innumerable  creatures,  worlds, 
and  fyfterm  to  dwell  in. — Charmed  they 
were  at  the  confideration' of  the  Creator's 
boundlefs  beneficence  ;  who  lifts  up  the 
light  of  his  countenance,  and  joy  is 
fhed  ■,  who  opens  his  munificent  hand,  and 
plenty  is  poured  throughout  all  thejegions 
of  the  univerfej'infomuch,  that  even  inani- 
mate beings  feem  to  fmile  under  a  fenfe  of 
the  bleflings  ;  and,  thoughthey find  not  a 
tongue  to  praife,  yet  fpeak  their  acclamati- 
ons by  their  gladdened  looks. 


l^Ji^X^J  l^ll^lt^J 


THERON  S  MORAL  SOLILOQUY  ON  THE    BE- 
NEFITS  OF  RURAL  SOLITUDE. 

THE  fky  was  peculiarly  beautiful,  and 
perfectly  clear  j  only'  where  the  fine 
indigo  received  an  agreeable  heightening  by 
a  few  thin  and  fcattered  clouds,  which-  im- 
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bibed  thfe  folar  rays,  and  looked  like  penfile 
fleeces  of  pureft  wool.-— All  things  appeared 
with  fo  mild,  fo  rnajeflic,  fo  charming  an 
afpe6t,  that,  intent  as  Theron  was  upon  a 
different  lubject,  he  could  not  but  indulge 
the  following  lbliloquy. 

ic  How  delightful  are  the  fcenes  of  rural 
nature  !  efpecially  to  the  -pbilcjopbic  eye  and 
contemplative,  mind. ^— I  cannot  wonder  that 
perfons  in  high  life  are  lb  fond  of  retiring 
from  a  conspicuous  and  exalted  ftation,to  the 
covert  of  a  fhady  grove,  or  the  margin  of 
a  chryftal  Itream  J  are  fo  defirous  of  quit- 
ting the  fmoaky  town,  and  noify  ftreet,  in 
order  to  breath  purer,  air,  and  furvey  the 
wonders  of  creation  in  the  filent,  the  ferene, 
the  peaceful  villa. 

ff  'Tis  true  in  the  conn  try,  there  are  none 
of  the  modifh,  I  had  almoft  faid,  meritrici- 
ous  ornaments  oithmtfalfe  politenefs,  which 
refines  people  out  of  their  veracity,  but  an 
eafy  fimplicity  of  manners,  with  an  unaffect- 
ed fincerity  of  mind. — Here  the  folemn  farce 
of  ceremony  is  feldorn  brought  into  play, 
and  the  pleafing  delufions  of  compliment 
have  no  place ;  but  the  brow  is  the  real  in- 
dex of  the  temper,  and  fpeech  the  genuine  in- 
terpreter of  the  heart. 

•         ■ 
"  In  the  country,.  I  acknowledge,  we  arc 
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Tcldom  invited  to  fee  the  mimic  attempts  ci 
human  art;  but  We,  (very  where,  behold 
the  grand  and  mafteriy  exertions  of  divine 
power. — No  theatre  erects  its  narrow  f.  age, 
fburrounds  it  with  puny  rows  of  afcending 
feats,  or  adorns  it  with  a  fhifting  feries  of 
gorgeous  fcenery.  "But  fields  extend  their 
ample  area,  at  firil  lightly  clad  with  a  fcarf 
of  fpringing  green,  then  deeply  planted  with 
an  arrangement  of  fpindling  ftalks  ;  as  a 
few  more  "weeks  advance,  covered  with  a 
profufion  of  bearded  or  hufky  grain,  at  laft 
richly  laden  with  a  harveft  of  yellow  plenty, 

'Cf  Meadcips  difclofe  their  beautiful  bofom, 
yield  a  -foft  and  fertile  lap  for  the  luxuriant 
herbage,  and  fuckle  myriads  of  the  faireft, 
gayeft  flowers ;  which,  without  any  vain  o- 
ftenation,  or  jealous  anxiety,  rival  each  other 
in  all  the  elegance  of  drefs, — Groves  of  vari- 
ous leaf,  arrayed  in  freiheft  verdure,  and  li- 
beral of  their  reviving  fhade,  rife  in   amia- 
ble, in  noble  profpec"t,  all  around.— Droves 
of  fturdy  oxen,  flrong  for  labour,  or  fat    for 
the  fhambtes-  herds   of  fleeky  kine,.  with 
milk  in  their  udders,  and  violets  in  their  no- 
ftrils  ;  flocks  o(vft\\  fleeced  fheep,  with  their 
fnowy  lambkins  frilking  at  their  fide  ;  thejc 
compofe  the  living  machinery.     Boundlcis 
tracts  of  bending  azure,  varnilhcd  with  ini 
mitable  delicacy,and  hung  with  Harry  lamps, 
or  irradiated  with  folar  luftreform  the  fhtc 
L 
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]y  ceiling. — While  the  early  breezes  and  the 
evening  gales,  charged  with  no  unwhole- 
fome  vapours,  breeding  no  peftilential  taint, 
but  fanning  the  humid  buds, and  waving  their 
odoriferous  wings,  difpenfe  a  profusion  of 
j:;;ccts3  mingled  with  the  moll  fovereign  fup- 
ports  of  health. — This  is  the  fchool  of  induf- 
uy  !  tiiis  -the  magazine  of  plenty  !  and  are 
they  not  incomparably  more  delightful,  as 
well  as  infinitely  lefs  dangerous  then  thofe  fe- 
minaries  oflewdnefs  and  impiety,  where  fin 
and  ruin  wear  the  mafk  of  pleaiure  ?  than 
thofe  temples  of  profuihefs  and  debauche- 
ry, where  Belial  is  daily  or  nightly  worfhip- 
ped  with  what  his  votaries  call,  modifh  re- 
creaticn,  and  genteel  amufement  I 

'"■Here,  indeed,  is  ho  tuneful  -votes  to  melt 
in  itrains, of  amorous  anguifh,  and  transfufe 
the  fickening  fond  nets  to  the  hearer's  bread. 
No  fkiiful  artid  to  inform  the  /^with.mu- 
iicai  enchantment ;  toflrike  infectious  me- 
lody from,  the.  viol,  and  footh  away  -the  re- 
folutim  and  activity  of  virtue,  in  wanton  de- 
fires,  or  vblup.tu,GUS  indolence. — But  the 
fla.iui  low,  the  hills  bleat,  and  the  hollow  cir- 
cling rocks  echo  with  the  univerfal  fong.  E- 
v cry  valley  Ye  murmurs  to  the  fall  of  filver 
.tuns,  or  the  liquid  Japfe  of  gurgling 
rilis  — fBird.-  ijie  checrf.il  morning  Hi- 

cs,  or  i'l  -  q^nirtgpclefcends^  perc 

■ .   jj  -;o-^;  pr'-Y  -  tiicru%?fi   ■ 
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wildly,  yet fweetly,  harmonious.  And  did 
everrfuifie  exceed  their  untaught  fprightly 
warblings  ?  or  can  any  colours  outvie  their 
gay  and  gloiTy  plumage  ? 

<f  Charmed,  therefore,  with  the  fineil 
views,  lulled  with  the  fofteft  founds,  and 
treated  with  the  richefc  odours,  what  can  be 
wanting;  to  complete  the  deliirht  i?  here  is 
every  entertainment  for  the  eye,  the  molt  re- 
fined gratification  for  the  ear,  and  a  perpeiu- 
rf/banquet  for  the fmell,  without  any  infidi- 
ous  decoy,  for  the  integrity  of  our  conduct, 
or  even  for  the  purity  of  our  fancy. 

-"Oy'e  blooming  walks  Find  Bo  wry  lawns 
lurrounded  with  dewy  landscapes  ?  how  of- 
ten have  patriots  and  heroes  laid  afide  the 
burden  of power,  and  ftole  away  from  the 
glare  of  grandeur,  to  enjoy  themfelves  in 
your  compofed  retreats !— -ye  mo  fly  couch- 
es and  fragrant  bowers,  fkirted  -with  cool- 
ing cafcades  1  how  many  Ulujlriouj  ipcvionag- 
es,  after  all  their  glorious  toil  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  have  fought  an  honorable  and  wel- 
come repofe  in  your  downy  lap  ?  ye  vene> 
rable  oaks  and  folemn  groves  i  woods  that 
whifper  to  the  quivering  gale  !  clifts  that 
overhang  the  darkened  flood  L  who  can 
number  the /ages  izidjaitits  that  have  devot- 
ed the  day  to  ftudy,  or  refigned  a  vacant 
hour  to  healthy  exercife  beneath,  your  fvl- 


van  porticos  and  waving  arches  ?  that,  fy» 
from  the  dull  impertinence  of  man,  have  lif- 
tened  to  the  inftructive  voice  of  God,  and 
contemplated  the  works  of  his  adorable 
hand,  amidft  your  mofs-grown  cells  and 
rocky  (hades  ? — How  inelegant,  or  how  in- 
ftnjibk  is  the  mind,  which  has  no  awakened 
lively  relifh  for  thefe  fweet  recefTes  and  tlv-h 
exquifite  .beauties  V* 


<^-.  ^ct>  •<?-.  i^j  -tr. 


.A    BESCJtIPTION  OF  CAMILLAS  S  GARDEN'S, 

AND    THE     BEAUTIFUL    PF.OSPECT  FROM 
'HIS    SUMMER-HOUSE;  ,     i     . 

-'       '; 

rT^HERONand  Afpailo  talked  feveral 
JL  times  along,  a  clofe  fhady  alley,  arched 
with  the  foliage  ol filberts;  Here,  hid  from 
every  eye,  and  the  whole  world  withdrawn 
from  our  view,  we.  feemed  like  niwiks  Pcroll- 
ing  in  their  cloifters. — Turnipg  fhort  at  the 
end,  we  enter  a  parallel  range  of  maieflic 
and  uniformly  fpreading  ivalnui- trees.  This 
tranfition  was  fomewhat  like  advancing 
through  a  low  porch  into'  the  aifles  of  a  mag- 
nificent cathedral.  The  broad  leaf  and  large 
trunk  ofthofe  lordly  trees,  their  very  diffu- 
sive fpread,  added  to  their  prodigious  height,. 
give  them  an  air  of  uncommon  dignity.    It 
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fwclls  the  imagination  with  vail  ideas,  and 
entertains  us  with  a  romantic  kind  of  de- 
light, to  expatiate  amidftfuch  huge  columns, 
and  under  fuch  fnperb  elevations  of  living 
architecture. . 

Quitting  our  cathedral,  we  turn  once    a- 
again,   and  pafs  into  a  grand  colonade    of 
caks  ;  fo  regular  in  their  fituation,  fo  fimi- 
lar  in  their  fize,  and  fo  remarkably  corref- 
pendent  in  every   circumftance,    that  they 
looked  like  thMivms  of  nature,  not  only  be- 
longing to  thef fame  family,  outproduced  at 
the  fame  birtl^.T— Through  thefe  lay  a  walk, 
ftraight,  fpacious,  and  gracefully  long  ;  far 
exceeding  the  laft  in  the  extent  of  its  area, 
though  much  inferior  in  the  ftatelinefs  of  its 
ceilings  It  out  me  in  mind  of  that  divine  be- 
nignity,  whidi  has  allowed  us   the  fpace   ot 
fix  .days  for  th\e  profecution  of  our  own  com- 
paratively low  affairs,  and  let  apart   but  me 
in  feven  for  the  more  immediate  attendance 
on  the  fublime  duty  of  worshipping  our.Cre- 
ator.. 

This  walk  was  covered  with  the  neatehV 
gr-a^cU  and  not  a  weed  to  be  fecn,  nor  one 
blade  of  grafs,  .through  the  whole  extended 
furface.  Itftole  into  a  continual  afcent  ; 
yet  fo  very  gradually,  that  the  rife  was  fcarce 
difcernable,  either  by  the  fearching  eye, 
the  toiling  feet,  or  the  panting  breath. — At. 
L  2 
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the  extremity,  .  a  handfome  Jummer-houje 
fhewed  * "flight  of  fteps,  and  half  a  Venetian 
door.  The  reft  of  the  building  was  hid  by 
the  low  hung  cluttering  branches. 

As  foon  as  we  enter  the  apartment,  Ca- 
milius  throws  open  the  left  hand  fafh,  and 
with  it  a  moft  enlarged  and  amufive pro/peel. 
— The  ftrueliure  appeared  iituate  on  the 
brow  of  a  considerable  eminence,  whofe 
fides  were  partly  confufed  and  wild  with 
broken  rocks,  partly  Shagged,  nd  perplex- 
ed with  thorny  fhrubs.  '  The  jhjcctator  is  a- 
greeably  furprifecl  to  find  himfelf  accommo- 
dated wkhfo  elegant  a  iti an fi on,  on  the  Sum- 
mit  of  fo  rude  and  ruimtis  a  fpot — But  how 
greatly  is  his  flirpriie  and  his  Satisfaction 
augmented,  whence  ca{ts  hist  eye  forward  A 
and  beholds  the  beautiful  meaAi  which,  from 
the  foot  of  this  ragged  hill,  (hetch  them- 
felves  into  a  fpace  almoft  immeasurable  ! 

Through  the  midft  of  this  extenfive  vale, 
which  was  decked  with  the  fineft  verdure, 
and  replenished  with  the  richest  herbage,  a 
river  rolled  its  copious  Mood ;  rolled,  in  a 
thoufand  Serpentine  meanders,  as  though  it 
was  loth  to  leave  the  fiowry  fcene,  and' 
made  repeated  efforts  to  prolong  its  flay  a- 
midit  iiich  lovely  objects. — Till,  at  lafr, 
having  loitered  in  its  own  labyrinths,  and 
wandered  more  than  twice  the  length  of  the 
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meadows,  having  held  a  mirror  to  the  afpi- 
ring  poplars  and  bending  willows,  ftaving 
paid  a  welcome  falute  to  feveral  ornamental 
villas,  and  pafled  through  the  arches  of  two 
or  three  curioufty  pendent  bridges ;  it  feem-  ' 
ed  to  meet  the  fky,  and  mingle  with  the 
horizon. 

Oppolite  to  the  front  window,  a  cafcade 
fell  from  the  adjacent  ftream.  It  flamed 
and  foamed  along  the  broad  flope,  indented 
with  fmall  pits,  and  jagged  with  protuber- 
ant ftones.  The  current,  vexed  and  embar- 
rafled,  feemed  to  rave  at  the  intervening  obv 
ftacles,  and  forcing  its  rapid,  indignant,  fo- 
norous  way,  ftruck  the  ear  with  a  peal  of  li- 
quid thunder.  Thefe  fretiul  waters,  let  our 
angry  p2t(Tions  obferve  the  admonition,  and 
follow  the  example,  foon  forgot  their  rage, 
foon  recovered  their  temper  :  collected  in- 
to a  little  rivulet,  they  ran  ofFin  calm  and  fi- 
le nt  lapfe,  till  they  loft  themfelves  antongft 
beds  of  ofier,  and  plantations  of  alder. 

The  river,  widening  ^as  it  flowed,  was 
parted  here  and  there  by  feveral  little  iflands. 
Scattered  as  it  were,  by  the  hand  of  chance, 
and  raifing  their  green  heads  in  the  midft  of 
the  lucid  ftream,  they  prefented  a  moll  un- 
expected, and  moft  pleafing  fpeclacle.  Some'; 
w.  re  tufted  with  reeds,  and  furrounded  with 
locks  and  fhoals,  the  unmolefted  refort  of 
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fwans.  Some  adorned  with  (lately  porticos 
and  fplendid  alcoves?  the  graceful  retreats  of ' 
rural  pleafure.  One,  larger  than  the  reft, 
feemed  to  be  furnifhed  with  cool'  em- 
bowering walks,  fitted  for-  itudiDus-  retire- 
ment, or  fedate  contemplation. — On  cither 
fide  of  the  charming  valley,  towns  and  vil- 
lages lay  thick,  and  looked  gay,  adding  or- 
nament and  variety  to  the  fcene,  and  receiv- 
ing innumerable  advantages  from  the  palling 
wave. 


'-filial  •*£>-•  V^5  •-£?» 


t/ESCRIPTION    G?     THE    VARIOUS    CHANGES 
OF      NATURE,     AND     THEIR     EFFECTS    ON  . 
THE     NATURAL,'    AS    WELL     AS      MORAL 
WORLD. 

WHEN  day  arifes  on  our  benighted 
hemifphere,  it  breaks  and  fpreads  by 
a-  gradual  increafe,  forming,  firfl,  the  grey 
twilight,  next  the  bluihing  morn,  then  the 
mining  light,  till  all  is  heightened  into  the 
blaze  and  glow  of  noon. — When  Spring  re- 
vifits  our.  wintry  clime,  fhe-  alfo  advances 
by  gentle  degrees  j .  firrt,  fwells  the  bud, 
and  protrudes  the  gem;  then  expands  the 
leaf,  and  unfolds  the  bloflbm.  The  face  of 
things  is  continually  changing  for  the  bet- 
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ser,  till  at  length  all  the  country  is -covered 
with  bloom  and  verdure. — This  leiiureiy 
procefs,  renders  xhtjirong  effulgence  of  the 
celeflial  orb  more  fuppor table,  and  the  lovely 
expanfions  of  the  vegetable  creation  more 
obfervable. 

All  the  entertainments  of  nature  are  cal- 
culated tofecure  our  innocence,,  as  well  as 
to  gratify  our  fancy ;  and  what  is  anothe* 
very  agreeable  circumftance,  thofe  gratiti- 
cations  which  afford  the  fublimefl  pleaiurc 
to  the  mind,  are  exhibited  gratis. 


+-f-H--t-H~H-+- 


TH'ERCn's  EVENING  MEDITATIONS  ON    A$- 
PASIO'S  DISCOURSE. 

THE  lait  evening  was  one  of  the  fineil 
I  ever  faw.  According  to  cuibm  I: 
made  an  excurfion  into  the  open,  fields,  and 
wanted  nothing  to  complete  the  fatisfaftion, 
but  my  friend's  company..  I  could  not  but 
obferve  how  much  your  improving  conver- 
fation  heightened  the  charms  of  nature. 
When  religion  applied philcfcphy,  every  thing 
was  injlrufffae,  as  well  as  pleafing .-r-Not  a 
.breeze  fwept  over  the  plains  to  clear  the 
iky,  and.  cool  the  air  ;  .but  it  tended  alfo  to 
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difperfe  our  doubts,  and  enliven  our  faith  in 
the  Supreme  All-fufRcient  Good. — Not  a 
cloud  tinged  the  firmament  with  radiant  co- 
lours, or  afhuied  the  fight  with  romantic 
fhapes,;but  we  beheld  a  picture  of  the  pre- 
fent  world.  Its  fading  acquifitions  and  fan- 
tajik  joys  were  pourtrayed  in  the  mimic 
forms  and'  tranfitory  ■  fcene.- — Even  t-lie 
weakeft  of  the  infect  tribe,  that  fkim  the  air 
in  fportive  iilenec,  addreiTed  us  with  the 
ftrongeft  incitements,- and  gave  us  the  loud- 
eft  calls  to  be  dffive  in  our  day,  and  uj'fid  in 
our  generation.  They  cried,  at  leait  when 
you  lent  them  your  tongue, 

"  Such  is  vain  life,  an  idle  flight  of  days, 
"  A  ftiil  delufive  round  of  lickly  joys, 
41  A  fcene  of  little  cares,  and  trifling  paflions, 
**  If  aot  ennobled  by  the  deeds  of  virtue," 

How  often,  at  the  approach  of  fcber  eve, 
have  we  fauntered  through  the  dufky  glade, 
obferving  the  laft  remains  of  light,  now  im- 
purpiing  the  weftern -clouds,  now  faintly 
gleaming  en  the  mountain's  brow,  now 
creeping  infenfibly  from  all  the  fhady  land- 
fcape. — How  often  have  we  ftole  along  the 
cloyfters  of  "fome  leafy  bower,  attentive  to 
the  tale  of  a  querulous  current,  that  feemed 
to  be  (truck  with  horror  at  the  awful  gloom, 
and  complained  with  heavier  murmurs  as  it 
palled  under  the  blackening  fhades,  and  a- 
long  the  root-obftructed  channel. — Or  elfe, 
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far  from  the  bubbling  brook,  and  foftly 
treading  the  grafly  path,  we  liftened  to  the 
?rightingaleys  fong ;  while  every  gale  held  its 
breath,  and  all  the  leaves  forbore  their  mo- 
tion, that  they  might  neither  drown  nor  in- 
terrupt the  melodious  woe. — From  both 
which  penfive  ftrains,  you  endeavoured  to 
temper  and  chaftife  the  exuberant  gaiety  of 
my  fpirits.  You  covinced  me  that  true'py 
is  a  ferious  thing;  is  the  child  of  fedate 
thought,  not  the  ipawn  of  intemperate 
mirth;  nurfed,  not  by  the  fallies  of  diiTo- 
lute  merriment,  but  by  the  exercife  of  fe- 
rene  contemplation. 

Sometimes  at  the  gladfome  return  of 
mom,  we  have  afcended  an  airy  eminence, 
and  hailed  the  new-born  day,  gazed  the 
dew-bright  earth,  and  followed,  with  our 
delighted  eye,  the  mazes  of  fome  glittering 
firearm-— Here,  rujhing  with  impetuous  fury 
over  the  mountain's  fummits,tumbling  from 
rock  to  rock,  and  roaring  down  the  crag- 
gy fteep.  Impatient,  as  it  were,  to  get  free 
from  fuch  rugged  paths,  and  mingle  itfelf 
with  the  ad;  icent  mead. — There,  flackening 
its  headlong  career,  and  loothing  its  eddies 
into  a  glaiTy  furface,and  a  gentle  flow.  While 
deep  embofomed  in  the  verdant  foil,  it  winds 
through  the  cheriihed  and  foiling  herbage  ; 
foruetimes  loft  amidit  rjie  clcfing  willows, 
^metimes  iiTuing  with  frcfh  luftre  from  the 
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verdant  arch,  always  roving  with  ah  air  of 
amorous  complacency,  as  though  it  would 
lifs  the  fringed  barks,  and  carefs  the  flowry 
glebe;—- Reminded,  'by  this  watry  monitor, 
of  that  conftancy  and  vigor  with  which  the 
affections  mould  move  towards  the  great 
centre  of  happinefs,  Chrifi  Jefus, — of  that 
determined  ardour  with  which  we  fhould 
break  through  the  entanglements  of  temp- 
tation, and  obftacles  of  the  worM,  in  order 
to  reach  our  everlafting  reft — and  of  the 
mighty  difference  between  the  turbulent, 
the  frothy,  the  precipitate  gratifications  of 
vice,  and  the  calm,  the  fubftantial,  the  per- 
manent delights  of  religion* 


l£r>  t^-3 1^5  tjfirt  10*  1^1  tjpn 


©ESCRIPTTON  OF  A  COUNTRY   CHURCH. 

T  was  an  ancient  pile  -,  reared  by  hands* 
that,  ages  ago,  were  mouldered  into 
duft  j  fituate  in  the  centre  of  a  large  bu- 
rial ground ;  remote  froni  all  the  noife  and 
hurry  of  tumultuous  life  s  the  body  fpaci- 
ous  ;  the  ftructure  lofty  ;  the  whole  magni- 
ficently plain.  A  row  of  regular  pillars 
extended  themfelves  through  the  midft; 
fupporting  the  roof  with  fimplicity,  and 
with  dignity.    The  light  that  paffed  through 
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the  windows,  feemed  to  fhed  a  kind  of  lu- 
minous obicurity,  which  gave  every  object 
a  grave  and  venerable  air. — The  deep  fi- 
lence,  added  to  the  gloomy  afpecT,  and  both 
heightened  by  the  lonelinefs  of  the  place, 
greatly  increafed  the  folemnity  of  the  fcene. 
— A  fort  of  religious  dread  ftole  infenfibly 
on  my  mind,  while  I  advanced,  all  penfive 
and  thoughtful,  along  the  inmoft  aifle :  fuch 
a  dread,  as  hufhed  every  ruder  pafllon,  and 
diffipated  all  the  gay  images  of  an  alluring 
world. 

Meditations  among  the  Tombs, 


M 
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M  O  R  A  L    B  E  A  U  T  I  E  S.; 

EDITATIONS*. 


DEATH   BRINGS  AfLL   UPON  A   LEVEL. 

|3?  .XAMI.NING.  the  records  of  mortality, 
_^_^  I  found  the  memorials  of  a  promif- 
cuous  multitude.     They  were  huddled,  at 
leaft  they  relied,  together,  without  any  re- 
gard to  rank  or  feniority.     None  were   am- 
bitious of  the  uppermoftrooms,orchieffeats 
in  this  houfe  of  mourning.     None  entertain- 
ed fond  and  eager  expectations  of  being  ho- 
norably greeted,  in   their   darkfome  cells. 
The  man  of  years  and  experience,  reputed 
as  an  orcale  in  his  generation,  was  content  to 
lie  down  at  the  feet  of  a  babe.  In  this  houfe 
appointed  for  aH   living,  the   fer/ant   was 
equally  accommodated,  and  lodged  in  the 
fame  itory,  with  his  matter.     The  poor  in- 
digent lay  as  foftly,  and  flept  as  foundry,  as 
the  mofr.  opulent  pofferTor.     All  the  distinc- 
tion that  fubfifted,  was  a  grafTy  hillock* 
bound  with  ofiers ;  or  a   fepulchral  Hone, 
ornamented  with  imagery. 


BEAUTIES  of  HERVEY. 


THE  SEPULCHRE'S  PERTINENT  ADDRESS  TO 
MAN. 

BEjy<?  always  ready  :  for  injuch  an  hcur  as 
yttbiitfc  ^-—Important  admonition  1 
methinks  it" reverberates  from  fepulchre  to 
fepulchre  ;  and  addrciTes  -me  with  line  upon 
line,  precept  upon  precept. — 'The  relcerat- 
•vaming,  I  acknowledge,  is  too  needful  ; 
may  co-operating  grace  render  it  effectual  ! 
The  momentous  truth,,  though  worthy  to 
be  engraven  on  the  tables  of  a'  moll  tenaci- 
ous memory,  is  but  (lightly  [kdched  on  the 
iranfient  flow  of  paMion.  We  fee  our  neigh- 
bours fall  •,  we  turn  pale  at  the  mocks  and 
feel,  perhaps  a  trembling  dread.  No  foon- 
cr  are  they  removed  from  our  fight,  but, 
driven  in  the  whirl  of  bufmefs  or  lulled  in 
the  langours  of pleafure,  we  forget  the  pro- 
vidence, and  neglect  its  errand.  The  im- 
prefTion  made  on  our  unliable  minds,  is  like 
the  trace  of  an  arrow,  through  the  penetrat- 
ed air;  or  the  path  of  a  keel  in  the  furrow- 
ed wave, 
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,'  N      APTgeTINO      R  E  PRESENT  At  1 9N     OF      A 

OF    Hfi  FAMILY,  * 

■  . 

INHERE  lies  the  affectionate  Jiuhband  '■■> 
the  indulgent  parent;  the  faithful 
friend -,  and "the  generous  matter.  He  lies 
iri  the  laft  extremities,  and  on  the  very  point 
of  diftblution.  Art  has  done  its  all.  The - 
raging  difeafe  mocks  the  power  of  m'eui- 
cine.  Ithaftens  with  refiitlefs  impetuofity, 
to  execute  i'ts  dreadful  errand  3  to  rend  a- 
fiinder  the  filver  cord  of  life,  and  the  more 
delicate  tie  of  focial  attachment,  and  Qonju- 
£a!  affection.  / 


o 


; 


.A  ferv  ant  or  two,  from  a  revering  dif- 
rance,  call;  many  a  wilhful  look,  and  con- 
dole their  honored  matter,  in  the  language 
offighs.  The  con.rlelcending  mildnefs  of 
his  commands,  was  wont  to  produce  alacri- 
ty of  obedience,  and  render  their  fervice  a 
pleafure.  The  remembrance  of  it  both  em- 
bitters their  grief,  and  makes  it  trickle 
plentifully  down  their  honeft  cheeks.  His 
friends,  who  have  Co  often  fhared  his  joys, 
and  gladdened  his  mind  with  their  enliven- 
ing converfe,  now  are  miferable  comforters. 
A  iympathifing  and  mournful  pity,  is  all  the 
relief  they  are  able  to  contribute;  unlefs  it 
fee  augmented  by  their  filent  pravers  for  the 
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divine  fuccor,  and  a  word  of  confolation 
fuggeited  from  tlie  Scriptures.  Thole  poor 
innocents,  the  children  crowd  around  the 
bed;  drowned  in  tears,  and  almoft  frantic 
with' grief,-  they  fob  out  their  little  fouls,  and 
painonately  c'ry,-"  Will  he  leave  us  ?  leave 
us  in  a  helplefs  condition!  leave  us  to  an  in- 
jurious world  !"' 


-H-++f+-4-Hr+ 


A  LIVELY  PICTURE  OF  A  TENDER  WIFIj 
MOURNING  THE  EXPECTED  LCSS  OF  AN- 
INDULGENT  HUSBAND. 

;N  her,  the  lover  weeps;  the  wife  mourns; 
and  all  the  mother  yearns.  To  her,  the 
lofs  is  beyond  meafure  as&ravated,  bv 
months  and  years  ot  delightful  fociety,  and 
exalted  friendfhip. — 'Where,  alas  !  can  fire 
meet  with  fuch  unTufpedted  fidelity,  or  re- 
pofe  fuch  unreferved  confidence  ?  where  find 
fo  difcreet  a  counfellor  ;  fo  improving  an 
example  ;  and  a  guardian  To  feduloufly  at- 
tentive to  the  interefts  ofherfelf,  and  her 
children  ? — See  how  ihe  hangs  over  the  lan- 
guifhing  bed  3  moft"  tenderly  felicitous  to 
prolong  a  life,  important  and  defirable  far 
beyond  her  own.  Or,  if  that  be'irnprafti- 
cablc,  nolefs  tenderly  officious  to  footh  the 
M2 
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laft  agonies  of  her  dearer  felf. — ^ -Her  hands,-; 
trembling  wider  direful  apprehenfions,  wipe 
rile  col  1  dews  from  the  livid  cheeks  ;  dnd 
ibmetimes  ftay  the  fmkincr  head  on  her  gen- 
tle arms,  fometimes  reit  it  on  her  'compani- 
onate bofom. — 'See  !  how  ftie  gazes,  with  a- 
fpeechlefs  ardor,  on  the  pale  countenance, 
and  meagre  features.  Speechkfs  her  tongue; 
>but  ihe   looks  unutterable  things.     While 
all  her    foft  pafTions  throb  with  unavailing"' 
fondnefs  and  her  foul  bleeds  with  exquifite 


i"  1  '.  r rh'i  '  '>' 


interesting  description  of  a  good 
man  in  the  views  of  death. 

|>IE  fiifterer,  all  patient  and  adoring, 
fubmits  to  the  divine  .will  ;  and,  by 
mb  million,  becomes  fuperierto  his  affliction.  • 
He  is  fenfibiy  touched  with  the  difconlblate 
Hate  of  his  attendants  ;   and  pierced  with   an ; 
anxious  concern  for  his  wife  and  his  children.  - 
His  wife  who  will  foon  be  a  destitute  widow; 
his  children,  who  will  foon  be  helplefs  or- 
phans. w  Yet,  though  caft  down,  notinde^ 
,(  fpair."     He  is  greatly  refrefhed,  by  his 
null  in   the  everlafting  covenant,  anc?  his 
h  dpk  of  approaching  glory.     Religion  gives 
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adignity   to  diib   '        6  -'■-■-:    .-:" 

eafe,  he  comfjrts  his  very  co.ii.^t^rsp  -a;-id  ■ 
ftiffers  with  ail  the  majeftyof  woe. 

The  foul,  juft  going  to  abandon  the  tot- 
tering clay,  collects  all  her  force,  and  exerts 
her  lad  efforts.      The  good  man  raife*him~ 
felf  on  his  pillow  ;  extends  a  kind  hand  to  " 
his  fervants,  which  is  bathed  in  tears  ;  takes 
an  affecting  farewell  of  his  friends  -,  clafps 
his  wife  in  a  feeble'em brace  j  kiiTes  the  dear 
pledges  of  their  mutual  love  ;  and  then  pours 
out  ail  that  remains  of  life  and  of  ftrengtrv 
in  thje  following  words  ; — "  I  die  my  dear 
u  children  :   but  god,  the  everlalting  god, 
"wilijbe  with  you. — Though   you  iofe  an 
i(  earthly  parent,  you  have  a  Father  in  Hea- 
f  ven who  lives  for  evermore. — Nothing,  no-' 
u  thing  but  an  unbelieving  heart,  and  irreligi- 
"ous  life,  can  ever  feparate  you  from  the; 
'*  regards  of  his    providence — from  the  en- 
u  dearments  ofhislove." 

He  could  proceed  no  farther.  His  heart 
was  foil ;  but  utterance  failed.. — -Aftlr  a 
rhortpaufe,  with  difficulty,  great  difficulty, 
he  added  ; — "  You  the  dear  partner  o^  my 
"  foul,  you  are  now  the  only  protector  of 
"  our  orphans.— -I  leave  you  under  a  v/eight 
'*  <5f  cares. — But  god,  who  defended}  the 
"  caufe  of  the  widow — God,  whole  promife 
"  k  faithfulness  and  truth—God  hath  faid  / 
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"  tvill  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee. — Thi's  • 
"'revives  my  drooping  fpirits — Let  this  fup- 
"  port  the  wife  of  my  bofom-— And  now,  Q 
"  Father  of  companions,  into  thy  hands  I 
"  commend  my  fpirit — encouraged  by  thy 
"yromtfcd  goodneh ^'kavemyfather/efs.'' — 

Here  he  fainted  •,  fell  back  upon  the  bed  ; 
and  lay,  for  fome  minutes,  bereft  of  his  fenf- 
es.     As  a  taper,  upon  the  very  poiat  of  ex- 
tinclion,  is  fomerimes  .  fuddenly  re-kindled, 
and  leaps  into  a  quivering  flame:  fo  life,  be- 
fore it  totally  expired,  gave  a  parting  ftrug- 
gle,  and  once  more  looked  abroad  from  the 
opening   eye   lids.-^-He   would   fain  have 
fpoke  j  fain  have  uttered  the  fentence^  he 
began.     More  than  once  he  elTayed  •>  but 
the  organs  of  his  fpeech  were  become  like  a 
broken  veffel,  and  nothing  but  the  obftrucV 
ing  phlegm  rattled  in  his  throat.     His  af- 
pecl,  however,  fpoke  affection  mexprefiible. 
With  all  the  father,  all  the  hufband  (till  liv-, 
ing  in  his  looks  ;  he  takes  one  more  view  of 
thofe  dear  children,  whom  he  had  fo  often 
beheld  with  a  parental  triumph.     He  turns 
his  dying  eyes  oh  that  beloved  woman,  whom 
he  never  beheld  but  with  a  o-low  of  delight. 
Fixed  in  this  poilure,  amidft  fmjles  of  love, 
and  under  a  gleam  of  Heaven,  he  fhines  out 
his  laft. 
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'fHS  CHAMBERS  OF  THE  TOMS   J'Q'JRTRAY-* 

IB. 

YONDER  entrance  leads,  I  fuppofe  to 
the  vault.  Let  me*  turn  afide,  and 
take,  one  view  of  the  habitation,  and  its  te- 
nants. The  iullen  door  gr&tes  upon  its 
hinges ;  not  ufed  to  receive  many  vifitants, 
it  admits  me  with  reluctance,  ind  murmurs. 
— What  meaneth  this  fudden  trepidation  j 
while  I  defcend  the  fteps,  and  am  vinting  the 
pale  nations  of  the  dead  ?— Be  oompo'fed 
my  fpirits,  there  is  nothing  to  fear  in  .thefe 
quiet  chambers.  fC  Here,  even  the  wick- 
£C  ed  ceafe  from  troubling. " 

.  - 

A  beam  or  two  finds  its  v.  ay  through  the 
grates,  and  reflects  ,  a  feeble  glimmer  from 
the  nails  of  the  coffins.  So  many  of  thofe 
fad  fpectacies,  half  concealed  in  fhades,  half 
feen  dimly  by  the  baleful  twilight,  add  a 
deeper  horror  to  the fe  gloomy  manfions. — 
I  pore  upon  the  inferiptions,  and  am  ju/V  a- 
ble  to  pick  out,  that  thefe  are  the  remains  of 
the  rich  and  renowned.  No  vulgar  dead 
are  deposited  here.  .  The  molt  illuftVious 
and  right  honourable  have  claimed  this  for 
their  laft  retreat.  And,  indeed,  they  retain 
fomewhat  of  a  fhadowy  pre-eminence. 
They  lie,  ranged  in  mournful  order,  and  in 
a  fort  of  filentpomp,  under  the  arches  of  an 
ample  fepulchre  '•,    while    meaner  corpfes., 


i42  BEAUTIES  of  IIERVEY. 

without  much  ceremony,  "  go  down  to  the 
(tones  .of  the  pit." 


x£n  t&~.  t^J  !^;  t^r.  *6 . 


THE     TOMB  KNOWS     NO     qiST'NCTIONS  '  OF 
TIJLES  OR  ESTATES.' 


THOSE  who  received .  vsft  revenues, 
and  called  whole  lordihips  their  own, 
are  here  reduced  to  half  a  dozen  feet  of 
-earth,  or  confined  in  a  few  fheets  of  lead. 
Rooms  of  ftate,  and  fumptuous  furniture, 
are  re figned  for  no  other  ornament  than  the 
fhroud,'  for  no  other  apartment  than' the 
darkfome  niche:— Where  is  the  flar  that 
.blazed  uponthe  bread,  or  coronet  that  glit- 
tered round  the  temples  ?  the  only  remains 
of  departed  dignity  are,  the  weather-beaten 
hatchment,  and  the  tattered  efcutcheon.  I 
.fee  no  fplendid  retinue  furrounding  this  fo- 
litary  dwelling.,  The  lordly  equipage  ho- 
vers no  longer  about  the ( life.leis  matter.— • 
He  has  no  other  attendant'tlHana  dufty  fta£ 
hie  j  which  while  the  reo;ardlcfs  world  is  as 
gay  as  ever,  the  fculptor's  hand  has  taught 
to  weep. 


beau r:r. s  ■-■>--=  *..:  -         *.i3 

TMFORTANT      LESSONS     TAUGHT      EY     THE 
TOMBrS  OF   NOBLES. 

I  THANK  you,  ye  relics  of  founding 
titles  arid  magniticent.  names.  Ye  have 
.taught  me  more  of  the  littlenefs  of  the 
•urorld,  than  all  the  volumes  of  my  library, 
Your;  nobility  arrayed  in  a.  winding  jlieet  j 
*  your  grandeur  mouldering  in  an  urn  ;  are 
the  moft  indifputable  proofs  of  the  nothing- 
nefs  of  created  things.  Never,  furely,  did 
Providence  write  this  important  point  in 
fuch  legible  characters  as  in  the  allies  of  my 
hrd,  or  on  the  eorpfe  of  his  grace, 


****** 


THE    BENEFITS  .Or  FAITH    IN    THE    SON    OF 
GOD. 

OYE  timorous  fouls,  that  are  terrified 
at  the  found  of  the  palling  bell ;  that 
turn  pale  at  the  fight  of  an  opened  grave, 
and  can  fcarce  behold  a  coffin  or  a  fkull, 
without  a  fhuddering  horror  :  ye  that  are 
in  bondage  to  the  grifly  tyrant,  and  tremble 
at  the  fhaking  of  his  iron  rod,  cry  mightly 
to  the  father  of  your  fpirits,  for  faith  in  his 
dear  Son.  Faith  will  free  you  from  your 
flavery.     Faith  will  embolden  you  to  tread 
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on  (this  fiercer!  of)  ferpents.  Old  Simeon 
clafping  the  child  Jefus  in  the  arms  of  his 
flefh,  and  the  glorious  Mediator  in  the  arms 
of  his  faith,  departs  with  tranquility  and 
peace.  That- bitter  perfecutor  Saul,  having 
won  Chrift,  being  found  in  Chrift,  longs  to 
be  difmifledfrom  cumbrous  clay,  and  kin- 
dles into  rapture  at  the  profpect  of  diffolu- 
tion. 

#  *  *  *  •* 


A  PICTURESQUE  DESCRIPTION    OF     A    SUM- 
MER'S MORN. 

THE  air  was  cool,  the  earth  moift,  ths 
whole  face  of  the  creation  frefh  and 
gay.  The  noify  world  was  fcarce  awake. 
Bufinefs  had  not  quite  fhook  off  his  found 
deep,  and  riot  .had  but  juft  reclined  his  gid- 
dy head.  All  was  ferene  ;  all  was  ftill :  e- 
very  thing  tended  to  infpire  tranquility  of 
mind,  and  invite  to  ferious  thought. 

Only  the  wakeful  lark  had  left  her  tieft, 
and  was  mounting  on.  high  to  falute  the  o- 
pening  day.  Elevated  in  .  air,  fhe  feemed 
to  call  the  laborious  hufbandman  to  his  toil, 
and  all  her  fellow-fongfters  to  their  notes. 
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:    SUN-RISING  DESCRIBED. 

THE  greynefs  of  the  dawn  decays  gra- 
dually. Abundance  of  ruddy  ftreaks 
tinge  the  fleeces  of  the  firmament.  Till 
at  Length  the  dappled  afpect  of  the  eaft  is 
loft,  in  one  ardent  and  boundlefs  blufn. 


t^l  !^-.  <-£>?  t^r,  up) 


THE      USEFULNESS      OF      THE    SUN     ILLUS- 
TRATED. 

"HAT  were  all  the  realms  of  the 
world  but  a  dungeon  of  darknefs 
without  the  beams  of  the  fun?  A11  their 
fine  fcenes  hid  from  our  view,  loft  in  ob- 
fcurity. — -In  vain  we  roll  around  our  eyes  in 
the  midnight  gloom.  In  vain  we  ftrive  to 
behold  the  features  of  amiable  nature.  Turn 
whither  we  will,  no  form  or  comelinefs  ap- 
pears. All  feems  a  dreary  wafte,  an  undif- 
tinguifhed  chaos ;  till  the  returning  hours 
have  unbarred  the  •  gates  of  light,  and  let 
forth  the  morn. — Then  what  a  profpecl: 
opens  !  The  heavens  are  paved  with  azure, 
and  ftrewed  with  rofes.  A  variety  of  the 
Uvelieft  verdure  arrays  the  plains.  The 
flowers  put  on  a  glow  of  the  richeft  colours. 
N 
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The  whole  creation  ftands  forth  drefTed  in 
all  the  charms  of  beauty.,  The"  ravifhed 
eye  looks  round  and  wonders. 


A -DESCRIPTION   OF  RURAL  .NATV  R2. 

THE  fields  are  covered  deep,  and  ftand 
thick  with  corn.  They  expand  the 
milky  grain  to  the  tun,  while  the  gales,  now 
inclining,  now  raifing  each  flexile  ftem,  open 
all  their  ranks  to  the  agency  of  his  beams .; 
which  will  foon  impart  a  firm  confiftence  to 
the  grain,  and  a  glofTy  golden  hue  to  the 
ear,  that  they  may  be  qualified  to  fill  the 
barns  of  the  huibandman  with  plenty,'  and 
his  heart  with  gladnels. 

Yonder  lie  the  meadows,  fmoothcd  into 
a  perfect  level;  decorated  with  an  embroi- 
dery of  the  gayeit  Mowers,  and  loaded  with 
ipontaneous  crops  ol:  herbage.  A  winding 
itream  glides  along  the  flowry  margin,  and 
receives  the  image  of,  the  bending  ikies, 
and  waters  the  roots  of  many  a  branching- 
willow. 

The  paflures,  with  their  verdant  mounds- 
chequer  the  profpcd,  and  prepare  a  iia.qJ- 
ing  repait  for  our  rattle.  ■.< 
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On  ftveral  ipots,  a  grove  of  trees,  like 
fume  grand  colonade  creels  its  towering 
head.  Every  one  projects  a  friendly  made 
for  the  beaifo,  and  creates  an  hofpitable 
iodging  for  the  birds.-  Every  one  ftands 
ready  to  furnifh  timber  for  a  palace,  mads 
for  a  navy,  or,  with  a  more  condefcending. 
trourtefy,  fuel  for  our  hearths. 


it-  *   *-   *  » 

-*         #        *        •:•:  ■ 


A-FRVIT    CAHDEN    AND   AN"    ORCHARD    TN 

THSIPv  SUMMJER    ARRav 

NEARER  the  houfes,  we  perceive  an 
ample  fpread  of  branches,  not  fo 
itately  as  tht  oaks,  but  more  amiable  for 
their  annual  ferv ices.  A  little  while  ago, 
I  beheld  them,  and  all  was  one  beauteous 
boundlcfs  wafte  of  blcffoms.  But  now, 
the  blooming  maid  is  refined  for  the  life- 
ml  matron,  The  (lower  is  fallen*  and  the 
fruit  fwells  out  on  every  twig. — Breathe 
foft,  y^  winds!  O-fpare  the  tender  fruitage, 
ye  furly  Wafts  !  let  the  pear-tree  fuckle  her 
juicy  progeny,  till  they  drop  into  our  hands, 
and  diffolve  in  our  mouth 5.  Let  the  plumb 
hang  unmolefted  upon  her  boughs,  till  Ihe, 
fatten  her  delicious  fiem.  and  cloud  her.po- 
iifned  ikin  wjr>.  blue.  Ariel  as  for  the  apples, 
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that  ftaple  commodity  of  our  orchards,let 
no  injurious  fhocks  precipitate  them  imma- 
turely  to  the  ground,  till  revolving  funs 
have  tinged  them  with  a  ruddy  complexion, 
and  concocted  them  into  anexquifite  fla- 
vour. 


t^J^!  <&ii&lu?n 


A  KITCHEN  GARDEN    AND  ITS  PRODUCTS-. 

I  OBSERVE  feveral  fmall  inclofures, 
which  feem  to  be  apprehenfive  of  fome 
hoflile  vifit  from  the  north,  and,  therefore, 
are  defended  on  that  quarter  by  a  thick 
wood,  or  a.  lofty  wahV  At  the  fame  time-, 
they  cultivate  an  uninterrupted  correfpon- 
dtnce-  with  the  fouth,  and  throw  open  their 
whole  dimenfions  to  its  friendly  warmth.— - 
One,  in  particular,  .lies  within  the  reach  of 
a  diftinguifhing  view,  and  proves  to  be  a 
kitchen-garden.  It  looks,  rnethinks,  like  a 
plain  and  frugal  republic.  Whatever  may 
refemble  the  pomp  of  courts,  or  the  en- 
fign  of  royalty,  is  baniihed  from  this  hum- 
ble, community. — A  fkilful  hand  has  parcel- 
led out  the  whole  ground  into  narrow  beds, 
and  intervening  alleys.  Why  does  the  par- 
fley  with  her  frizzled  locks  fhag  the  border  i 
or  why  the  celery,  with  her  whitning  arms, 
perforate  the  mould,  but  to  render  the  foups 
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-of  the  owner  favotiry  ?  The  aTpafagus 
fiioots  its  tapering  items,  to  offer 'Kim  the 
firlr.  fruits  orthefeafon;  and  the  artichoke 
fpreads  its-turgid  top  to  give  him  a  treat  of 
vegetable  marrow.  The  tendrils  of  the  cu- 
climber  creep  into  the  fun ;  and,  though" 
bafkingpin  its  hotted  rays,  they  fecrete  for 
their  mailer*  and  barrel  up  for  his  me  the 
molt  cooling  juices  of  the  foil.  The  beans 
ftand  firm,  like  files  of  embattled  troops — 
the  peas  reft  upon  their  props,  like  fo  many 
companies  of  invalids,  while  both  replenim 
their  pods  with  the  fatnefs  of  the  earth, 
on  purpofe  to  pour  it  on  their  owner's  ta- 
ble. 


NATURE   AND    ART  CONTRASTED,' ■ 

"ERE  nature,  always  pleafmg,  every 
where  lovely,  appears  with  peculiar 
attractions.  Tonder  Ihe  feems  dreffed  in 
her  difliabille  :  grand  but  irregular.  Here, 
me  calls  in  her  hand-maid  art,  and  ihines 
in  all  the  delicate  ornaments'  which  the  nip 
cell  cultivation  is  able  to  convey.  Thofe 
are  her  common  apartments  where  me  lod-' 
ges  her  ordinary  guefts  ;  this,  is  her  cabinet 
of  'curiofities,  where  "me  entertains  her  inti- 
mate acquaintance. — My  eye  Ihall  often  ex- 

N.2- 
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patiate  over  thofe  fcences  of  univerfal  ferti- 
lity :  my  feet  fhall  fometimes  brum  through 
the  thicket,  or  traverfe  the  lawn,  or  ftroll 
along  the  foreit  glade  ;  but  to  this  delight- 
ful retreat  fhall  be  my  chief  refOrt.  Thi- 
ther will  I  make  excurfions :  but.  here  will 
X  dwell* 


l^Ps  t&i  t^i  tjSn  o£" 


FLOWRY    BEAUTIES   PLEASINGLY  REPRE- 
SENTED. 

WHATcolours,  what  charming  co- 
lours are  here  !  Thefe,  fo  noblv 
bold,  and  thofe  fo  delicately  languid.  "What 
a  glow  is  enkindled  in  fome  !  what  a  glofs 
fhines  upon  others  !  In  one,  methinks,  I  fee 
the  ruby  with  her  bleeding  radiance  '•,  in  ano- 
ther, the  fapphire  with  her  fky- tinctured 
blue  f  in  all,-  fuch  an  exquifite  richnefs  of 
dyes,  as  no  other  fet  of  paintings  m  the  u- 
riiverfe  can  boaft.  Some  afTume  the  mo- 
narch's purple  ;  fome  look  molt  becoming 
in  the  virgin's  white  ;  but  black,  ■  doleful 
black,  has-  no  admittance  into  the  ward- 
robe of  Spring.     The  weeds  of  mourning 


*  An  inftancc  this  of  Mr.  Hcrvcj's  predilection  in  favo'ar  of 
a  country  Hfet 
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.would  be  a  manifeft  indecorum,  when  na- . 
ture  holds  an  univerfal  feftival.  Here  Hands 
a  warrior  clad  with  crimfon,  there  fits  a 
magiftrate  robed  in  fcarlet,  and  yonder 
ftruts  a  pretty  feilow  that  feems  to  have 
dipped  his  plumes  in  the  rainbowrand  glit- 
ters in  all  the  gay  colours  of  that  refplen- 
dent  arch.  Some  rife  into  a  curious  cup, 
or  fall  into  a  let  of  beautiful  bells.  Some 
fpread  themfelves  in  a  fwelling  turf,  or 
croud  into  a  delicious  duller.  In  fbme  the 
predominant  (lain  foftens  by  the  gentle  di- 
minutions, till  it  has  even  ftole  away  frora 
itfelf. 


*  #  *  *  * 


THE  GRAND    CAUSE    OF  VEGETATION,  AND 
THE  GROWTH  OF  FRUITS  AND   FLOWERS. 

THE  moiff ure  of  the  earth,  and  of  the 
circumambient  air,  palled  through 
proper  {trainers,  and  difpofed  in-  a  range  of 
pellucid  tubes  :  this  performs  all  the  won- 
ders, and  produces  all  the  beauties  of  ve- 
getation. This  creeps  along  the  fibres  of 
the  low-fpread  mofs,  and  climbs- to  the  ve- 
ry tops  of  the  lofty-waving  cedars.  This, 
attracted  by  the  root,  and  circulating  thror 
hwifible  canals  i  this  burfts  into  gems ;  ex- 
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Pards  irfeff'inW  leaves,  and  clothes  the  fo- 
reft  with  all' its  verdant  honours. —This  one 
plain  and  ilrrple  cauie  gives  birth  to  all 
the  charms  wkich'deck  the  youth  and  ma- 
turity of  the  year.  This  blufhes  in  the  ear- 
ly hepatica,  and  flames  in  the  late  advancing 
poppy.  This  reddens  into  blood  in  the' 
reins  of  the  mulberry,  and  attenuates  itfelf 
into  leafeft  gold,  to  create  a  covering  for" 
the  quince.  This  breathes,  in  all  the  fra- 
grant gales  -of  our  garden;  and  weeps  o- 
dorous  gum  in  the"  groves  of  Arabia, 


»•  *  ■  *  *  * 


TULIPS  AND  PINKS,  EMBLEMS  OF'THE  DIF- 
FERENCES AMONG  CHRISTIANS. 

N  a  grove  of  tulip?,  or  a  knot  of  pinks3 
one  perceives  a  difference -in  almoft  eve- 
ry individual.  Scarce  any  two  are  are  turn- 
ed and  tinctured  exactly  alike.  Each  al- 
lows himfelf  a  little  particularity  in  his 
drefs,  though  all  belong  to  one  family. — 
A  pretty  emblem  this  of  -the  fmaller  ■diffe- 
rence's between  Broteftant  Chriftians:  There  ' 
are  modes  in  religion  which  adm it  t)f  varia- 
tion, without  prejudice  to  found  fakh  or  real  - 
hoiinefs.  Juft  as  the  drapery,  on  thefe  pic- 
tures of  the  fpring,  may  be  formed  after  a 
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variety  of  patterns,  without  blemiftiing'their 
beaucy,  or  altering  their  natures—Be  it  fo 
then,  that,  in  fome  points  of  inconfidera- 
ble  confequence,  feveral  of  our  brethren 
dilTent :  yet  let  us,  all  live;  amicably  and  fo- 
ciably  together;  for. we,  harmonize  in  prin- 
ciples,  though  we  Vary  in  punctilios.  If*  any 
Itrife  fubfifts,  let  it  be  to  .follow  our  Divine 
Matter  moll  clofely,  in  humility  of  heart, 
and  unblameablenefs  of  life.  '  Let .  it  be  to 
ferve  one  another  moft  readily,  in  all  the 
kind  offices  of  a  cordial  friendfhip.  Thus 
fhall  we  be  united,  though  diltinguilhed ; 
imited  in  the  lame  grand  fundamentals,  tho' 
diftinguifhed  by  fome  fmall  circumftantiafo, 
united  in  one  important  bond  of  bropherly 
love,  though  diftinguifhed  -by. fome  {light- 
er peculiarities  of  fentiment. 


*  *  *  #  * 


FLOWERS     POURTRAYED     IN    LIVELY    CO- 
LOURS. 

A  CIRCUMSTANCE,  recommending 
and  endearing  the  fiowry  creation,. 
is  their  regular  fucceiiion.  They  make  nor 
their  appearance  all  at  once,  but  in  an  or- 
derly rotation.  While  a  proper  number  oi 
thefe  obliging  retainers  are  in  waiting,  the 
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others  abfcond, '  but  hold  themfejves  in  a 
pofture  of-fervice,  ready  to  take 'their  turn, 
and  fill  each  his  refpetfrive  ftation  the  inftant 
it  becomes  vacant.; — The  mow-drop,  fore- 
moft  of  the  lovely  trinn,  breaks  her  Way 
through  the  frozen  foil,  in  order  toprefcnt 
her  early  compliments  to  her  Lord.    DiefT- 
cd  in  the  robe  of  innocency,  fhe  ite ps  forth, 
fearlefs  of  danger,  long  before  the    trees 
have  venfurfed  to  unfold  their  leaves,  even 
while  the- -'idles  are  pendent  on  our  houfes. 
Next-  peeps  out  the  crocus,  but  cautioufly, 
and  with  an  air  of  timidity-.     She  hears  the 
hoveling  blafts,  and  fkulks  clofe  to  her  low" 
fttuation.   "'  Afraid*  (he  feems,  to  make  large 
excurfions   from  her  root,  while   ib   many 
ruffian  winds  are  abroad,  and  fcouring  aleftgs-. 
the  xther.— Nor  fs  the  violet  laft  in  this.' 
fining  embaffy  of  the  year-.-    Which,  with 
all  the  embelliihments  that  would  grace  a 
royal  garden,  cond&fcends  to  line  our  hedges . 
and  grow  at  the   feet   of  briars.      Freely, 
and  without  any  folieitation,  fhe  diftributesc 
the  bounty  of  her  emiffive   fweets i    while 
herfelf, .  with  an  exemplary  humility,  retires 
from  fight,,  feeking   rather  to  adminifter. 
pleafure,  than   to   win  admiration.      Em- 
blem, expreffive  emblem,  of  thole  modcft 
virtues  which  delight  to  bloom  in  obfcuri-  ■ 
ty  i  which  extend  a  cheering  influence  to 
multitudes,  who  are  fcarce  acquainted  with 
the  fource  of  their  comforts !  Motive,  en- 
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ring  motive,  to  that  ever  active  benefi 
<»  ^clvftayg  opt/for  thc.,iflfoorta»hy 
of , the  Anmfilglji  M^mfcipiates.  their  fuin 
and  prevents  them  with  the  bleiw  of i  its 
gocxineis-!* 


Tii?;  poor  polyanthus,  that  latcIVjadorncd 
tfc  border  with  their  priding  beauties,  and 
tr:anipknted  into  our  window^,  gave  us  a 
freih  entertainment,  is  now.  more  \  i  .law  her 
complexion  fade  ;    I  perceived  her  br-ath 
decay  ;    till   at  length  me  expired,    and 
dropt  mto   her    grave^Scarce    have  .we 
gained  this  lois,  but  in  comes  the  auricu- 
la,  and    more  than  retrieves  it.     Arrayed 
Ihe  comes,  in  a  iplemiid,  variety  of.  amiable 
forms,  with  an  eye  of  ehryilal^and. garments 
of  the.moft  gloily iattin,  exhaling  pei W 
and  powdered  with   rilver.    •  Scfrce  one  ^ 
mongtlKmbutis  dignified  with  the  char*:, 
ter  of  renown   or  ;has  the  honour  to  repre- 
lent  lome  celebrated  (baft.    'Brit  thefe  alfo, 
notwithltanding  their  illuftrious  tides,  have 
exhauited    their  whole  ftock  of  fragrance' 
ttg  are  mingled  with  the;  meaneft  duft -J 
Who  <raty  forbear  graving. at  .their  depart 
tuie,  did  not.the.  tulips  begin  to  raife  them. 
S        a°n.  tlTM'  finC  W2nds>  °r  ft«ely  ftalks  * 
they  ttufh  ti?e;paterre  with  one  cf  the. gayefi: 


*  Sec  herein  4 


«^^^iig5#ite.^ 


1^6  BEAUTIES  of  HERVEY. 

.JrelTes'  that  blooming  nature  wears.  Her-e 
one.  may  beheld' the  innocent  wantonnefs  of 
beauty.  Here  me  indulges  a  thoufand  freaks, 
and  fports  herfeli  in  the  rfioft  charming  di- 
verfity  of  colours.  Yet  I  fhould  wrong  her, 
were  I  to  call  her  a  coquette  ;  becaufe  me 
plays  her  lovely  changes,  not  to  enkindle 
diflblute  afFeiftiohs,  but  to  difplay'her  Crea- 
tor's glory.- — Soon  arifes  the  anemone,  -en- 
circled at  the  bottom  with  a  rereading  robe*,1 
and  rounded  at  the  top  into  a" beautiful  dome. 
In  its  loofely  flowing  mantle  you:  may  ob- 
ferve  a. noble  negligence  j  in  its  gently  bend- 
ing tufts,  the  niceft  fymmetry;  I  would 
term  it  the  fine  gentleman  of  the  garden; 
becaufe  it  feems,  to  have  learnt  the  fingular 
addrefs  of  uniting  fimplicity  with  refine- 
ment, of  reconciling  art;  and  "eafe. — The* 
feme  month  has  the  merit  of  producing  the 
renunculus.  Ail  bold, and  graceful  "it  ex- 
pands the  riches  of  its  fbliage,-  and  acquires 
by  degrees,  the'-lovelieft  enamel  in  the  world.- 
Methinks  nature  improves  in  her  opera- 
tions. Ht r  iateft  ftrokes  are  rnoft  mafterly. 
To  crown  the. collection,  the  introduces  the 
carnation,  which  captivates  every  eye  with 
a  -noble  fpread  of  graces!,  and  charm's  evety 
fenfe  with  a  profusion  of  exquifite  odours.' 
This  fing'e  flower  has  centred  in  kfe)f  the- 
perfeclions  of  all  the  preceding.  The  mo- 
ment it  appears,  it  fo,  commands  our  atten- 
tion, that  we  fcarce  regret. thjg  abfence  of  the 
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rtftl — The  gllly- flower,  like  a  real  friend, 
attends  you  through  all  the  vicifiitudes  an3 
alterations  of  the  feafon.  While  others 
make  a  tranfient  vifit  only,  this  is  rather  an 
inhabitant,  than  a  gueft  in  your  gardens ; 
adds  fidelity  to  complaifancc. 


t^.  t^>  '^-.  10~.  •■&> 


THE  TIME,  ORDER  AND  ADJUSTMENT  Or 
FLOWERS,  EVIDENCE  THE  CREATOR'S 
WISDOM. 

1ET  me  add  one  remark  upon  r.he  ad- 
_j  mirable  adjustment  of  every  particu- 
lar, relating  to  thefe  fine   colonies  planted 
in  the   parte rre.-^-With  fuch  accuracy  and 
correCtnefs  is  their  itruclure  fmifhed,  that 
any  the  leaft  conceivable  alteration  would 
very  much  impair  their  perfection.      Should 
you  fee,  for  inftance,  the  nice  difpofition  of 
the  tulips  attire  fly  abroad,  difbrderly  and 
irregular,    like    the    fiaimting  wood-bine ; 
fhould  tine  jeflanline  rear  her  diminutive 
head  on  thofe  grand  columns  which  fupport 
the  h^Uihock;  ihould  the  erec>  and  ma.ily  af- 
1  of  the  pi  my  hang  c.o^v.:.  with1  a  penfive 
"  e   the   Hexile  bells  of  the  hyacinth  ^ 
phribnefi  which  diitin- 
ged  for  the  glir> 
O 
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tering  fringes  which  edge  the  pink,  or  the 
pfgaudy  ftains  which  bedrop  the  iris  -,  mould 
thole  tapering  pillars  which  arife  in  the  mid- 
dle of  its  vale,  and  tipt-with  golden  pen- 
dants, give  fuch  a  luilie  to  the  furrounding 
panels  of  alabufter — mould  thofe  mrink  and 
difappear  like  the  chives  which  cover  the 
heart  of  the  anemone. — In  many  of  thefe 
cafes,  would  not  the  tranfpofition  be  fan- 
taftical  and  aukw'ard  f  '  in  all  to  the  apparent 
prejudice  of  every  individual? 

Again ;  with  regard  to.  the  time  jo{, .their 
appearing,  this  circumftance  is  fettled  by 
a  remarkable  forefight  and  precaution.-— 
What  would  become  of  the  failor,  if,  in  ve- 
xy  ftormy  weather,  he  mould  raife  a  lofty 
maft,  and  croud  it  with  all  his  canvafsr 
Such  .would  be  the  ill  effect,  if  the  moft 
ftatelv  jfgecies  of  flowers  mould  prefume  to 
-  come.aboad  in  the  blufterins;  months.  Ah! 
how  would  they  rue  the  imprudent  bold- 
nefs  !  Therefore,  thofe  only  that  moot  the 
fhorteft  ftems,  and  difplay  the  fmallefl 
fpread.  of  leaves,  or  (if  you  pleafe)  carry 
the  leafb  fail,  are  launched  amidlt  the  blow- 
ing fcafons. — How  injudicioufiy  would  the 
perfumer  acl,  if  he  mould  unfeal  his  finerr. 
erTencer,  and  expofe  them  to  the  northern 
svinds,  or  wintry  rains !  our  blooming  artiits 
of  the  aromatic  profeffion,  at  leaft'  the  moft 
delicate  among  them,  kem  perfectly  aware 
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of  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  procedure. 
Accordingly  they  poftpone  their  odorife- 
rous treasures,  till  a  ferener  air,  and  more 
unclouded  fkies  grant  a  protection  to  their 
amiable  traffic,  till  they  are  under  no  more 
apprehenfions  of  having  their  fpicy  cells 
rifled  by  rude  blaftsj  or  drowned  in  incef- 
iant  mowers. 


**-*♦* 


AN   ARGUMENT  FOR  CHRISTIAN  RESICNA- 
NATION. 

SINCE  afl  the  downward  trails  of  time 
Go Ts  watchful  eye  furveys ; 
Oh  !  who  fo  wife'  to  choofe  our  lor, 
And  regulate  our  ways  ? 

Since  none  can  doubt  his  equal  love, 

Unmeafurably  kind  : 
To  his  unerring  gracious  will, 

Ik  ev'ry  wifli  refign'd. 

Good  when  he  gives,  fupremely  good  j 

Nor  lefs,  when  he  denies  j 
Ev'n  crofTes,  from  his  fov'reign  hand. 

Are  ble  fangs  in  difguilc. 
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Jl    COMMENT    ON-  TH»  SIAUTII1  OF  CKEA- 
TJON. 

THE  earth  is  affgned  to  us  for  a  dwell- 
ing.— The  fkics  are  flretched  ever 
lis  like  a  magnificent  canopy,  dyed  in  the, 
purefr.  azure,  and  beautified  now  with  pic- 
tures of  floating  filver,  new  with  colourings 
of  reflected  crimfon. — The  grafs  is  fpread 
under  us,  as  a  fpacious  carpet,  wove  witfc 
filken  threads  of  green,  and  damafked  with 
flowers  of  every  hue.' — The  fun,  like  a  gol- 
den lamp,  is  hung  cut  in  the  ethereal  vault  j 
and  pours  his  effulgence  all  the  day  to  light- 
en cur  paths. — When  night  approaches,  the 
moon  takes  up  the  friendly  office,  and  the 
ftars  are  kindled  in  twinkling  myriads,  m . 
cheer  the  darknefs  with  their  milder  luf- 
tre,  not  difhirb  our  repofe  by  too  intenfe  a 
gjare.- — The  clouds,  befides  the  rich  paint- 
ings they  hang  around,  the  heavens,  act  the 
part  of  a  fhifting  fcreen,  and  defend  us,  by 
their  feafcnable  interpofiticn,  from-  the 
fcorching  beams  of  fummer.  May  we  not 
alfo  regard  them  as  the  great  watering-pots 
/of  the  globe  ?.  which,  wafted  on  the  wings 
of  the  wind,  difpenfe  their  moifture  evenly 
through  the  univerfal  garden  ;  and  fructify, 
with  their  fhowers,  whatever  our  hand 
plants. — The  fields  are  curexhauftkfs  gra- 
f:a:\\ — The  ocean. is  our  vaft  refervcir.— - 
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The  animals,  fpenc!  their  length  to  dis- 
patch our  bulinefs,  refign  their  clothing  to 
iMpIenifh  our  wardrobe,  and  furrender  their 
very  lives  to  provide  for  our  tables. — In 
fhort,  every  element  is  a  iVore-houfe  of  coii- 
veniencies  ;  ever/  feafon  brings  us  the 
choicefb  productions  ;  all  nature  is  our  ca-v 
terer. — And,  which  is  a  moft  endearing  j-e-> 
commendation  of  theie  favours,  they  are 
all  as  lovely  as  they  are  ufeful.  .  You  pb* 
ferve  nothing  mean  or  inelegant;-  AH  is 
clad  in  beauty's  faireft  robe,  and  regulated 
by  proportion's  nicelt  rule.  •  The  whole 
fcene  exhibits  a  fund  of  pleafures  to  the 
imagination,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  more 
than  iupplies  all  our  wants. 


*   *  *  #.  * 


pTDDFWG     FLOWERS    EMBLEMATIC    OF  THE 
COVETOUS  MAN. 

ON'  every  fide  1  efpy  fever al  budding 
flowers.  As  yet  they  are  like  bales 
of  cloth  from  the  packer's'  warehoufe.  Each 
is  wrapped  within  a  flrong  enlofure,  and  its 
contents  are  tied  together  by  the  firmeft 
bandages;  lb  that  all  their  beauties  He  con- 
cealed, and  all  their  fweets  are  locked  up. 
Jiut  fuch  is.  the  niggardly  wretch,  whole. 
Oa 
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aims  are  all  turned  inward,  and  meanly  ter- 
minated upon  himfelf.  Who  makes  his 
own  private  interefts,  or  perfonal  pleafures, 
the  fole  centre  of  his  defigns,  and  the  fcan- 
ty  circumference  of  his  actions. 


#•  *  *  *•  * 


ANTIDOTES    ACAINST    UHRULY    PASSIONS. 

,OES  anger  draw  near  with  her  light- 
ed torch,  to  kindle  the  flame  cf  re- 
fentment  in  our  breafts  ?  does  flattery  ply 
our  ears  with  her  inchanting  and  intoxicat- 
ing Avhifpers  ?  would  difccntent  lay  her 
leaden  hand  upon  our  temper,  and  mould 
into  our  minds  her  lour  leaven,  in  order  to  . 
make  us  a  burden  to  ourfelves,  and  unami- 
able  to  others  ?  inftantly  let  us  divert  our 
attention  from  the  dangerous  objects,  and 
not  fo  much  endeavour  to  antidote,  as  to 
ihun,  the  moral  contagion. ,  Let  us  revolve 
in  our  meditations,  that  wonderful  meek- 
nefs  cf  our  diftrelTed  Matter  •,  which;  amidft 
the  moft  abufive  and  provoking  infults, 
maintained  an  uniform,  tenor  of  unihaken 
ftre,nity.  Let  us  contemplate  that  prodi- 
gious humiliation,  which  brought  him  from 
an  infinite  height  above  all  worlds,  to  make 
his  bed  in  the  dull,  of  death.     Let  us  focth 
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our  jarring,  our  uneafy  paffions,  with  the 
remembrance  of  that  cheerfulnefs  and  re- 
fignation,  which  rendered  him,  in  the  deep- 
er! poverty,  unfeignedly  thankful  ■,  and,  un- 
der the  heavieft  tribulation,  molt  fubmiflive- 
ly  patient. 


i"  I1  v  I  1  it  1  !  J 


IMPORTANT  ADMONITIONS   TO    THE    FAIR 
SEX. 

HARBOUR  not,  on  any  consideration, 
the  betrayer  of  your  virtue.  Be  deaf, 
inflexibly  deaf, .  to  every  beguiling  felicita- 
tion. If  it  obtrude  into  the  unguarded  heart, 
give  it  entertainment,  no,  not  for  a  mo- 
ment. To  parley  with  the  enemy,  is  to 
open  a  door  for  deftruction.  Our  fafety 
confifts  in  flight  ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  fufpici- 
on  is  the  trueft  prudence ;  fear  the  greateft 
bravery.  Play  not  on  the  brink  of  the 
precipice :  flutter  not  round  the  edges  of 
the  flame  :  dally  not  with  the  flings  of  death, 
but  reject,  with  a  becoming  mixture  of  fo- 
licitude  and  abhorrence,  the  very  firft  insi- 
nuations of  iniquity  -,  as  cautioufly  as  the 
fmarting  fore  Shrinks  even  from  the  fofteft 
hand,  as  conftantly  as  the  fenfitive  plant  re- 
coils a!  the  approaching  touch. 
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CONSOLATIONS  IN   T  HE -VlEWS'OF-DEATtf. '• 

FEAPv  not,-  thou  faithful  Chriitian  ;  fear* 
not,  at  -the  appointed  time,  to  descend 
into  the  tomb.     Thy  foul  thou  mayft  trull  • 
with  thy  omnipotent  Redeemery  who   is 
lord  of  the  unfeen  world  ■,    ""who  has  the 
keys  of  hell  and  of  death."  -    Moll  fafely 
mayft  thou  truft  thy  better  part  in  thofe 
benencient  hands,  which  were  pierced  with 
nails,  and  fattened  to  the  ignominious  tree* 
for  -thy    falvation. — With   regard   to   the 
earthly  tabernacle,  be  not  difmayed.     It  is  * 
taken  down,  only-  to  be  rebuilt  upon  a  di- 
viner plan,  and  in  a  more  heavenly  form. 
If  it  retires  into  the  ihadow  of  death,  and 
lies  immured  in  the- gloom  of  the  grave  j 
it  is  only  to  return  from  a  fhort  confine- 
ment to   endlefs  liberty..  If  it   falls   into 
dirTolution,  it  is  in  order  to  rife  more  illuf- 
trious  from  its  rums,  end  wear  an  infinitely^ 
brighter  face  of  perfection  *ind  of  glory. 


++++-H-H-H- 


T 


A  'DESCRIPTION  OF  NOON.' 

HE  fun  blazes  from  on  high  -,  the  air 
glows  -with  his  fire ;    the   fields  are J 
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rem  «.' N  chink:,  j  the  reads  are  fcorched 
to  dvi\  ,  r.ue  wood-  ft^nuo  contract  a  fick- 
]y  afpect,  and  a  rufiet  hue ;  the  traveller, 
broiled  as  he  rides,  haflens  to  his  inn,  and 
intermits  his  journey  j  the  labourer,  bath- 
ed in  fwcat,  drops  the  fcythe,.  and  defifts 
from  his  work  j  the  cattle  flee  to  fome  ma- 
dy  covert,  or  elfe  pant  and  tofs  under  the 
burning  noon.  Even  the  ftubborn  rock, 
fmit  with  the  piercing  beams,  is  ready  to 
cleave.  All  things  languifh  beneath  the 
dazzling  deluge. 


*.  *  *„  ,*  .* 


i 

BEES,      CONTRASTED      WITH     BUTTERFLIES 
AND  SPIDERS. 

THE  bees,  that  nation  of  chymifts !  to 
whom  nature  has  communicated  the 
rare  and  valuable  fecret  of  enriching  them- 
lel ves,  without impoverifliing  others.  Who 
extract  the  rnoft  delicious  fyrup  from  eve- 
ry fragrant  herb,  without  wounding  its  fub- 
ftance,  or  -diminifhing  its  odours. — 1  take 
the  more  notice  of  thefe  ingenious  opera- 
tors, becaufe  I  would  willingly  make  t<hem 
my  pattern  ;  while  the  gay  butterP.y  But- . 
t&rs  her  painted;  wings,  and  ftps  a  little  fan- 
tallic„  delight,  pnly  for  the  prefect  moment ; 
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while,  the  gloomy  fpider,  worfe  than  idly 
bufied,  is  preparing  his  infidious  nets  for 
deftruCtion,  or  fucking  venom,  even  from 
the  molt  wholefome  plant.  This  frugal 
community  are  wifely^  employed  in  provid- 
ing for  futurity,  and  collecting  a  copious 
flock  of  the  '.moil  balmy  treafsres , 


*  *  *~  *  * 


THE    BEAUTIES    OF    A    GARDEN. 

HERE  I  behold,  -afTembled  in  one 
view,  almoft  all  the  various  beauties 
which  have  been  feverally  entertaining  my 
imagination.  :  The  viitas,:  ftruck  througlf- 
an  ancient  wood,- or  formed- fey  rows  of  ve- 
nerable elms,  conducting  the  ipetftator's 
observation  to  fome  remarkable  object,  hr 
leading  th.e  travellers'  footfteps-  to  this  de- 
lightful feat  :— -the  walls,'  enriched'  with 
fruit-trees,  and 'faced c "with'  a:  covering  '  61 
their  leafy  externions,  I  fhoiijd  rather  have 
laid,  hung  wkh  different; pieces  of  nature's 
n&'bleft-  rapeftry''—- -the  walks,  neatly  fcorn, 
and  lined  with  verdure,  ors  finely  fmOothed', - 
and  coated  with  gravel : — the  alleys,  arch-1" 
ed  with  ihades  to  embower  our  noon-tide 
repofe,  or  thrown  open  for  the  free  acelTion 
of  air,  to  invite  us  to  our  evening  recrea- 
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tion  : — the  decent  edgings,  of  box  which 
indole,  like,  a  plain  felvage,  each  beautiful 
compartment,  and  its  fplendid  figures  :-— 
the  fhapely  ever-greens,  and  flowering 
fhrubs,  which  fcrike  the  eye,  and  appear 
with  peculiar  dignity  in  this  diftant  fituati- 
on :— -the  baibn,  with"  its  chryftal  fount, 
floating  in  the  centre,  and  difFufing  an  a- 
greeable  frefnnefs  through  the  whole  :-r- 
the  waters,  falling  from  a  remote,  cafcade, 
'.and  gently  murmuring  as  the*  flow  along 
the  pebble's. 


***** 


THE  EJPE.CT.S  OF. HEAT  AND  .COLD, ,  WITH  A 
REFERENCE  TO  THE  SAVIOUR  OF  THE 
WORLD, 

HEAT,  whofe  burning  influence  parch- 
es the  Lybian  wilds,  tans  into  foot 
the  Ethiopian's  complexion,  and  makes  e- 
very  fpecies  of  life  pant,  and  droop,  and 
languifri.  ,  Cold,  v»'hdfe  icy  breath  glazes 
yearly  the  Ruffian  feas,  often  glues  the  fro- 
zen failor  to  the  cordage-,  and  itiffens  the  tra- 
veller into  a  ftatue  of  rigid  fleili.  He,  who 
fometimes  blends  you  both,  and  produces 
the  moft  agreeable  temperature,  fometimes 
luffers  you  to  act  feparately,  and  rage  with 
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intolerable  feverity.  That  King  of  Hea- 
ven, and  Controuler  of  universal  nature* 
when  dwelling  in  the  tabernacle  of  clay, 
was  expofed  to  chilling,  damps,  and  fmit- 
ten  by  fultry  beams.  The  ftars,  in  their 
midnight  watches,  heard  him  pray ;  and 
the  fun,  in  his  meredian  fervors,  faw  him 
toil. — -Hence  are  our  frozen  hearts  dhTolv- 
ed  into  a  mingled  flow  of  wonder,  love,  and 
joy,  being  confcious  of  a  defiveirante  from 
thofe  infufferable  flames,  which,  kindled  by 
divine  indignation,  burn  to  the  Icweft  hell. 


t<?i  -jO^  •&>  i&i  <^> 


MEADOWS  AND  FIELDS  DESCRIBED,  WITH 
A  RFFERENCE  TO  THE  CREAT  REDEEMER 
OF   MANKIND. 

YE  luxuriant  meadows  ;  he  who,  with- 
out the  feedfman!s  indufti  y,  replenifh- 
es  your  irriguous  .lap,  with  never-failing 
crops  of  herbage,  enamels  their  cheerftil 
green,  with  Mowers  of  eveiy  hue. — Ye  fer- 
tile fields;  he  who  bleHes  the  labours  of  the 
hufoandman,  enriches  your  well-  tilled  plains 
with  waving  harvefts,  and  calls  ford;  the 
ftaffof  life  from  your  furrows.  He,  who 
caufes  both  meadows  and  fields  to  laugh  and 
ling,  for   the   abundance   of  pjenij^ 
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was  no  ftranger  to  corroding  hunger  and 
parching  thirft.  He,  alas  !  eat  the  bitter 
bread  of  woe,  and  had  "  plenteoufnefs  of 
tears  to  drink." — That  we  might  partake  of 
richer  dainties. than  thofe  which  are  produc- 
ed by  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  proceed  from 
•  the  fatnefs  of  the  earth. 


<*>>  •■&*  t&ii  <J0~.  >^&> 


PRECIOUS  STORES  DESCRIBED,  WITH  A  RE 
FERENCE TO  THE    GREAT  CREATOR. 

YE  beds  of  gems,  toy-fhops  of  nature  ! 
which  form,  in  dark  retirement,  the 
glittering  Hone.  Diamonds  that  fparkle 
with  a  brilliant  water,  rubies  that  glow- with 
a  crimfon  flame,  emeralds  dipped  in  the 
frefheft  verdure  of  Spring,  fapphires  decked 
with  the  fai reft  drapery  of  thefky,  topaz  em- 
blazed with  a  golden  gleam,  amethyft  im- 
purpled  with  the  blufhes  of  the  morning.-^-- 
He  who  tinctures  the  metallic  dufb,  and 
confolidates  the  lucid  drop  ;  he,  when  fo- 
journing  on  earth,  had  no  riches,  but  the 
riches  of  difinterefted  benevolence  ;  had 
no  ornament,  but  the  ornament  of  unfpot- 
ted  purity. 
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A    DESCRIPTION    OF    THE    SILK    WORM. 

HALL  I  mention  the  annimal  which 
lpins  her  foft,  her  Alining,  her  exqui- 
iitely  fine  filken  thread  ?  whole  matchlefs 
manufactures  lend  an  ornament  to  grandeur, 
and  make  royalty  itfelf  more  magnificent. — 
Shall  I  take  notice  of  the  cell,  in  which, 
when  the  gaity.  and  bufinefs  of  life  are  over, 
the  little  reclufe  immures  herfelf,  and  fpends 
the  remainder  of  her  days  in  retirement  ? 
Shall  I  rather  obferve  the  fepulchfe,  which, 
when  cloyed  with  pleafure  and  weary  of  the 
world,  fne  prepares  for  her  own  interment  ? 
Or  how,  when  afcatcd  period. is  elaofed,  fhe 
wakes  from  a  death-like  inactivity,  breaks 
the  inclofure  of  her  tomb,  throws  off  the 
duiky  fliroud,  affumes  a  new  form,  puts  on 
a  more  fumptuous  array,  and,  from  an  in- 
fect creeping  on  the  ground,  becomes  a 
winged  inhabitant  of  the  air. 


********** 


THE    HAPPINESS    OF      GLORIFIED     SPIRITS. 

YE  fpirits  of  jyft  men,   made  perfect, 
who  are  reieafed  from  the  burden  of 
the  flefh  •>  and  freed  from  all  the  vexatious 
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folicitations  of  corruption  in  yourfelves,  de- 
livered from  all  the  injurious  effects  of  in- 
iquity in  others.  Who  fojourn  no  longer 
in  the  tents  of  ftrife,  or  the  territories  of 
diforder,  but  are  received  into  that  pure, 
harmonious,  holy  fociety,  where  every  one 
acts  up  to  his  amiable  and  exalted  charact- 
er, where  God  himfelf 'is  pleafed  gracioully 
and  immediately  to  prefide. — Yeu  find  not 
without  pleaung  aftonifhment,  your  hopes 
improved  into  actual  enjoyment,  and  your 
faith  fuperfeded  by  the  beatific  vifion.  You 
feel  all  your  former  fhynefs  of  behaviour, 
happily  loft  in  the  overflowings  of  unbound- 
ed love,  and  all  your  little  differences  of 
opinion  entirely  bore  down  by  tides  cf  in- 
variable truth. 


##*«#**■«•*■  - 


EVENING    THE 


'VfJJ         wf\D         ftBBt    »•««.«, 


THE  evening,  drawing  her  fables  over 
the  world,  and  gently,  darkening  in- 
to night,  is  a  feafon  peculiarly  proper  for 
fedate  confederation.  .  All  circumftances 
concur  to  huih  our  pafnons,  and  footh  our 
cares ;  to  tempt  our  fteps  abroad,  and 
prompt  our  thoughts  to  fericus  reflection,- 
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A    PLEASANT     RURAL     WALK      DESCRIBED. 

THE  bufihefs  of  the  day  difpatched, 
and  the  fultry  heats  abated,  invited, 
me  to  the  recreation  of  a  walk.  A  walk,  in 
one  of  the  fineft  recefTes  of  the  country, 
and  in  one  of  the  moil  plea.fant  evenings 
which  the  fummer  feafon  produced. 

The  limes  and  elms,  uniting  their  branch- 
es over  my  head,  formed  averdant  canopy, 
and  caft  a  molt  refrefhin^  made.  Under 
my  feet  lay  a  carpet  of  nature's  velvet; 
grafs  intermingled  with  mofs,  and  embroi- 
dered with  flowers.  Jeffamines  in  conjunc- 
tion with  wcodbines,  twined  around  the* 
trees, -displaying  their  artlefs  beauties  to 
the  eye,  and  diffufing  their  delicious  fwcets 
through  the  air.  On  either  fide,  the 
boughs,  rounded  into  a  fet  of  regular  arch- 
es, opened  a  view  into  the  diftant  fields,  and  - 
prefentcd  me  with.a  profpecl  of  the  bending 
fkies.  The  little  birds,  all  joyous  and 
grateful  for  the  favours  of  the  light,  were 
paying  their  acknowledgments  in  a  tribute 
of  harmony,  and  foothing  themielves  to  reft  - 
with  fongs.  While  a  French  horn  from  a 
neighbouring  feat,  lent  its  .melodious  ac- 
cents, foftened  by  the  length  of  their  paf- 
fage,-  to  complete  the  concert,  of  the 
•rove^ . 
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THE     BLESSINGS     OF    LIBERTY    AND      PRO- 
PERTY. 

LIBERTY,  that  deareft  of  names,  and 
property,  that  belt,  of  charters,  give 
an  additional,  an  inexpreftible  charm  to  e- 
very  delightful  object. — See  how  the  declin  - 
ing  fun  has  beautified  the  weftern  clouds  ; 
has  arrayed  them  in  crimfon,  and  fkirted 
them  with  gold.  Such  a  refinement  of  our 
domeflic  blii$,is  property  -,  fuch  an  improve- 
ment of  our  public  privileges,  is  liberty. — 
When  the  lamp  of  day  mall  withdraw  his 
beams,  there  will  ilill  remain  the  fame  col- 
lection of  floating  vapours  ;  but  O  !  how 
changed,  how  gloomy !  the  carnation  ftreaks 
are  faded  ;  the  golden  edgings  are  worn  a- 
way  j  and  all  the  lovely  tinges  are  loft  in  a 
leaden-coloured  louring  fadnefs.  Such 
would  be  the  afpect.  of  all  thefe  fcenes  of 
beauty,  and  all  thefe  abodes  of  pleafure,  if 
expofed  continually  to  the  caprice  of  arbi- 
trary fway. 
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A    DESCRIPTION    OF    SUNSET. 

*KE  fun  has  almoft  flniihed  his  daily- 
race,  and  haftens  to  the  goal.  He 
clefcends  lower  and  lower,  till  his  chariot- 
wheels  ieem  to  hover  on  the  utmofl  verge 
of  the  fky.  What  is.  fomewhat  remarka- 
ble, the  orb  of  light,  upon  the  point  of  let- 
ting, grows  considerably  broader.  The  fha- 
jIows  of  objects,  juft  before  they  become 
blended  in  undiftinguiihable  darknefs,  are 
exceedingly  lengthened.- — Like  bleffings, 
little  prized,  while  pofTefTed ;  but  highly  e- 
iieemed,  the  very  initant  they  are  prepar- 
ed for  their  flight  y  bitterly  regretted  when 
once  they  are  gone  and  to  be  feen  no  more. 

The  radiant  globe  is,  now,  half  immerfed 
beneath  the  dufky  earth.  Or,  as  the  anci- 
ent poets  fpeak,  is  mooting  into  the  ocean, 
and  finks  into,  the  weitern  fea.  And  could 
I  view  the  fea,.  at  this  junclure,  it  would 
ield  a  moil  amufing  and  curious  fpectable. 
iTht  rays,'  finking  horizontally  on  the  li- 
quid element,  give  it  the  appearance  of 
floating  glafs ;  or  reflected  in  many  a  differ- 
ent direction,  from  a  beautiful  multiplicity 
®f  colours. — A  ftranger,  as. he  walks  alcng 
the  fandy  beach,  and,  loft  in  penfive  atten- 
tion, liftens;  to  the  murmurings  of  the  reft-  ■ 
lefs  flood,  is  agreeably  alauned  by  the  gay 
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decorations  of  the  furfacc.  With  entertain- 
ment, and  with  wonder,  he  fees  the  curling 
waves  here  glifteningwith-white,there  glow- 
ing with  purple  -,  in  one  place,  wearing,  an 
auzure  tincture,  in  another,  glancing  a  caft 
of  undulating  green;  in  the  whole,,  exhibit- 
ing a  piece  of  fluid  fcenery,  that  may  vie 
with  yonder  pencil  tapiftries,  though 
wrought  in  the  loom,  and  tinged-  with,  the 
dyes  of  heaven. 


l&\l&*  t^Jt^J  t^v 


THE-  APPEARANCE  OF  NATURE  AFTER  SUN- 
SET.    . 

THE  great  luminary  is  {link  beneath  the 
horizon,  and  totally  difappears.     The 
whole   face  of   the  ground   is  overfpread 
witk  fhades,  or  with,  what  one  of  the  fineft 
painters  of  nature  calls,  a  dun  obfcurity.     On- 
ly a  few  very   fuperior  eminences  are  tipt 
with  dreaming  filver.     The  tops  of  groves, 
and  lofty  towers,  catch  the  laft  fmiles  of  day, 
are  ftill  irradiated  by  the  departing  beams. 
But  O  I   how   tranfient   is  the  diitinction  ! 
how  momentary  the  gift !  like  all  the  blef- 
fings,  which  mortals  enjoy  below,  it  is  gone, 
almoft  as  foon  as  granted.     See  !   how  Ian- 
guifrongly  it   trembles  on  the  leafy  fpire  ; 
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and  glimmers,  with  a  dying  faintnefs,  on 
the  mountain's  brow.  The  little  vivacity 
that  remains,  decays  every  momeni.  It  can 
no  longer  hold  its  itatiori.  While  I  {peak, 
it  expires ;  and  renVns  the  world  to  the  gra- 
dual approaches  of  night. 

Every  object,  a  little  while  ago,  glared 
with  light ;  but  now,  all  appears  under  a 
more  qualified  luftre.  The -animals  har- 
monize with  the  infenfible  creation  ;  and 
what  was  gay  in  thofe,  as  well  as  glittering 
in  this,  gives  place  to  an  univerfal  gravity. 
In  the  meadows,  all  was  jocund  and  fportive ; 
but  now  the  o-amefome  lambs  are  grown 
weary  of  their  frolicks,  and  the  tired  fhep-< 
herd  has  impofed  filence  on  his  pipe.  In 
the  branches,  all  was  fprightlinefs  and  fong  j 
but  now  the  lively  green  is  wrapt  in -the  de-' 
fcending  glooms,  and  no  tuneful  airs  are 
heard,  only  the  plaintive  flock-dove,  cooing 
mournfully  through  the  grove. 


t&3,t01  t^>3  5^-J  t^*»  ' 


INTERESTING  REFLECTIONS-ON"  THE  C£OSE: 
OF  DAY. 

SHOULD  I  now  be  vain  and  trifling,  the 
.heavens  and  the  earth  would  rebuke  my- 
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*infeafonable  levity.  Therefore,  be  thefe 
moments  devoted  to  thoughts,  fedate,  as 
the  clofingday,  folemn,  as  the  face  of  things. 
And,  indeed,  however  my  focial  hours  are 
enlivened  with  innocent  pleafantry ;  let  eve- 
ry evening,  in  her  fable  habit,  toll  the  bell 
to  ferious  confideration.  Nothing  can  be 
more  proper  for  a  perfon  who  walks  on  the" 
borders  of  eternity,  and  is  hailing  continual- 
ly to  his  final  audit.;  nothing  more  proper 
than  daily  to  flip  away  from  the  circle  of  a- 
mufements,  and  frequently  to  relinquiih  the 
the  hurry  of  bufinefs,  in  order  to  confider 
and  adjure  "  the.  things  that  belong  to  his 
peace." 


LO^  10*1  <^S  t^5  t<5?T 


THE     COOLNESS    OF     EVENING     TWILIGHT, 
AND   ITS  BENEFITS. 

AFTER  all  the  ardors  of-the  fultry  day, 
hov/  reviving  is  thiscoolnefs  ! — This 
gives  new1  verdure  to  the  fading  plants;  new- 
vivacity' to  the  withering  flowers;  and  a 
more  exquifite  fragrance  to  their  mingled 
fcents. — By  this,  the  air  alfo  receives  a  new 
force,  and  is  qualified  to  exert  itfelf  with 
greater  activity. — This  I  might  call  the 
gEand  alembec  of  nature,  which  diftils  her- 
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men:  fovereign  cordial,  the  refreshing  dews. 
IncefTent  heat  would  rob  Us  of  their  benefi- 
cial agency,  and  oblige  them  to  evaporate 
in  imperceptible  exhalations.  Turbulent 
winds,  or  even  the  gentler  motions  of  Au- 
rora's fan,  would  diffipate  the  riling  vapours, 
and  not  fuffer  them  to  form  a  coalition. — 
But, " favoured  t>y  the  flillnefs,  and  condenf- 
ed  by  the  coolhefs  of  the  night,  they  unite 
in  pearly  drops,,  create  that  finely  tempered 
humidity,  which  cheers  the  vegetable  world, 
as  fieep  exhilirates  the  animal. 


y+-F-{-H-}"H"H"H- 


THE  ADVANTAGES  Of    SCLITUpE. 

THE  world  is  a  troubled  ocean;  anp 
who  can  erect  ftable  purpoles,  on  its 
flif&uating  waves  r  The  world  is  afchool  of 
wrong,  and  who  does  not  feel  himfeif  warp- 
ing- to  its  penicious  influences  ?  on  this  fea 
of  glafs,  how  infenfibly  we  Aide  from  our 
own  ftedfaftnefs  !  fome  facred  truth,  which 
was  ftruck  in  lively  characters  on  our  fouls, 
is  obfcured,  if  not  obliterated.  Some  wor- 
thy refolution,  which  heaven  had  wrought 
in  our  breaiis,  is  fhaken  if  not  overthrown. 
Some  inticing  vanity;  which  we  had.folemn- 
ly  renounced,  again  practifeS'  its   wiles,  a- 
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gain  captivates  cur  affections.  How  often 
has  an  ui:. vary  glance  kindled  a  fever  of  ir- 
regular defire  in  our  hearts  ?  how  often  has 
a  word  of  applaufe  dropt  Jufcious  poifon  in- 
to our  ears  i  cr  fome  difrefpectful  exprefTion 
raifed  a  guft  of  paffipn  into  our  bofoms  ?  our 
innocence  is  of  fo  tender  a  conftitution,  that 
it  furTers  in  the  promifcuous  croud.  Our  pu- 
rity is  of  fo  delicate  a  complexion,  that  it 
fcarce  touches  on  the  world,  without  con- 
trading  a  ftaic.  We  fee,  we  hear,  with  pe- 
ril. r 

But  here  fafety  dwells.  Every  medling 
and  intrufive  avocation  is  fecluded.  Si- 
lence holds  the  door  againft  the  itrifetoI 
tongues,  and  all  the  impertinences  .of  idle 
converfation.  The  bufy  fwarm  of  vain  i-« 
mages,  and  cajoling  temptations  which  be- 
fet  us,  with  a  buzzing  importunity,  amidft 
the  gaities  of  life,  are  chafed  by  thefe  thick- 
ening fhades. — -Here  I  may,  without  difturb- 
ance,  commune  with  my  own  heart,  and 
learn  the  belt  of  fciences,  to  know  myfelf. 
Here  the  foul  may  rally  her  diffipated  pow- 
ers, and  grace  recover  its  native  energy. — 
This  is  the  opportunity  to  rectify  every  e- 
vil  imprehlon,  to  expel  the  poifon,  and 
guard  againit  the  contagion  of  corrupting 
examples.  This  is  the  place  where  i  may, 
with  advantage,  apply  myfelf  to  flibdue  the 
rebel  within,-  and  Le  mailer,  not  of  a  fceptre, 


iBo  BEAUTIES  of  HERVEY-. 

but  of  myfelf. — Throng  then,  ye  ambitious, 
the  levees  of  the  powerful  $  I  will  be  punc- 
tual in  my  afTrgnatiohs  with  iblitude.  To 
a  mincl  intent  upon  its  own  improvement, 
foli tude  has  charms  incomparably  more  en- 
gaging than  the  entertainments  prefented  in 
the  theatre,  or  the  honours  conferred  in  the 
drawing  room.         '    /"''-" 


THE    BENEFITS    OF    AFFLICTION. 

f  HEN  fickriefs  has  drawn  a  veil  o- 
'  ver  the  gaity  of  our  hearts,  when 
misfortunes  have  eclipfed  the  fplendor 
of  our  outward  circumftances,  how  many 
important  convicHons  prefent  themfelves 
with  the  -brighter!  evidence!  Under  the 
funmjne  of  ^profperity,  they  lay  undifcover- 
ed  •>  but,  when  fome  intervening  cloud  has 
darkened  the  fcene,  they  emerge  from  their 
obfcurity,  and  even  glitter  upon  our  minds. 
Then  the  world,  that  delufive  cheat,  confef- 
fcs  her  emptinefs :  but  Jefus,  the  bright 
and  morning  ftar,  beams  forth  with  inimi- 
table luftre.  Then,  vice  lbfes  all  her  falla- 
cious: allurements  ■,  that  painted  ftrumpet  is 
horrible  as  the  hags  of  hell  j  but  virtue,  de- 
fpifed  virtue,  gains  lovelinefs  from  a  louring 
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providence,  and  treads  the  ihades  with  more 
than  mortal  charms.  May  this  reconcile 
me,  and  all  the  fons  of  for  row,  to  our  ap- 
pointed mare  of  furTering  ;  if  tribulation 
tend  ;to  difiipate  the  inward  darknefs,  and 
pour  heavenly  dew  upon  our  minds  ;  wel- 
come dr^refs,  welcome  difappointment, wel- 
come whatever  our  froward  flefh  or  peevifh 
paflions-,  would  mijcall  calamities.  t'hefe 
light  afflitl ions  which  are  but  for  a  moment, 
mall  fit  eafy  upon  our  fpirits,  fince  they  be- 
friend our  knowledge,  promote  our  faith — - 
and  fo,  "  work  out  for  us  a  far  more  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory" 


'  t&~>  t&~.  i&i  t^J  ttfr 

BARKNESSAND  LIGHT   CONTRASTED. 

HOW  has  this  darknefs  fnatched  everf 
fplendid  and  graceful  object  from  my 
fight !  It  has  dafhed  the  fponge  over  the  pic- 
tures of  fpring,  and  deftroyed  all  the  deli- 
cate diftin&ions  of  things.  Where  are  now 
the  fine  tinges,  which  fo  lately  charmed  me 
from  the  glowing  parterre  ?  The  blufh  is 
ftruek  out  from  the  cheeks  of  the  rofe  j  and 
the  fnowy  hue  is  dropt  from  the  lily.  I  cart 
my  eyes  towards  a  magnificent  feat  -,  but  the 
afpiring  columns,  and  fair  expanded  front, 
are  mingled  in   rude  confufion.     Without 
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the  fun,  all  the   elegance  of  the  blooming 
world,  is  a  mere  blank  -,  all  the  fymetry   of 
architecture,  is  z.Jhapelefs  heap. 


#     *     #     #     i 


THE  WORKINGS    OF    FANCY  IN  SLEEK 

FANCY,  extravagant  fancy,  leads  the 
mind  through  a  maze  of  vanity.  The 
head  is  crowded  with  falfe  images,  and  tan- 
talized with,  the  moft  ridiculous  mifappre- 
henfions  of  things.  Some  are  expatiating 
amidft  fairy  fields,  and  gathering  garlands  ef- 
vifionaryblifs  ;  while  their  bodies  are  ftretch- 
ed  on  a  wifp  of  ftraw,  and  flickered  by  the 
cobwebs  of  a  barn.  Others,  quite  infenfi- 
ble  of  their  rooms  of  ftate,  are  mourning  in 
a  doleful  dungeon,  or  ftruggling  with  the 
raging"  billows.  Perhaps  with  haftyfteps, 
they  climb  the  craggy  Cliff,  and,  with  real 
anxiety,  My  from  the  imaginary  danger — or 
elie,  benumbed  with  fudden  fear,  and  find- 
ing themfelves  unable  to  efcape,  they  give 
up  at  once  their  hopes,  and  their  efforts  \  and 
though,  reclined  on  a  couch  of  ivory,  are 
.finking,  all  helplefs  and  diftreffed,  in  the  fu- 
rious whirlpool. 
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AN       ADDRESS       TO       THE      VOTARIES     OF 
MIRTH. 

Ot  T  H  A  T  the  votaries  of  mirth, 
whofe  life  is  a  continued  round  of 
merriment  and  whim,  would  heftow  one  fe- 
rious  reflection  on  the  variety  of  human 
woes  !  It  might  teach  them  to  be  lefs  ena- 
moured with  the  few  languid  fweets  that 
are  thinly  fcattered  through'  this  vale  -of 
tears,  and  environed  with  fuch  a  multitude 
of  ragged  thorns.  It  might  teach  them  no 
longer  to  dance  away  their  years  with  a  gid- 
dy rambling  impulfe,  but  to  afpire  with  a 
determined  aim,  after  thofe  happy  regions, 
where  delights,  abundant  and  unembittered, 
flow. 

»  *  *   *  # 


THE    FOLLY    OF  THE  ADVOCATES  FOR  \rlZZ 
AND    SENSUALITY. 

SOME  are  profiituting  their  reputation,- 
and  facrificing  their  peace,  to  the 
gratification  of  their  lufts  ;  fapping  the  foun- 
dation 01  their  health,  in  debaucheries ;  or 
fhipwrecking  the  interefts  of  their  families 
in  their  bowls.  And,  what  is  worfe,  are  for- 
feiting the  joys  of  an  eternal  heaven,  for  tkev 
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y^/Jf?.dsfac~tiens  of  the  beaft  ;  for  the  tran- 
sitory formations  of  an  hour.  Ye  (laves  of 
appetite,  how  far  am  I  from  envying  your 
grefs  fenmalities,  and  voluptuous  revels ! 
little,  ah  !  little  are  you  fenfible,  that,  while 
indulgence  ihowers  her  rofes,  and  luxury 
diffufes  her  odours,  they  fcatter  poifons  al- 
io, and  (lied  unheeded  bane.  Evils,  incom- 
parably more  malignant  than  the  wormwood 
and  gall  cf  the  (harped  affliction. — Since 
death  is  in  the  drunkard's  cup,  and  worie 
than  peignards  in  the  harlot's  embrace. 


#■#*##-###-## 


THE    PROPER.-   SPHERE    OF    REASON. 

I  AM  far  from  decrying  that  noble  facul- 
ty of  reafon,  when  exerted  in  her  proper 
fpliere  ;  when  acting  in  a  deferential Jubcrdi- 
naiicn  to  the  revealed  will  of  Heaven  * 
While  fhe  exereif? s  her  powers  within  thefe 
appointed  limits,  ihe  is  unfpeakably  fervice- 
able,  and  cannot.be  too  tndullrioufly  culti- 
vated. But  when  fhe  fets  up  herfelf  in 
frcud  ccnlradijiihuiLK  to  the  facred  oracles  j 
wkenj  ail-arrogant  and  felf-fufficient,  fhe 
{ays  to  the  worclcf  fcripture  I  have  no  need 
of  then;  me  is  thcn>.I  mult  be  bold  to  main- 
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tain,  not  only  a  glow-worm,  but  an  ignis  fa  - 
tuus,  not. only  a  bubble,  but  a  faare. 


*'********* 


TH!     TENDENCY,    OF'  NOVELS,     ROMANCES  . 
AND   THEATRICAL   AMUSEMENTS. 

THE  generality  of  our  modern  roman- 
ces, novels  and  theatrical  entertain- 
ments, are  commonly  calculated  to  inflame 
a  wanton  fancy.  Or,  if  conducted  with  fo 
much  modefty,  as  not  to  debauch  the  af- 
fections ;  they  pervert  the  judgment,  and 
bewilder  the  tafte.  Ry  their  incredibie  ad-  - 
ventures,  their  extravagant  parade  of  gal- 
lantry, and  their  characters,  widely  different . 
from  truth  and  nature,  they  infp ire  fbolifh 
conceits,  beget  idle  expectations,  introduce 
a  difguit  of  genuine  hiltory,  and  indifpofe 
their  admirers  to  acquiefce  in  the  decent  civi- 
lities, or  to  reiiih  the  fiber  fatisfa-fHons-  of 
common  life. 


<1 
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A    VIEW     OF    RURAL     NATURE     BY     MOON? 
LIGHT. 

NOW  the  moon  is  rifen,  and  has  collect- 
ed all  her  beams,  thcveil  is  taken  off 
from  the  countenance  of  .nature.  I  fee  the 
recumbent:  flocks;  I  fee  the  preen  hedge- 
rows,-though  without  the  feathered  chorifr 
ters,  hopping  from  fpray  to.fpray.  In  lhort, 
I  fee  once  again  the  world's  great  picture  ; 
not  indeed  in  its  late  lively  colours,  but 
more  delicately  JJjaded,  and  arrayed  in  Jofter 
charms,: 

What,  a  majejiicjcene  is  here  !  the  moon, 
like  an  immenfe  cryftal  lamp,  pendent  in, 
the  magnificent  ceiling  of  the  heavens.— 
The  liars,  like  fo  many  thoufands'  of  golden 
tapers,  fixed  in  their  azure-  fcckets.  All 
pouring  their  luftre  on  fpacicus  cities,  and 
lofty  mountains,  glittering,  on  the  ccean, 
gleaming  en  the  fcreft,  and  opening  aprcf- 
pe cr,  wide  as  the  eye  can  glance,  mcie  vari- 
ous than  fancy  can  paint. 
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THE  BENEFITS  OF  MOONLIGHT. 

WELCOME,  thrice  welcome,  this-\ 
aufpicious  gift  of  Providence,  to 
enliven  the  nocturnal  gloom,'  and  line  with 
filver  the  raven-coloured  mantle  of  night,!  • 
How  defirable  to  have  ourfummer  evenings 
illuminated  !  that  we  may  be  able  to  tread 
the  dewy  meads,  and  breathe  the  delicious 
fragrance  of  our  gardens  -,  efpecially  when 
the  fulcry  heats  render  it  irkfome  and  fati- 
guing, to  walk  a  broad  by  day. — How  cheer- 
ing to  the  fhepherd,  the  ufe  of  this  univer- 
ial  lantern  j  .  as  he  tends  his  fleecy  charge, 
or  late  configns  them  to  their  hurdled  cots ! 
How  comfortable  and  how  advantageous,  to 
the  mariner,  as  he  -ploughs- the,  midnight 
main,  to  adjuft  the .  tackling,  to  explore  his 
way,  and,  under  the  influence  of  this  beam- 
ing fconce,  to  ayoid  the  fatal  rock  !  This  ce- 
lellial  attendant  is  molt  exafitly  punftual,  at  all 
the  flated  periods  of  her  miniftration.  If  we 
choofe  to  prolong  our  journey,  after  the  fun 
is  gone  down,  .the  moon,  during  her  whole 
increafe,  is  always  ready  to  act  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  guide.  It  we  are  inclined  to  fet 
out  very  early  in  the  morning  ;  the  moon 
in  her  decreafe  prevents  the  dawn,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  offer  her  afftftance.  And  becaufe  it. 
is  fo  pleafant  a  thing,  for  the  eyes  to  behold 
the  light,  the  mcon  at  her  full,  by  acourfe . 


i88  BEAUTIES  oy  HERVEY.- 

of  unintermitted   waiting,   gives  us,  as  it 
were,  a  double  day. 


*  •*   *   #   -* 


A  WALK  BY  MOONLIGHT,  W£TH  THE  EF- 
FECTS OF  NOCTURNAL  DARKNESS  ON 
RURAL    SCENES.     ,  £ 

I   EX  CHANGE  the  nice  retreats  of  art 
for  the  noble  theatre  of  nature.     Inftead 
of  meafuring  my  fteps,  under  the  covert  of 
an  arbour,  let  me  range  along    the  fummit 
of  this  gently  riling  hill.     There  is  no  need 
of  the  leafy  made,  finCethe  fun  has  quitted 
the  horizon,  and  withdrawn  his  fcorching 
Beams.     But  fee  how  advantages  and  incon- 
veniencies  are  ufually  linked,  and  chequer 
our  affairs  below  !  if  the  annoying  heat  cea- 
fes,  the  landfcape,  and  its  pleafing  fcenes, 
are  alio  removed.     The  majefdc  caftle,  and 
the  louly  cottage,  are  vanifhed    together. 
I  have-  loft  the  afpiring   mountain,    and  its- 
ruffet  brow  j  I  look  round,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  for  the  humble   vale  and  its  flowery 
lap.     The  plains,   whitened    with    flocks, 
and  the  heath  yellow  with  furze,  difappear. 
The  advancing  night  has  wrapt  in  darknefs 
the  long  extended  forehand  drawn  her  man- 
tle, over  the  winding  of  tke  filverfiream, 
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A  VIEW    OP    THE  STARRY  HfcAVJLNS. 

ERE  I  enjoy  a  fret-  view  of  the  whole 
hemifphere,  withcut:  any.  obftacle 
from  below  to  confine  the  exploring  eyey 
or  any  cloud  from  above,  to  overcaft  the 
fpacious  concave.  'T is  true;  the  lively 
vermilion,  which  fo.  lately  ftreaked  the 
chambers  of  the  weft,  is  all  faded.  But  the 
planets,  one  after  another,  light  up  their 
lamps  ;  the  {tars  advance,  in  their  glittering 
train  ;  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  luminaries 
launch  forth  in  fuccef&ve  fplendors  j  and  the 
whole  firmament  is  kindling  into  the  moll 
beautiful  glow.  The  bluenefs  of  the  sether, 
heightened  bythefeafon  of  the  year,  and 
ftill  more  enlivened  by  the  abfence  of  the 
moon,  gives  thofe  gems  of  heaven  the 
ftrongeft  luftre. 


J    t  J,  .1    f.  LXJ    / l. 

™    i  ™  T  I  TT  r  i    r 

A  DESCRIPTION     OF   A    FROSTY  XICHT   AND- 
MORNING. 

THE  fober  evening  advances  to  clofe 
the  fhoft-lived  day.  The  firmament, 
clear-  and  unfullied  puts  on  its  brighteft  blue. 
The  ftars,  in  thronging  multitudes,  and 
with  a  peculiar  brilliancy,  glitter  through 
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the  fair  expanfc.     While  the  froft  pours  its 
fubtle  and  penetrating  influence  all  around. 
Sharp  and  intenfely  fevere,  all  the  long  night 
the  rigid  sether   continues    its  operations. 
When,    late  and  flow,  the   morning  opens 
her  pale  eye,  mwhat  a  curious  and  amufing 
diiguife  is  nature  drefled  !   the  icicles,  jag- 
ged and  uneven,  are  pendent  on  the  houfes. 
A  whitim  film  incrufts  the  windows,  where 
mimic  landfcapes  rile,  and  fancied  figures 
fwell.     The  fruitful  fields,  are  hardened  to 
iron;  the  moiftened  meadows  are  congealed 
to  marble ;  and  both  refound  (an  effect  un- 
known before )  with  thepeafant's  hafty  tread. 
The  ftream  is  arretted  in  its  career,  and  its 
overflowing  furface  chained  to   the   banks. 
The  fluid  paths  become  a  folid  road,  where 
the  finny  fhcals   were  wcat  to  rove,  the 
fportive  youth  Aide,  or  the  rattling  chariots 
roll. 
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THE  EFFECTS  OF    FROST  ON  NAT(/ItBf  WITH 
MORAL    REFLBCTIONS. 

THE  air  is  all  ferenity .  Refined  by  the 
nitrous  particles,  it  affords  the  moil 
diilincl:  views  and  extcnfive  profpects.  The 
feeds  of  infection  are  killed,  and  the  pefti- 
lence  deftroyed  even  in  embryo.  So  the 
cold  of  affliction  tends  to  mortify  our  cor- 
ruptions, and  fubdue  our  vicious  habits.-— 
The  crouding  atmofphere,  Conftringes  our 
bodies,  and  braces  our  nerves.  The  ipirits 
are  buoyant,  and  fally  brifkly  on  the  exe*. 
cution  of  their  office .  Now,  none  loiters 
in  his  path  j  none  is  feen  with  folded  arms. 
All  is  in  motion  ;  all  is  activity.  Choice, 
prompted  by  the  weather,  fupplies  the  fpur 
of  neceftity.  Thus,  the  rugged  fchool  of 
misfortune  often  trains  up  the  mind  to  a 
vigorous  exertion  of  its  faculties.  The 
bleak  climate  of  adverfity  often  infpirits  us 
with  a  manly  refolution.  When  a  foft  and 
downy  affluence,  perhaps,  would  have  relax- 
ed all  the  general  fpring  of  the  foul,  and  have 
left  it  enervated  with pleafure,  or  diffolved 
in  indolence. 
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FROSTY*  WINDS,  AND  THEIR    BANEFUL    IN* 
'  FLUENCES, 

COLD  cometh  out  of  the  north.  The 
winds  having  fwept  thofe  defarts  of 
mow,  arm  themfelves  with  millions  of  fro- 
zen particles,  and  make  a  fierce  defcent 
upon  our  ifle.  Under  black  and  fcowling 
clouds,  they  drive  dreadfully  whizzing 
through  the  darkened  air.  They  growl 
around  our  houfes  j  affault  our  doors  ,  and, 
eager  for  entrance,  .fallen  on  our  windows. 
Walls  can  fcarce  reflrain  them,  bars  are  una- 
ble to' exclude  them  3  through  every  cranny 
they  force  their  way.  Ice  is  on  their  v  ings; 
they  fcatter  agues  through  the  land ; 
and  winter,  all  winter,  rages  as  they 
go.  Their  breath  is  as  a  fearing  iron  to 
the  little  verdure,  left  in  the  plains.  Vail- 
ly  more  pernicious  to  the  tender  plants  than 
the  fharpelT.  knife  j  they  kill  their  branches, 
-and  wound  the  very  root. 


'  't&i  \&\  \J&1  K&i  K&i 


A  SHOWER  OF  HAIL    DESCRIBED. 

F  the   fnow  compofes  the    light-armed 
troops  of  the  Iky,  methinks  the -hail  con- 
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iritutes  its  heavy  artillery.  When  driven 
by  a  vehement  wini,  with,  what  dreadful 
impetuoflty  does  that  ftony  mower  fall  !  how- 
it  rebounds  from  that  frozen  ground;, 
and  rattles  on  the  refounding  dome  !  k  at- 
tenuates the  rivers  into  fmoke,  or  fco  urges 
them  into  foam.  It  crufhes  the  infant  flow- 
ers ,  cuts  in  pieces  the  gardiner's  early- 
plants,  and  batters  the  feeble  fortification 
of  his  glares  into  fbivers.  It  darts  into  the 
traveller's  face  :  he  turns,  with  hade,  from 
theftrokejor  feels  on  his  cheek,  for  the 
gufhing  blood.  If  he  would  retreat  in  tot, 
the  houfe,  it  follows  him  even  thither  ;  and, 
like  a  determined  enemy  that  pufhes  the  pur- 
suit, dafhes  through  the  crackling  panes, 


************ 


DESCRIPTION    OF  A   RAINBOW. 

BEHOLD  a  bow  of  no  hoitile  intention ! 
a  bow  painted  in  variegated  colours 
on  the  disburdened  cloud.  How  van:  is  the 
exwnt,  how  delicate  the  texture  of  that 
fhowery  arch  !  it  compavTeth  the  heavens 
with  a  glorious  circle,  and  teaches  us  to  for- 
get the  horrors,  of  the  ftorm.  Elegant  its 
fofrn,  and  rich  its  texture  ;  but  more  delight- 
fur  its  lacred  iignificancy.  While  the  vio- 
R  t 
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let  and  the  rofe  blufh  in  its  beautiful  afpefrj, 
the  olive-branch  fmiles  in  its  gracious  im- 
port. It  writes,  in  radiant  dyes,  what  the 
angels  fung  in  harmonious  ftrains  ;  u  peace 
on  earth  good  will  towards  men."  It  is  the 
ftamp  of  infurance,  for  the  continuance  of 
feedtime  and  harvefl  ;  for  the  prefervation 
and  fecurity  of  the  vifible  world. 


■H-H-H-H-H- 


THE 
ONLY  METHOD  OF     REFORMING     SINNERS. 

F  ever  a  reformation  is  produced,  it  mull, 
under  the  influences  of  the  eternal  Spirit, 
be  produced  by  the  doctrines  of  free  grace, 
and  j unification  through  a  Redeemer's  righ- 
teoumefs.  Till  thefe  doctrines  are  gener- 
ally inculcated,  the  moll  eloquent  harangues 
from  the  pulpit,  or  the  moll  correcl  differ- 
tations  from  the  prefs,  will  be  no  better 
than  a  pointlef*  arrow  and   a  broken   bow. 
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TOO  TRUE    A    PICTURE    OF    THE     PRESENT 

AGE, 

F  indolence,  avarice,  and  venality  -,  if 
pleafure,  luxury,  and  prodigality  $  if 
youth  without  principles,  tradefmen  with- 
out honefty,  ani  nobles  without  honour  j  if 
thefe  are  allowed  to  be,  either  provoking 
immoralities,  or  fatal  fymptoms,  I  fear  the 
ruin  cf  England  cannot  be  far  off. 


V^>  i^>3  «?~.  t^)  '_£»» 


CHRIST    COMPARED  TO  RIVERS  OF  WATER, 

Na  dry  place,  burnt  up  for  want  of  moi- 
fture,  nothing  is  fo  defirable,  nothing  fo 
re'refiiing  as  water.  To  the  poor  finful  foul, 
of  whofe  condition  the  parched  ground  is  a 
fit  refemblance,  Chrift  (hall  be,  not  barely 
as  the  morning  dew,  not  barely  as  the  tran- 
fient  fhower,  but  as  a  river  •,  >yea,  as  rivers 
of  water,  that  flow  in '  copious  and  never 
failing  dreams  through  the  thirfty  foil.  Ma- 
king; even  the  fandv  defart,  preen  with  her- 
bage,   and  gay  with  flowers. 
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THE      SECURITY   OF   BELIEVERS     IN.    JZSVS. 

HOULD  ye  be  purfued  by  a  conquer- 
_  i  ing  foe,  determined  to.  cut  you  in  pieces , 
if  you  turned  into  a  cattle,  whofe  v/alls  were 
flronger  than  brafs,  ftrongerthan  adamant 
fcronger  than  all  the  rocks  in.  the  world,  you 
might  laugh  at  the  attempts  of  your,  enemy. 
You  are  Free  from  the  power  of  the  fwcrd.. 
So  free  are  you,  and  abundantly  more  free 
from  danger,  when  you  fly  to  the  ftrong  hold 
cf  ChrifVs  death  and  atonement. 


THE  DANGER  OF   COVETOUSNESS  ANT5.   PRO- 
DIGALITY. 

IF  riches  have  been  your  idol,  hoarded 
up  in  your  coffers,  orlavifhed  cut  upon 
yotirfeives  ;  they  will  when  the  day  of  reck- 
oning comes,  be  like-  the  garment  oi 
pitch  and  brimftone,  put  upon  the  criminal, 
condemned  to  the  fiames. 
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THE  BENEFITS  OF  CHRIST  S     REDEMPTION. 

FEAR  not,  fays  the  Lord,/^  I  have  Re- 
deemed thee,  Ifaiah,  xliii,  i*  Redemp- 
tion by  Chrifl  is  a  prefervative  from  all  ter- 
ror, and  an  antidote  againd  every  evil, 
•When  this  blood  is  fprinkled,  fin  is  done  a- 
way,  arrd  God  is  appeafed  ■,  his  promifes  are 
your  portion,  and  his  arm  is  your  defence. 


-H>  -H-f-H-H-f 


THE  NECESSITY  OF  PRAYER,  AND  THE  PRAC- 
TICE OF  IT  URGED  ON    ALL. 

ALAS  !  how  many  of  thofe,  whom  we 
call  Chriftiarts,  are  ftra*igers  to  prayer  ! 
how  many  ftrvants  rife  tolheir  work,and  ne- 
verbend  a-knee  before  their  mailer  in  heaven! 
how  many  mafters  fet  their  fervants  an  un- 
godly example  !  enter  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
day,  without  imploring  the  God-  of  all  grace 
either  to  proiper  their  bufinefsy  or  to  fanc- 
tify  their  fouls!  how  many  parents  know 
not  what  it  is,  to  make  earneit  fuppl-ieations 
for  the  ccnverfion  and  falration  of  their 
children,  how  many  children  are  as  ignorant 
or  the  nature,  the  neoeffty,  the  advai  tages 
of  prayer,  "as  the  wild  afs's  colt."  Job,  xi, 
tsi.  Rz. 
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A     TIMELY    WARNING    j  TO    THOUGHTLES3 

SINNERS. 

IF  this  building  was  rocking  over  your 
heads  and  tottering  on  every  fide  ;  if  the 
beams  were  burfting,  and  the  walls  cleaving; 
you  would  be  {truck  with  aftoniihment. 
And  how  is  it,  that  you  are  under  no  ap- 
prehenfions,  when  the  indignation  of  an  Al- 
mighty God  is  ready  to  fall  upon  you,  and 
(.vorfe  than  ten  thoufand  falling  millftoncs). 
grind  you  to  powder  ?  .... 


ALL  THE  PERFECTIONS  OF  DEITY  HARMON- 
,     I2E  IN  THE   CROSS  OF     CHRIST, 

HERE,  Juhnce  has  fcfher  molt  awful 
terrors, in  array  ;  even  while'  goodnefs 
appears,  with  inexpremble  lovelinefs,  and 
and  the  moil  attractive  beauty.  Here  truth, 
more  unfhaken  than  a  rock,  takes  her  im- 
moveable  Hand;  and  mercy*  tenderer  than 
the  mother's  tears,  yearns  .witLbowels  of  e- 
verlaJling  pity. — In  a  word,  the  crofs  of. 
Chrift  is  a  confpicuous  theatre  on  which  all 
die  divine  perfefHous  unite  and  harmonize, 
aad ihine.  forth  with  tranfctndent  Iv.fLre. 


BEAUTIES  of  HERVEY.  i93. 


THE    NATURE   AND    EFFECT    OF    FAITH    IN 
JESUS. 

THIS  is  a  foundation  of  the  fublimeft 
hope,  and  a  fountain  of  the  moft  ex- 
uberant joy.  This  affords  matter  for  the 
deeped  humility,  and  yields  fuel  for  the  mofl 
naming  love.  Faith  in  our  crucified  Jefus, 
is  an  ever-active  principle  ofthe  mofl  cheer- 
ful and  exact  obedience  :  is  an  ample  and  in- 
exhauftible  magazine,  from  which  we  may 
fetch  arms  to  conquer ;  abfolutely  conquer, 
the  allurements  ofthe  world,  the  felicitati- 
ons ofthe  fiefh,  and  the  temptations  of  the 
devil. 


THE  HAPPY  INFLUENCES    OF    THE  LOVE    OF 
GOD. 

A  SENSE  ofhis  irrimenfely  rich  good- 
nefs  ihall  win  your  affections  -,  fnallin- 
cline  (what  all  the  threatenings  of  damnation,, 
could  never  erTect,)fhall  incline  you  to  loath 
your  fins,  and  to  love  his  fervice ;  mail ' 
fmooth  your  path,  and  expedite  yourpro- 
grefs  to  the  regions  of  immortal  honour,  and 
iov, 
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JE3tTS    CHRIST    WORTH?    OF  OUR   HIGHEST 
REGARD. 

'HO  is  mofe  worthy  of  our  choi- 
cer! thoughts,  affections,  and  honors, 
than  that  divinely  companionate  Saviour, 
who  offered  himfelT,  in  the  very  prime  of  his 
life,  a  bleeding  victim  for  our  fins,  that  his 
facrifice  might  have  every  recommending 
circumftance  which  eoufd  render  ir  accepta- 
ble: to  God.  and  available  for  mivn  ?' 


CI  '\"f  i   T  I    J    i    • 


THE  HAPPINESS   AND  EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE' 
SAINTS   ABOVE. 

THOSE  happy  beings,  who  fcid  a- 
round  the  throne,  cloathed  with  white 
robcs^  ferve  their  Godday  and  night,  for  e- 
ver,  in  his  temple.  In  the  regions  of  im- 
mortality they  find  a  heaven )  becaufe  there 
they  have  a  never-ceafing  and  eternal  com- 
munion with  God  j  becaufe  there  they  have 
an  uninterrupted  and  everlafting  Sabbath. 
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THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE  BIBLE     HELD      OUT 
AND  RECOMMENDED. 

I  MIGHT  recount  the  glorious  privile- 
ges, exhibited  in  this  bleiied  book;  the 
ineflimable  promifes,  made  to  the  righteous; 
the  tenderly  companionate  invitations,  ad- 
dreffed  to  Tinners  ;  the  refined  and  exalted 
dilplays  of  morality  ■,  with  many  other  no- 
ble particulars — which  is  tne  prerogative 
of  fcripture  to  contain — the  wifdom  of  man- 
kind to  believe — and  the  only  felicity  of  our 
nature  to  be  interefted  in,  and  influenced  by 
them. 


vi*  L^-.n^-i  t&  tar 


GOD'S  METHOD  OF    DEALING     WITH    MAN... 

GOD,  to  Ihew  his  litter  deteflation  of 
all  iniqity  ;  to  manifeft  his  Angular  de- 
light in  all  virtue  j  frequently  takes  occasi- 
on'to  denounce  vengaance,  or  promife  hap-- 
pinefs,  whenfome  notorious  evil  is  com- 
mitted, or  fome  laudable  good  performed. 
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THS    BENEFITS  OF  ADVERSITY. 

E  are  taught  in  fcripture,  that  the 
Almighty  chaftens  whom  he  loves; 
and  fcourges  the  men  whom  he  receiveth  to 
himfelf.  Adverfity  is  a  fchool,  in  whieh  both 
private  perfons  and  public  focieties  have 
learned  the  moil  heroic  virtues. 


•H-++++-H--H- 


NATURE  AND  DIVINE  REVELATION     SOME- 
WHAT ALIKE. 

THE  pages,  of  fcripture,  like  fhe  pro- 
ductions of  nature,  will  not  only  en- 
dure the  teft,  but  improve  upon  the  trial. 
The  application:  of  the  mifcrofcope  to'  ths 
one,  and  a  repeated  meditation  on  the  other, 
are  Hire  to  difplay  ujew,  beauties,  and  prefent 
us  with  higher  attra&ives. 
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THE    L0V2  OF  GCD  THE    END    OF    ALL     RE- 
LIGION, 

THE  love  of  God,  that  fupremely  glor- 
ious, and  fupremely  gracious  Being, 
is  of  all  other  tempers,  the  mod:  delightful 
and  divine.  A  facred  flower,  which  its  ear- 
ly bud  is  happinefsj  and  in  its  full  bloom  is 
heaven.  To  plant  this  noble  principle  in 
the  breaft,  to  cultivate  its  growth,  and  bring 
it  to  maturity,  is  the  grand  end  of  all  reli 
gion,  and  the  genuine  fruit  of  faith  unfeign- 
ed. 


1 

THE  WORKS  OF    REDEMPTION  TOO     GREAT 
FOR  ANGELS. 

THE  angels  were  abfolutely  incapable 
of  executing  fo  great  a  work.  It  re- 
quired a  far  abler  agent  to  negociate  our 
reconciliation.  Itmuit  coft  incomparably 
more,-  to  redeem  guilty  fouls.  Therefore 
the  God  of  our  falvation  <e  laid  the  help 
upon  one  that  is  mighty."  He  appointed, 
to  the  mod  momentuous  of  ail  offices,  the 
moft  illuftrious  of  all  beings, 
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THE  WORK  OF  GOSPEL  MINISTER  S. 

S  you  are  all,  by  nature,  in  bondage 
__to  fin,  our  bufmefs  ii,  to  take  you  by 
the  hand,  and  lead  you  out  of  this  ignomini- 
ous flavery,  into  the  loricus  liberty  of  the 
fens  of  Godj  while  the  fpirit  of  the  moftHigh 
breaks  otT  your  i'hackles,  and  makes 
you  free  indeed.— "W  hat  manna  can  be 
more  refrefhinsj  than  fuch  a  rreiTa.oe  r 
what  balm  more  healing  than  fucii  a  ier- 
■vice  $ 

t^l  t^i  t^>  t^>  t^> 

GOOD    WORKS   ABSOLUTELY     INSUFFICIENT 
TO  SAVE  MANKIND. 

GOD  has  net  reconciled  the  woi  Id-to  him- 
felf  by  their  own  pious,  practices,  but 
by  his  fon  Jefus  "ChrilT. — Can  your  charita- 
ble deeds  expiate  your  innumerable  offences? 
As  foon  may  a  fingle  drop  of  pure  water 
correct  and  fweeten  the  unfathomable  brine 
of  the  ocean.  •  Can  .  your-  defective  per- 
formances fatisfy  the  demands  of  a.  perfect 
law,  or  your  wandering  devotions .  fcreen 
yen  from  the  difpleafure  of  an  injured  God? 
As  well  may  your,upliited-rund  eciipfe  the 
fun,  or  intercept  the  lightning  when  it  darts 
through  the  burfling  cloud. 


ON     THE 


Relieious  Education 


O    F 


DAUGHTER  -S, 


C^S  t^r,  t^-s  \^\  t<3r» 


Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  fhculd  go,    and 
when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it. 
Proverbs,    xxii.  6. 


IT  has  long  been  a  prevailing  report> 
that,  among  perfons  of  education  and 
diftinction,  true  religon  is  very  rare.  This, 
I  would  hope,  is  an  invidious  rumour,  rather 
than-a  true  reprefentation  of  the  cafe.  May 
it  not  be  an  artifice  of  the  grand  enemy  ? 
calculated  to  bring  the  beft  and  nobleil  of 
caufes  into  difrepute :  as  though  politenefs 
andpiety  were  inconfhrent :  as  though  grace 
and  gocd-breeding  were  irreconcileable. — ■ 
Is  then  the  faith  of  Chrilt  quite  fatal  to  refin- 
S 
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ed  ir.anners  ?  as  the  rod  of  Mofes  was  ro 
the  counterfeit  miracles  of  the  magicians. 
No ;  it  is  rather  like  the  influence  of  the 
fancluary  on  the  rod  of  Aaron  :  which,,  while 
it  remained  at  a  cUftance  fromthe  tabernacle, 
was  a  dry,  faplefs  .and  .  barren  flick  ;  but, 
when  depofited  before  the  ark,  was  quick- 
ened into  vegetable  light,  was  adorned  with 
a  milk-white  bloom,  and  enriched  with 
(ull.grcwn  fruit  j  or  as  the  facred  hiflorian 
expreffes  this  furprifmg  fact,  "  It  brought 
.  forth  buds,  and  bloomed  blofToms,  and 
yielded  almonds."  Numb,  xxii.  6. 

I  find,  upon  the  lift  of  faints,  die  moft  re- 
nowned kings,and  victorious  generals,  the  a- 
bleirpoliticians,and  the  greateft  philoibphers 
men  that  have  bid  the  fun  ftand  ftill,  and 
prolong  the  parting  day  ;  have  laid  an  em- 
bargo upon  darknefs;  and  protracted  the 
ihacles  of  night  •,  have  commanded  the 
ground  to  cleave  afunder,  and  tranfmit  their 
prefumptudiis  foes'  to  a  ftrange  and  inevita- 
ble deftruCtidn  ;  have  divided  the  impetuous 
waves,,  and  led  their  followers  to  fafety  and 
to  conquefr.  through  the  depths  of  Hie  fea. 
Men  who  have  walked  in  the  burning  fiery 
furnace,  as  under  the  fhelterofan  embow- 
ering arbour ;  and  fat  in  the  lions  den,  amidft 
a.  herd  of  hungry  monfters,  with  as  much 
ferenity,  and  as  much  fecurity,  as  amidft  a 
circle  ofbofom-fnends. 
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I  myfeifhave  known  various  perfons,  ad- 
mired for  their  accomplished  behaviour, 
and  revered  for  their  exalted  ftetion,  who 
have  thought  it  their  higheft  honour  to,,: he 
iervants'  of  Jefus  Chrrft.  My  excellent' 
friend  Camillas,  at  whofe  houfe  I  now  . 
iide,  is  one  of  the  number.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  giving  a  portrait  of  Camillus. :  or  rather 
of  afew  of  his.  moil  diftinguiihing  features  : 
for,  to  paint  him  in  full  proportion,  as  he 
daily  appears,  in  all  the  mild,  the  benign 
majefly  of  domeftic authority,  parental  -gc  = 
vernment,  and  Qiriftian  zeal — To  do  this, 
would  require  a  much -abler  hand  . than 
mine.  . 

Camillus*  not  long  ago,  entertained  in  his 
houfe  a  young  clergyman,  who  was  always 
treated  with  a  refpect  fuitable  to  the  dignity, 
.of  his  ofnee,  and  the  piety  of  his  behaviour. 
Having  lately  prefented  the  worthv  ..ecclcfir 
aftic  to  a  living,  and  always  requiring  re- 
fidence  on  the  benefice,  he  is  now  deibkiKe 
of  a  chaplain.  -  Remembering,  however, 
that  ail  Chriftians  are  fpiritual  priefls ; 
he  thinks  it  no  difhonour  to  have  an  imme- 
diate and  perfonal  audience  with  the  King 
of  Heaven ,  not  acting  atall  out  of  characlrer 
to  reprcfent  the  wants  of  his  houihoid, '  with 
his    own  mouth,  at  the  throne  of  grace. 

Before  fupper  is  introduced,  the  evening 


m  BEAUTIES  of  HERYEY. 

incenfe  afcends.  This  rather  than  a  later 
hour,  is  pitched  upon,  that  the  little  congre- 
gation may  join  in  the  facred  fervice,  with 
a' lively  devotion.  After  a  plentiful  meal, 
when,  the  limbs  are  weary,  people,  even 
though  kneeling,  and  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
are, more  inclmed  to  nod,  than  to  pour  out 
their  fouls  -,  are  very  apt  to  miftake  the  cu- 
ihion  fora  pillow. — No  fervant  is  allowed  to 
be  abfent,  one  only  excepted,  whofe  prefence 
in  the  kitchen  is  abfolutely  neceffary.  Ac- 
quainted with  their  mailer's  refolution,  they 
rife  careful,  fo"  to  manage  their  affairs,  and 
C'jfpatch  their  bufmefs,  that  no  unavoidable 
cbftaele  may  intervene  to  detain  them  from 

she  ftated  worfhip. 

i 

•  When  all  are  affembled,  without  either 
tumultuous  diforder  in  their  approach,  or  a 
ftovenly  negligence  in  their  apparei,  a  chap- 
ter is  read.  Camillus  makes  the  choice. — 
He  imagines  it  not  fo  ufeful  for  his  family, 
w?hofe  memories  are  weak,  ?.nd  their  capaci- 
ties, fcanty,  to  read  the  Jeffon  for  the  day. — 
He  har,  therefore,  felectxd  fome  of  the  mod 
;mvcru&ive  :~nd  animating  portions  of  fcrip- 
ture  ]  and  judges  it  advifeable  to  perufe  thefe 
;gain  and  again,  rather  than  to  go  regularly 
through  the  whole  infpired  writings. — The 
fervants  take  it  by  turns  to  read,  which  im- 
proves them  in  the  practice,  and  keeps  them 
MHfKei     If.-nyof  them  discovers  a  difpofi- 
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tuju  to  fleep,  to  him  the  office  is  fure  to  be 
adigned. 

When  the  chapter  is  rimmed,  Carnillijs- 
iingles  out  fome  one  verfe,  of  very  weiglity 
and  edifying  import,  which,  for  the  fpace  of 
five  or  fix  minutes,  lie  explains,  applies,  and 
affectionately  urges  upon  their  confeiences. 
This  done,  with  -.great  ferioufnefs  and  pro- 
found reverence,  he  offers  up  evening  pray- 
ers. K-is  prayers  cunfiil's-  of  ihort  fcntencer, 
and  the  whole  is  performed  in  a  little  tim -', 
Every  part  is  pronounce  1  v/iih  that  deliber- ! 
ate  flownefs  and  fole.mn  accent,  which  com- 
mand attention  and  create  awe,  ,  He  makes 
a  .very  perceivable,  paufe  at  thc.clofe  of  each 
petition,  that  every  one  may  have  lei  fare  ;o 
add,  in  filence,  a  hearty  amen  ;  and  to  recol- 
lect the  merits  of  that  bieffed  Redeemer, 
which  renderevery  thank  fgiving  acceptable, 
and  every  fuppiication  fuccefsful. 

In  the  morning,  before  breakfafl,  the  wor- 
fnip  of  the  living  God  is  renewed.  At  this  ■ 
juncture  Camillus  omits  the-cl\apter,  but  re- 
quires one  of  his  domeftics  to  repeat  the 
verfe  on  whiqh  he  enlarged  the -preceedin?; 
night.  None  knows  winch  fnail  be  called 
to  this  taik,  therefore  every  .one  is  obliged  to 
be  properly  prepared.  He  throws  the  Jub- 
ilance of  his  exhortation  into  a  few  ,  1* arch- 
hg  >nl  iiit^relxing  queitionsp  which  he  ai- 
S    2  . 
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dreffes  to  one  of  his  children  or  fervants*-— 
for,  in  this  refpecfb,  no  difference  is  made. — 
All  are  equally  enjoined  to  remember.  Some- 
times he  encourages  thcfe  whole  anfvvers 
{\m  w  that  they  have  given  diligent  heed  to- 
his  mftfuctiehs.  Sometimesihe  $$$$  en  an 
air  of  fevei  ity,  mired  with  tendernefs,  and  re- 
proves the  notoricufiy  negligent.  Always 
he  re-inculcates  the  principal  points,  charg- 
ing them  to  retain  the  doctrines  in  their  me- 
mory, and -revolve  them  in  their  thoughts, 
while  they  are  purfuing their  respective  bufi- 
neil— The'fe  doctrines  are  the  feed  of  faith, 
the  root  of  o-odlinefs. '  Uniefs  thefe  be  lod- 
ged  in  the  mind,  and  operate  on  the  hearty 
he  never  expects1  to  have  his  domeftics  com- 
mence true  believers,  or  real  Chriitians.  No 
more  than  the  hufoandman  can  reafonably 
expect  a  crop  in  harveft  without  fowing  his 
field,  or  the  rlorift  promife  himk-lfa  blow  of 
tulips,  without  planting  his  parterre. 

1  have  given  a  glimpfe  of  Camillu?  at  the 
head  of  his.  family ;  let  me  now  ihew  my  fa- 
vourite in  another  attitude. — Camillas  is 
conv  in ced  that  no  truft  is  of  fuperic r  or  of 
equal  importance  to  the  tuitionary  cultivati- 
on of  an  immortal  foul.  As  providence  has 
bleffedhim  with  two  fine  daughters,  their 
prefent  and  future  happinefs-  is  the  reigning 
objeclrof  his  care.  He  has  no  intereft  fo 
much  at  heart  as  to  give  them  a  truly  refined 
education.,  fuch'tts  may  render  them  anorr.a- 
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ment  and  a  blcfliing  to  fociety,  while  they 
pafs  the  time  of  thier  fojourning  here  be- 
low, and  may  train  them  up"  for  a  flare  of  e- 
verlallirig  blifs,  when  the  world  and  its  tran- 
litory  fcenes ihalL-.be  no  more.  .-.. 

•  Camillus  never  could  perfuade Tiimfelf  to 
admire  the  maxims  of  prudence  faid  to  be 
gathered  from  the  extravagant  rant  of  our 
tragedies;  and  lefs  is  his  efteem  for  thofc 
modert  difpofitions,  which  people  pretend 
to  imbibe  from  the  lucious  gallantries  of 
comedy  -,  for  which  reafon  he  has  no  impati- 
ent defire  to  fecure  for  Mifs  MetifTa  and  Mifs 
Serena  a  place  in  the  front '  box.- — Howe- 
ver, as  we  are  apt  immoderately  to  covet 
what  is  abfolutely  forbidden,  he  has  himfelf 
attended  them,  once  or  twice,  to  the  thea- 
trical entertainments  and  public  diverfions  ,- 
thinking  it  much  the  fafeft  method,  that 
their  curiofity  (hould  be  gratified  under  his 
own  inflection  and  hoping  to  make  them 
fenfible  how  much  they  endanger  their  vir- 
tue, who  too  often  frequent  them ;  how 
ihamefully  they  debale  their  affections,  who 
are  paOionately  fond  of  them  ;  and  what 
mere  phantoms  they  follow,  who  feek  for 
fatisfaction  in  fuch  delufory  delights, 

They  learn  to  dance,  in  order  to  require 
a  genteel  air,  and  a  graceful  demeanor ;  not 
to  mine  at  a  bail?  or  win   the  worthlefs  ad- 
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miratisn  of  fops. — He  is  content  to  have 
them  unacquainted  with  the  wild  and  roman- 
tic fables  of  heathen  poetry.  Nor  is  under 
any  painful. apprehenfions  of  damping  the 
fprightlinefs  of  their  temper,  though  they- 
have  no  tafle  for  the  chimerical  adven- 
tures, cf  our  romances,  and  are  Grangers  to 
the  loofe  intrigues  of  our  novels;  being 
fully  perfuaded,  that  there  is  as  much  found 
fenfe  as  fmartneis  of  thought  in  that  cele- 
brated faying,  , 

*'  Refire,  and  read  your  bible  to  be  gay  '■ 

*  There  truths  abound  of  fov'rtign  aid  to  peace  T 

He  has  introduced  them  to  the  knowledge  • 
of  hifrory,  and  its  infmietive  facts.  They- 
have  a  tolerable  -idea  of  the  four  ■univerfal  mo- 
narchies, fo  eminent  for  their  great  evenst, 
and  lb  circumfiantially  foretold  in  fenpture, 
They  have  been  led  through  the  moil  re- 
markable tranfacl  ions  of  our  own  country, 
and  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
ient  flate  of  Europe.  .  They  have  all  along 
been  taught  to  cbierve  the  wonderful  revo- 
lutions  of  empires,  and  the  adorable  pro- 
cedure of  Providence;  that  they  may  difcern 
how  thefajhkm  of  this  world  pafjeth  away  ;  ar.d 
and  how  happy  are  thepecple,  how  happy  are 
the  perfons  who  have  the  lord  for  their  god. 
They  have  been  taught  to  cbfervcthe  hon- 
ourable fuccefs  that  1  as  nfnaliy  <.U-mdxl  the  ■ 


BEAUTIES  or  HERVEY  C13 

practice  of  integrity,  guided  by  prudence;  to- 
gether with  the  fcandal  and  ruin  which  have 
always  purfued  folly  in  her  fenfelefs  ram- 
bles, and  dogged  vice  to  her  horrid  haunts: 
That  they  may  fee  the  rocks  on  which  fortie 
have  fplit,  and  avoid  the  deftructive  tract  j 
fee  the  road  which  has' conducted  others  to 
the  haven  of  happinefs,  and  fteer  the  fame 
aufpicious  courfe. 

They  have  been  initiated  in  geography, 
and  underftand  the  feveral  divifions  of  the 
globe  ;  the  extent  of  its  principal  kingdoms, 
and  the  manners  of  their  various  inhabitants. 
They  will  tell  you  the  peculiar  commodi- 
ties which  each  climate  produces;  whence 
comes  tke  tea  that  furnifhes  their  breakfait, 
and  whence  the  fugar  that  renders  it  pala- 
table :  what  mountains  fupply  them 
with  wines,  and  what  iflands  fend  them 
their  fpices  ;  in  what  groves  the  filk-worms 
fpin  the  materials  for  their  cloaths,  and  what 
mines  fupply  them  with  the  dimonds 'that 
fparkle  in  their  earrings. — A  fcreen  covered 
with  a  fet  of  coloured  maps,  and  a  cuftorh  of 
referring  from  the  public  papers  to  thofe 
beautiful  draughts,  has  rendered  the  acqui- 
fitionofthis  knowledge  a  diverfion  rather 
than  a  tafk,  has  enticed  them  into  a  valuable 
branch  of fcience,  under  the  inviting  difguife 
ofamufement.  This  ferves  to  enlarge  their 
apprehenfion  of  things,  gives thern  magninV 
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cent  thoughts  of  the  great  Creator,  and  may 
help  to  fupprefs  that  filly  felf- admiration, 
which  prompts  fo  many: pretty  idols  to  fan- 
cy themfelves  the  only  cenfiderable  crea- 
tures under  heaven. 

They  fpell  to  perfection,  and  have  ob- 
tained this  art  by  a  fort  of  play,  rather  than 
by  laborious  application.  Whenever  they 
afked  any  little  gratification,  it  has  been 
their  papa's  cuftom  to  make  them  fpejl  the 
word,  which  if  they  performed  aright,  they 
feldom  failed  to  fucceed  in  their  requeft.*-- 
They  are  miftrciTes  of  the  needle  ;  and  the 
youngeft,  whofe  genius  inclines  that  way,  is 
expert  in  ufing  the  pencil.  Mufic  is  their 
recreation,  not  their  bufmefs.  The  eldeli 
to  a  fkilful  finger,  adds  a  melodious  and  well 
regulated  voice.  She  often  entertains  me 
with  ringing  an  anthem  to  her  harpfichord. 
Entertains  did  I  fay  ?— me  really  edifies  me. 
Thtfe  truly  excellent  performances  exalt  the 
defires,  and  compofe  the  afTecliions ;  they  in- 
fpire  fuch  a  ferenity  of  delight,  as  leaves  nei- 
ther a  fting  on  the  confeience,  nor  a  {lain  on; 
the  ,  imagination.  Me  thinks  they  bring  us 
a  little  antepaft  of  heaven,  and  tune  our  fouls 
for  its  harmonious  joys. 

Thoroughly  verfed  in  the  mofl  practical 
parts  of  arithmetic,  they  have  each  her  week, 
wherein  to  be  intruiled  with  the  manage  * 
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ment  of  a  iiim  of  money.  This  they  dif- 
burfc,  as  circumilances  require,  for  the 
fmaller  necefiaries  of  the  family.  Of  this 
they  keep  an  exact  account,  and  make  a  re- 
gular entry  of  each  particular  in  their  day- 
book.—'Not  long  ago  a  tenant  of  inferior 
rank  came  to  Camillus  with  his  rent :  inftead 
of  receiving  it  himfelf,  he  referred  him  to 
Mifs  Serena.  You  would  have  been  delight- 
ed to  obferve  the  behaviour  of  our  little  land- 
lady on  this  occaflon ;  the  engaging  conde- 
fcenfion  with  which  fhe  addrefTed  the  honed 
ruftic  ;  the  tender  good-nature  with  which 
fhe  enquired  after  his  dame  and  the  family  at 
home;  the  ready  dexterity  with  which  me 
wrote  and  fubferibed  a  proper  receipt ;  and, 
above  all,  her  amiable  generofity  in  -return- 
ing half  a  crown  to  buy  a  copy-book  for  his 
eldeft  fon,  who,  he  faid,  "  was  juft  going  in- 
to joining  hand,  but  he  feared  would  never 
come  to  fpell  or  write  half  fo  well  as  her  la- 
dyfhip." 

Though  Camillus  is  careful  to  ground 
them  betimes  in  the  rules  of  ceconomy,  he  is 
equally  careful  to  cultivate  a  fpirit  of  difcreet 
beneficence,  A  few  days  ago,  when  my  friend 
and  his  lady  were  abroad,  Mifs  MetiiTa  was 
informed  of  a  poor  woman  in  the  parifli,  juft 
brought  to  becl,  after  a  long  and  hard  labour; 
who,  being  unhappily  married  to  a  fotof  a 
fellow,  was,  at  a  time  wften  the  choked  corh' 
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forts  were  fcarcely  fufficient,  deftitute  of 
tLc  meanefi  conveniences.  Upon  hearing 
the  caLmitous  cafe,  flie  immediately  dif- 
patched  a  fervant  with  a  crown  from  her 
weekiy  itock ;  part  to  buy  for  the  affiifted 
Creature  fome  prefent  accomodations,  and 
part  to  defray  the  expences  at  fuch  a  juncture 
unavoidable;  but  gave  a  ftricx  charge,  that 
the  whole  mould  be  employed  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  diftreffed  mother  and  her  helplefs 
infant^  none  of  it  fingered  or  enjoyed  by  the 
worthlefs  drone  her  hufband.  When  Ca- 
m-illus  returned,  he  was  fo  pleafed  with  this 
feafonable  and  well  judged  charity,  that,  be- 
iides  his  commendation  and  careffes,  he  far- 
ther rewarded  our  confiderate  and  matron 
like  benefacfa-efs,  by  making  her  a  prefent 
of  ClarifTa  ;  for  he  always  contrives  to  make 
what  tends  to  their  improvement,  the  mat- 
ter of  their  reward.  If  they  have  commit- 
ted a  fault,  they  are  forbid  the  priveledge  of 
ufing  their  maps,  If  they  have  beh  aved  in 
a  becoming  manner,  their  recompence  is, 
not  a  peiceof  money,  or  a  paper  of  fweet- 
meats,  but  fomenewinfhructionon  the  globe, 
fome  new  lefibn  on  the  harp fi chord,  which 
may  at  once  delight  and  improve  them. 

To  prevent  a  haughty  carriage,  and  to 
worm  out  all  inordinate  felf-love,  he  teaches 
them  to  confider  their  neighbours  as  mem- 
bers of  the  fame  univerfal  family,  and  chil- 
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chxn  of  the  fame  Almighty  Father.  How- 
ever poor  in  their  circumftances,  or  mean  in 
their  afpect,  they  are  the  objects  of  God's  in- 
-fmitieiy  tender  regards. — Of  that  God,  who 
has  given  his  own  Son  to  f after  death  for 
their  pardon,  and  has  prepared  a  heaven  of 
endlefs  blifs  for  their  final  reception  ■,  for 
which  reafon  they  mould  defpife  none,  but 
honour  all ;  mould  be  as  ready  to  do  them 
good,  as  the  hand  is  ready  to  footh  the  eye 
when  it  fmarts,or  eafe  the  head  when  it  aches. 
One  afternoon,  when  he  was  going  to  treat 
them  with  an  orange,  he  bid  each  of  them 
bring  a  fine  toy,  lately  received  for  aprelent. 
It  was  made  in  the  fhape  of  a  knife,  the  han- 
dle of  ivory  and  inlaid  with  the  gayeft  co- 
lours j  the  blade  of  glafs  mofl  dazzlingly 
bright,but  without  an  edge.  "  Cut  the  orange 
in  two,"  faid  their  papa.  When  they  both  tri- 
ed with  their  pretty  knives,  and,  to  their  eo 
fm all  mortification,  both  failed.  He  fur- 
nifhed  them  with  another  of  more  ordinary 
appearance,  but  tolerably  fharp.  With  this 
they  eafily  pierced  the  rhind,  and  came  at 
the  delicious  juice.  "  Who  now,"  faid  Ca- 
millus,  "  would  not  prefer  one  fuch  fervicea- 
ble,  though  plain  utenfil,  toa  hundred  of  thole 
glittering,  butworthlefs  trifles  ?  and  you,  my 
dear  children,  if  you  have  no  other  recom- 
mendations than  a  fhewy  perfon,  and  the 
trappings  of  drefs,  you  will  be  as  contempti- 
ble in  your  generation  as  that  infignificant 
T 
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bauble.  But,  if  it  is  the  defire  of  your  hearts 
and  the  endeavour  of  your  lives,  to  be  extcn- 
fively  ufeful,  you  will  gain,  and  what  is  bet- 
ter, you  will  defer ve  refpecc  -,  your  names  will 
be  precious,  and  your  memories  blelTed. 

"With  equal  watshfulnefs  he  difcounte- 
Hances  all  thofe  acts  of  petulant  barbarity, 
which  children  are  fo  apt  to  exercife  on  the 
reptile  creation.  He  will  allow  no  court 
of  inquifition  to  be  creeled  within  his  houfe; 
nc,  not  upon  the  moft  defpicable,  or  even 
the  noxious  animals.  The  very  nuifances 
that  are  endued  with  life,  he  thinks  mould 
be  difpatched,  not  with  a  lingering  butchery 
but  with  a  merciful  expedition.  To  rend 
in  pieces  a  poor  fly,  and  feaft  their  eyes 
with  the  mangled  limbs,  fhivering  and  con- 
vulfed  hi  the  pangs  of  death ;  to  impale  a 
■■wretched  infect  on  the  needle  or  bodkin  ; 
and,  what  is  ftill  more  fhocking,  to  take 
pleafurein  hearing  its  pafllonate  moan,  and 
feeing  its  agonizing  ftruggles :  fuch  practices 
he  abfolutely  forbids,  as  infufferable  viola- 
tions of  nature's  raw.  Such  as  tend  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  foft  emotions  of  pity,  and  inure 
the  mind  to  a  habit  of  inhumanity. — He 
often  informs  his  lovely  pupils,  that  every 
living  creature  is  fenfible  of  pain  ;  that  none 
can  be  abufed  in  this  cruel  manner,  without 
fuffering  very  exquifite  miiery.  To  tuna 
their  torments  into  paftime,  and  make  fport 
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with  their  anguifti,  is  a  rigour  more  than 
tyrannical,  worfe  than  brutal  ;  is  the  very 
reVerfe  of  that  benign  Providence,  whole 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  zvsrks. 

Ke  propofes  to  give  them  a  tafre  of  na- 
tural philoibphy,  and  to  accomodate  them 
with  the  befl  microfcopes  ;  that  the  life  of 
theje  inftruments,  and  a  fpice  of  that  know- 
ledge, may  infpire  them  with  an  early  ad- 
miration of  nature's  works,  and  with  the 
cleepeft  veneration  of  nature's  almighty 
Author.  Camillus  has  no  defign  to  fin- 
iih  a  couple  of.  female  philofophers,  or  to 
divert  their  attention  from  thofe  domeftic 
arts,  which  .are  the  trueft  accomplifhments 
of  the  fex  :  -yet  neither  would  he  have  his 
daughters  debarred  from  that-rational  and 
exalted  delight,  which  is  to  be  found  in  con- 
templating the  curiofities  of  the  great  Crea- 
tor's cabinet.  Why  may  they  not,  with- 
out departing  from  their  own,  or  encroach- 
ing on  the  majculine  character,  why  may 
they  not  be  acquainted  with  the  accurately 
nice  ftru&ure  of  an  animal ;  or  with  .  the 
procefs  and  effects  of  vegetation  ?  why  may 
they  not  learn  the  admirable  operations  of 
the  air,  or  the  wonderfnl  properties  of  the 
water  ?  have  fome  general  notion  of  the  inv- 
raenfe  magnitudes,  the  prodigious  dillances, 
and  the  ftill  more  amazing  revolutions  of 
the  heavenly  orbs  ?  he  apprehends  it  very 


st*  BEAUTIES  ofHERVEY. 

practicable  to  conduct  an  entertainment 
with  dignity,  and  order  a  family  with  propri- 
ety, even  while  they  retain  fome  tolerable 
idea  of  thefe  magnificent  laws  which  regulate 
the  fyftem  of  the  univerfe. 

The  rmcrofoope,  whenever  they  are  in- 
clined to  amufe  themfelves,  will  fhew  them 
a  profufion  of  fplcndid  ornaments,  in  fome 
of  the  molt  common  and  contemptible  ob- 
jects. It  will  ihew  them  gold  and  embroi- 
dery, diamonds  and  pearl,  azure,  green, 
and  vermilion,  where  unafTifted  eyes  behold 
nothing,  but  provocatives  of  their  abhor- 
rence. This  inftrument  will  ihew  them. 
the  brighten:  varniih,  and  the  moft  curious 
carving,  even  in  the  minuteft  fcraps  of  ex- 
igence. Far  more  furpriiing  than  the  ma- 
gic feats  of  the  moll  dexterous  juggler,  it 
v/iil  treat  their  fight,  not  with  dclufive,  but 
with  real  wonders.  A  huge  elephant  mall 
italk,  where  a  puny  mite- was  wont  to  crawl.' 
Blood  ihall  bound  from  the  beating  -heart, 
and  eyes  fparkle  with  a  lively  luftre  ,  limbs 
fhall  play  the  moft  ip;ightly  motions,  or 
ftand  compofed  in  the  moft  graceful  attitudes, 
where  nothing  ordinarily  appeared  but  a 
confufed  fpeck  of  animated  matter. — A  tinc- 
ture of philofophy  will  be  the  cofmetic  of 
nature  j  will  render  all  her  fcenes  lovely,  and 
all  her  apartments  a  theatre  of  diverfion:  di- 
veificns.  infinitely  fuperior  to  thofe  dange- 
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rous  delights,  which  are  fo  apt  to  inveigle 
the  affections,  and  debauch  the  minds  of 
young  people. — When  philofophy  lends" 
her  optics,  an  unclouded  morning,  beauti- 
ful v/ith  the  filing  fun  ;  a  clear  night,  brilli- 
ant with  innumerable  ftars  ;  will  be  a  more 
pleafing  ipectacle,  than  the  gaudiefi  illu- 
minations of  the  afiembly-room.  The  me- 
lody of  birds,  and  the  murmur  of  fountains^ 
the  humming  infect,  and  the  fighing  gale, 
will  be  a  higher  gratification  then  the  finerc 
airs  of  an  opera.  A  field  covered  with  corn 
or  a  meadow  befprinkled  with  daifies;  a 
marih  planted  with  ofiers,  or  a  ■  mountain 
fhaded  with  oaks,  will  yield  a  far  more 
agreeable  profpect  than  the  moft  pompous  • 
fcenes  that  decorate  the  ftage..  Should  - 
clouds  overcail  the  heavens,  or  winter  dif- 
robe  the  flowers  ;  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes 
of  thefe  grand  viciilitudes,  will  more  than 
compenfate  the  tranfitory  lofs.  A  difcove- 
ry  of  the  divine  wifdem  and  goodnefs,  in 
thefe  feemingly  difaitrous  changes,  will  im- 
part gaiety  to  the  molt  gloomy  fky,  and  '. 
make  the  moft  unornamented  feafons  fmile.  . 

It  is  fcrwaniof  fuchtri-ly  elegant  and  fa- 
tisfaclory  amufements,  that  fo  many  ladies 
cf  the  f  lfldift-inclion,  and  fineil  genius,  have 
no  employ  for  their  delicate  capacities;  but 
lofe  their  happinefs  in  flights. of  caprice,  or  . 
fits  of  the  vapcur  j  Icfe  their  time  in  the  moft  .- 
T-2i 


JT- 


2£«  BEAUTIES  of  IiERVEY.  „ 

in  lipid  chat,  or  the  m oft  whimfical  vaga- 
ries ;  while  thought  is  a  burthen,  and  reflec- 
tion, is  a  drudgery ;  folitude  fills  them   with 
horror  and  afenous  difcov.rfe  makes .  them, 
melancholy. 

Above  all,  .Camillus  is  moil'  earneilly; 
defirous  to  have  his  tender  charge  ground- 
ed in  the  principles,  and  actuated  with 
the  ipirit  of  .Chriilianity.  No  fcheme, 
he  is  thoroughly  perfuadsd,  was  ever  fo wife- 
ly calculated  to  iweeten  their  tempers,  to 
exalt  their  affections,  and  fbrni  them  to  fe- 
licity, cither  in  this  world,  cr  another.  It 
is  therefore  his  daily  endeavour,  by  the  moil? 
eafy  and  endearing  methods  of  inirruclion, 
to  "fill  their  minds  with  the  knowledge  of 
thci-e  heavenly  doctrines,  and  win  their 
hearts  to  the  love  of  that-invaluable  book  in 
allien  they  are  delineated. -^-Iie  longs  Ar>--- 
have  a  feme  of  God  Almighty's  rroodnefs 
jmprehed  en  their  fouls,  From  this  iburce, 
under  the  influences  of  the  f  mcriiying  Spirit, 
he  would  derive  all  the  graces  and  all  the 
duties  of  godliaefs.  With  this  'view  he 
fpeaks  of  the -divine  Majeflys  not  only  as 
Supereminently  great,  but  as  molt  tranfeen- 
uently  poiTeffed  of  cv^ry  delightful,  every 
charming  excellence.  He  reprefruts  all 
die  comforts  they  enjoy,  and  every  bieilng 
they  receive,  as  the  gifts  of  his  bountiful 
1  ■?.\y33  and  as  an  earned  of  unfpeakabiy  rick- 
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cr  favours.  He  often  reminds  them,  that 
whatever  their  heavenly  Father  commcndsy 
forbids,  iujtifis,  proceeds  from  his  overflow- 
ing kindneis,  and  is  intended  for  their  e- 
ternal  good,  if,  by  thefe  expedients,  he  may 
awaken  in  their  minds  an  habitual  gratitude 
)  their  eve  nailing  Benefactor.  The  ac- 
js  of  which  noble  principle  are  not  only 
fruitful  in  every  good  work,  but  productive 
of  the  trucfc  fatisfaclion ;  fomewhat  like 
the  fragrant  dreams  of  confecrated  incenfe, 
which,  while  they  honored  the  great  objeft  * 
of  devout  worfhip,  regaled  with  their  plea-- 
fmg  perfumes. 

Nothing  is  more  difpleafmg  to  Camillus 
than  the  fond  Batteries  which  their  injudici- 
ous admirers  bellow  on  their  ihape  and  com- 
plexion, the  graceiulnefs  of  their  carriage, 
and  the  vivacity  of  their  wit.  He  would 
fain  make  them  fennble  that  thefe  embel  - 
Ihhments  J^pf  the  loweft  value,  and  mod 
filing  n.i^Bfe — that,  if  they  render  their 
poffeffors  t8F  and  felt-conceited,  they  are- 
fir  greater  blenaiihes  than  a  hump  on  the 
back,  a  wen  in  the  neck,  or  fluttering  in 
the  fpeech. — He  wouldf:  have  them  tho- 
roughly convinced,  that,  notwithstanding 
all  their  fuks,  diamonds, and  other  marks  of 
their  fuperior  circumftances,  they  are  ignor- 
ant, guilty,  impotent  creatures ;  blind  to 
iiutlis  of  the  laft  importance  5  deierving  the 
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vengeance  of  eternal  fire,  and  unable  of 
themfelves  to  think  a  good  thought.  That,  \ 
from  fuch  convictions,  they  may  perceive 
their  abfolute  need  of  a  Saviour:  a  Saviour 
in  all  his  offices- — as  a  prophet,  to  teach 
them  heavenly  wifdom — as  a  prieft,  to  atone 
for  all  their  many,  many  fins — as  a  king,  to 
fubdue  their  iniquities,  write  his  laws  'in 
their  hearts,  and  make  them,  in  all  their 
converfation,  holy. 

Inihort,  the  point  he  chiefly  labours,    is- 
to  work,  in  their  hearts  a  deep,   an   abiding 
fenfe,  that  God  is  their  fuprerne,  their  only 
good  ;  that  the  bleffed  jelus  is  the   rock  of 
their  hopes,  and  the  fountain  of  their  ialvati- 
on  :  that  ail  their  dependence  for  acquiring 
the  beauties  of  holinefs,  and  tafting  the  joys'  - 
of  the  fublimeft  virtue,  is  to    be    placed  on 
the  Holy   Ghoft   the  comforter. — Arnidit 
all  thefe  efforts  of  his  own,  he  never  fails  to 
to  plead  that  precious  promift^flfc  our  un- 
changeable Jehovah  -,  -I  will  fm  i  my  fpirit 
iipcn  thy  feed,  and  my  blejfing  uponfE$>-  0$  spring ; 
and  they  jh  all  grow  up  in  knowledge  and  grace, 
as  willows  ly  lhswaf,cr-courJes. 

A  lady  of  brilliant  parts,  but  no- very  ex- 
traordinary piety,  told  Camillus,  that  he 
would  fpoilthe  pretty  dears  ;  would  extin- 
guifh  that  decent  pride,  and  fendnefs    for 

pjeaiin  e,  which  art  mining  qualifications  in . 
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an  accomplished  young  lady,  which  gave 
her  an  elevation  of  fentiment,  and  a  delica- 
cy cf  tafte,  greatly  fuperior  to  the  ignoble 
vulgar. — To  whom  he  replied  :  "  Far  from 
extirpating  their  paflions,  I  only  attempt 
to  turn  them  into  a  right  channel,  and  di- 
rect them  to  the  worthieft  objects.  Willing 
lam  that  they  mould  have  a  decent  ambiti- 
on j  an  ambition,  not  to  catch  the  the  giddy 
coxcomb's  eye,  or.be  the  hackneyed  toafl 
of  rakes;  but  topleafe  their  parents,  to  make 
a  hulband  happy,  and  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God. — They  may  entertain  a  fondnefs 
for  pleafure  -y  but  fuch  pleafure  as  will  enno- 
ble their  fouls,  afford  them  fubftantial  fatis- 
faction,  and  prepare  them  for  the  fruition 
of  immortal  blifs. — Let  them  be  covetous 
alfo,  if  youpleafe,  Madam  ;  but  covetous  of 
redeeming  their  time,  and  of  gaining  intel- 
lectual improvement;  covetous  of  thofe 
riches,  which  no  moth  can  corrupt,nor  thief 
fteal,  w~ " 
ftroy." 


fteal,  whiejjgncither  time  nor  death  can  de- 


In  allthefe  inftancesa£parental  folicitude, 
his  beloSpd  Emilia  talfBRer  conflant,  her 
v/illing  (hare.  Contributes  her  advice  in. 
every  plan  that  is  concerted,  and  her  hear- 
ty concurrence  in  every  expedient  that  is 
executed;  every  expedient  for polifhing the 
human  jewel,  and  making  their  manners  as  , 
faultlefs  as  their  forms. — May  the  God   of 
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infinite  goodnefs,   the  facred  fource  of  all 
perfection  profper  their  endeavours  !    that, 
as  the  young  ladies  are  adorned  in  their  pcr- 
fons,  with  native  beauty,  they  may  be   en 
riched  in  their  understandings,  with'  refine 
knowledge,  and  dignified  in  their  ibuls  wjSL 
the  ipirit  of  the  bleffed  Jefus.— Then,  Mires 
ly,  more  amiable  objects- the  eye  of  man  can- 
not   behold :  more  deferable  partners  the 
heart  of  mail  cannot  wilh. 
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ON    THE    LATE 

Reverend    N-r.  James  Hervey,  A.  M. 

1^1  c^»  \jp*  -~0%y7i  t&*%4?*> 
I. 

Far  from thedwellingsofcommerciallrfe, 
The  toils  of bus'nefsand  the  haunts    of 
pride; 
Alike  remov'dfrom  envy,  noife  and  (Irife, 
Religion's  patron,  Hervey  hVd  anadied.* 
II.. 
Of  converfe   free,   inftructive  and  divine, 

Of  temper  grave,  yet  innocently  gay  : 
In"  him  did  virtue,  truth  and  goodnefs  Urine, 
The  Chriftian's  riches,  and  the  faints  array, 

m, 

Behold  him  preaching  to  the  fericus  fewt3 

How  fixt  th'  attention,  and  how  .  j-uft  the 

applause  1  ... 

Howfoun4||is  reafonings  hvthe  good  man's 

view  r^ 

His  zeal,  how  fervent  in  his  Maftet'scaufe.! 

*  See  his  Li^ 

j  This  term  refers  not  to  the  nunilir  of  his  hearers,  for  he  had 
a  very  large  congregation,  but  to  the  proj. sjfpn  of  religion  in  the 
general  who.in  comparifon  with  th*  buii  of  mankind,  truly  arc 

u 
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H^-w  meek  and  humble,  iikt  his  blefledLorci.| 
T'  adi  ronflant 

a  an; 
ih>w  would  he  gladly  Jeiuh  ! 

n  1  Boldly  fbreadth0  h  CbAs  name 

one-  v ithrn  the  hallcw'd   far;    ' 
Sagely  cori'^rfing  vdtta't-he  lettered  hh 
t re  Death,  in  triumph,  regiiters  his  fla 
.And  titles^  ■wealth  auty  charm 

- 

irom  Fculptur'd  torn 

What  ufelbl  kfconccloe;?.  he  give   to    ah  . 
■h  to  ftrengthen.,  and. our  hopes    en- 
Pa^e, 

•    While  w^ -.v hi  y  atience  wait  the    lclci 

- 

ieh(  .ht'the  flowery  race*.. 

■  ,'hiie  birds  melodious    hail  the  op'ning 

day ;  .    . 
w  well  he  paints  die  wondrouc  v(R>rks  of 
ace, 
■  From  thole  cf  nature  which  tfltef  ekh  uif- 
play  ! 


*  -Meditations  *n:org-iLc  ten 
u-  KtctJiu.uoi:s  in  a  flower  garckoi 


